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MAISON DIEU

SHOWCASE EVENTS

Explore the Maison Dieu -

one of Kent's architectural gems

Dover Town Hall, Biggin Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1DL.
What3words - ///turns.rope.snake

Explore the award-winning Maison Dieu which has recently reopened
after a major National Lottery funded conservation project. Discover
its fascinating 800-year-old history as a medieval pilgrim hospital, Royal -
Navy victualling yard, town hall, prison and popular heritage and events
venue. Take part in fun hands-on activities. Accessible venue

Fri 11 - Sun 20 September.
Weekdays 9:30-15:30, Weekend 10:00-16:00

Maison Dieu - Mayor's Parlour open days
Dover Town Hall, Biggin Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1DL.
What3words - ///turns.rope.snake

Discover the story of this Victorian gem, designed by
Neo-gothic art architect and designer William Burges.
Learn about its colourful history, fabulous decorative
scheme, painstaking restoration and exciting new role
as holiday accommodation for The Landmark Trust.
Includes entry to the Mayor’s Parlour, sitting room,
dining room and courtyard, and bedrooms. Led by the
Maison Dieu engagement team in partnership with The
Landmark Trust.

For information about The Landmark Trust visit www.landmarktrust.org.uk

All children must be accompanied by an adult. Regrettably, there is no wheelchair access
to the Mayor’s Parlour, due to the narrowness of the historic door opening. The Mayor’s
Parlour suite is run independently by The Landmark Trust as holiday accommodation.
Pre-booking preferred: https://www.landmarktrust.org.uk/news-and-
events/opendays/the-mayors-parlour-open-days-sep-2026/

Sat 19 and Sun 20 September, 10:00-16:00

See https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/whats-on/search-2026-events.html

for full access and restriction details, facilities, locations and parking.

(£]
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Queen Elizabeth I’s Progress through East Kent -

lllustrated talk by Cressida Williams
Dover Town Hall, Biggin Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1DL.
‘What3words - ///turns. rope.snake

Enjoy a fascinating and richly illustrated talk on Queen Elizabeth I's Progress 7
through East Kent in the summer of 1573, which included a stay in Dover and /

a birthday banquet in Canterbury on her 40th birthday. Speaker: Cressida
Williams, Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library Manager. Free entry. ,
Accessible venue. In partnership with The Dover Society. Bar opens at 18:30. ‘

Advance booking only. www.maisondieudover.org.uk/events
Thu 17 September 19:00-20:00

Visit Maison Dieu House
Dover Town Council Offices, Biggin Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1DL.

What3words - ///truly.assets.juices

Built in 1665, Maison Dieu House began as the home and office of
the Agent Victualler, who was in charge of the Dover Victualling Yard,
which made ship’s biscuit, salt meat and beer for the Royal Navy. It later ..
became a private house, then Dover Library before being taken over by
Dover Town Council. Discover fascinating stories linked to the building
and Dover’s civic history and take part in a fun, family-friendly activity.

Accessible venue. www.dovertowncouncil.gov.uk
Sat 19 September 11:00-16:00

Roman Painted House
New Street, CT17 9A]

What3words - ///wallet.visa.horn

The Roman Painted House was discovered in 1970
and then excavated by local archaeologists during the
following decade. Built in about AD200, it formed part of the Roman military site in Dubris — the
Latin name for Dover. It has been described as the finest Roman house on show in Britain, with
unique painted plaster walls (frescoes) and elaborate under floor heating (hypocaust). The site will
be open for specially extended hours for Heritage Open Days.

Sat 12 to Sun 20 September, 10:00-1600

Dover Museum and Bronze Age Boat Gallery
Market Square, Dover, CT16 1PH
What3words - //[remodels.huddled.midwinter

Discover the colourful history of Dover, including the Dover Bronze Age
boat, Roman and Anglo-Saxon finds, Queen Elizabeth | portrait, cross- 4
channel swimming memorabilia and WW?2 displays, not forgetting Fred, the
museum’s much-loved polar bear. See costume from the Regency to the
1970s in the What People Wore exhibition and take part in fun hands-on
activities. Accessible venue.

Fri 11 to Sun 20 Sept - Mon to Sat 9.30am to 5pm Sundays 10am to 3pm

www.heritageopendays.org.uk



Dover History Teatime Talks
Dover Museum Cinema, Market Square, Dover, CT16 1PH

What3words - /////vowing.sunflower.afterglow

Join us for a series of evening talks, each starting at 6pm and lasting approximately an hour,
hosted by Dover Museum.

Please arrive from 5:30pm for a prompt 6pm start

Mon 14th September - Dover's Forgotten Cavalry
1863-1914 by Andy Rayner

During the latter part of the Victorian era, and in the years leading up to the Great War, Dover
was home to many thousands of Infantrymen, Royal Artillery Gunners, Royal Engineers, and
men from other support services. What is often overlooked, however, is that during this time,
Dover also had its own troop of cavalry.
These were the part-time, volunteer soldiers
of the Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles, one
of the regiments that formed the Yeomanry
Cavalry.

ot

DOVERS FORGOTTEN CAVALR* 1863-1914

Having recently discovered a source of
original material, | am now able to tell the full
story of Dover's cavalry troop, with a wide
selection of period photographs, documents
and notebooks. Come along and here the
story of handsome, dashing and glamorous
young cavalrymen.....and their love of cricket!

BOOKING REQUIRED https://DSTalk01.eventbrite.com

Wed 16th September - London Road Pubs
by Paul Skelton

A virtual pub crawl with photographs past and present up
the London Road from number 1 from Tower Hamlets Road,
all the way to where the river crosses the where Wiggins
Teape used to be, then across the road and down the other
side till we reach the top number, being 324. Physically a

30 minute easy stroll, but stopping off at all the pubs and

breweries that ever existed up stretch of Buckland, Dover.

BOOKING REQUIRED https://DSTalk02.eventbrite.com
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Fri 18th September - Queen of the Waves:
The story of Gertrude Ederle by Catherine Holt

The story of Gertrude Ederle, the first woman to successfully swim the English
Channel.

The talk will look at the life and trials of Trudy from her early days as a competitive
swimmer to her attempts to be the first woman to swim across the Channel a feat
that had only been conquered by five men up to that time.

BOOKING REQUIRED https://DSTalk03.eventbrite.com

e 7.

Past Workplaces of The River Dour with Barry O'Brien
Meet by River Dour Centre, Buckland Bridge

What3words - ///skinny.raced.sunset
A walk along the Rover Dour exploring some of the industries,
both on or close by The River Dour, make Dover prosper.

Prior to the Industrial Revolution Corn and Paper Mills,
Breweries and other industries once harnessed the power

of the River Dour with many of them continuing on after
mechanisation, some of them introducing innovation into their
field of expertise. Meanwhile, close by, there were Iron Works,
Gasworks, a Pipe Factory and a company who made an early
precursor to the bicycle.

BOOKING REQUIRED - https://DSWalk02.eventbrite.com
Sat 19 September, 11:00-13:00

www.heritageopendays.org.uk



Commonweath War Graves Walks
St James Cemetery, Old Charlton Road, Dover, Kent, CT16 2QQ

What3words -///latter.lives.fallen

Guided walk by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
around some of the military graves and memorials of Dover's St
James Cemetery

The cemetery sadly reflects the importance of the Port of Dover
during both World Wars, containing as it does more than 750
graves of British, Commonwealth and foreign casualties. Your
guide will tell you about the history and current work of the
CWGC and will recount some of the stories of those who rest
here. In particular, you will see the two major plots, dedicated
to the casualties of the 1918 Zeebrugge Raid and 1940 Dunkirk
Evacuation.

BOOKING REQUIRED (available now) -
https://lwww.cwgc.org/visit-us/events-tours-and-talks/

Sun 13 September at 11:00-12:00
Fri 18 September at 14:30-15:30

@ Two Western Heights Gun Batteries Walk
Meet by Cattle Grid, Drop Redoubt Road, Dover, Kent. Park St Martins

Battery Car Park.
What3words - ///cricket.fortified.wage
Join Andy Rayner, from the Western Heights Preservation Society, on a walking tour around two
of the 19th Century gun batteries, built on the Heights. The walk, which will take about one
and a half hours, will be going off of the regular pathways, and may be muddy, and very slippery
underfoot, so please wear appropriate shoes. It will also involve ascending a long flight of stairs,
so will not be suitable for pushchairs, or for anybody with mobility problems. Dogs are welcome.

BOOKING REQUIRED - https://twogunbatteries.eventbrite.co.uk
Sun 13 September, 14:00-15:30

DoverHeritageOpenDays
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Shakespeare Cliff A People’s History guided walk
Samphire Hoe Country Park, Samphire Rd, Dover, CT17 9FL

What3words -///found.limits.prices

Join Paul Holt from the White Cliffs Countryside Partnership who is site manager
at Samphire Hoe for a guided walk discovering the history of the area. From the
creation of the railway line, the early Channel Tunnel attempts and the first coal
mine in Kent. Hear the voices from the past of the people who lived and worked in
the dramatic landscape of the white cliffs

BOOKING REQUIRED - https://bookwhen.com/wccp
Sat 19 September, 14:00-15:30

BN

Dover. The Key to the Kingdom, Guided Walk
Dover Museum Cinema, Market Square, Dover, CT16 1PH
What3words - /////vowing.sunflower.afterglow

A wander through a unique, historic town with local
Greeters, sharing the stories of the many events and
people whose legacies have shaped Dover and the
history of Britain.

World famous for the White Cliffs and the incredible
Castle, in the town below Greeters will walk you
through layers of history from the Bronze Age, the
Romans, the Pilgrims and Medieval times, through

to the present day. To the harbour, which has seen
Kings and Queens leave and Charles Il return from
exile.

A two hour tour will give a flavour of the role Dover had and still has in England’s history.
And then there is James Bond!!

BOOKING
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dover-the-key-to-the-kingdom-tickets-1990714569867
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/dover-the-key-to-the-kingdom-tickets-1989821932966

Sat 12 and Thurs 17 September 11:00-13:00

www.heritageopendays.org.uk




Natural Wild Herbal Treasures of the White Cliffs of

Dover walk

) Dover Priory Railway Station, Priory Station Approach, Dover, Kent, CT17 9SB
What3words - ///draw.ships.shovels

Take a gentle paced guided walk from Dover Priory train station looking at historic buildings
and stopping to look at wild plants as we walk through Dover, towards the seafront and up the
footpath and steps to the top of the White Cliffs of Dover. We'll follow public rights-of-way
as we discover and talk about the natural wild plants of the downland and hear about their
uses both for people and wildlife. Hear about the formation of the Chalk and flint rock, chalk
downland and the wildlife that depends on this beautiful, biodiverse habitat; formation of the
Channel, megafloods and the aspiring UNESCO Global Cross-Channel GeoPark. If weather is
good wonder at the stunning sea views across to France!

There will be a short stop at the National Trust café for you to buy refreshments and use the
toilet facilities before returning into Dover and back to the train station.

Booki ng https://DSWalk01.eventbrite.com
Wed 16 September 13:00-17:30

St Peter and Paul’s Church, Chariton
St Alphege Road, CT162PU
What3words - ///funded.score.flesh

Music and History at Charlton Church - experience this impressive
listed building and its remarkable acoustics. Hear fine recordings of
choral, organ & instrumental music, and the church’s Bevington organ.
Explore with a walkaround guide, and enjoy coffee / tea and home-
made cakes.

Sat 12 September, 09:00-12:00. Part of Ride and Stride 2026

ﬁ DoverHeritageOpenDays
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St Mary-The-Virgin Church
Cannon Street, CT16 1BY
What3words - ///guises.flying.small

This prominent building in Biggin Street, dating from Saxon times, was built
originally by the secular canons of St. Martin Le Grand, but was rebuilt by
the Normans. At the Dissolution it was saved from demolition when Henry
VIl granted it for use as a parish and civic church. Unfortunately, because of
its weak foundations, it was rebuilt in 1843, although its original arches and
columns were reinstated. The magnificient tower survived this restoration.

Sat 12 September, 10:00-15:00. Part of Ride and Stride 2026
St Edmund’s Chapel

Priory Road, Dover, Kent
What3words - ///ending.harsh.reader

This tiny medieval chapel was consecrated by St Richard of Chichester in
1253 in memory of his friend, St Edmund of Abingdon and was probably
used as a cemetery chapel for the nearby Maison Dieu. Hidden from view
for many years and used as a blacksmith’s forge and workshop, it was
revealed when buildings in front of it were destroyed in WW2 bombing.
The chapel was restored and reconsecrated in 1968.

Sat 19 September, 13:00-16:00

St Paul’s Church
Maison Dieu Road, CT16 1RU
What3words - ///learn.spit.pays

A beautiful church designed by Edward WV. Pugin, son of the
famous Augustus Welby Pugin. St Paul’s was opened in 1868
after countess De Front left a legacy for it to be built. St Paul’s
has survived both WW1 & WW?2, but succumbed to an arson
attack in 1987. A massive restoration took place which resulted
in the refurbished church of today.

Sat 19 September, 11:00-15:00.

St Margaret of Antioch at St Margaret's-at-Cliffe
High St, St Margaret's at Cliffe, Dover CT15 6AU
What3words - ///masks.trumpet.incensed

St Margaret’s Church is the largest and best preserved Norman
church in Canterbury Diocese. This unusual example of an
aisled early Norman church has fine arches, exquisite carvings
and plentiful examples of medieval graffiti. Information will be
available to help inform your visit and to take away with you.

Fri 11 - Sun 20 September. 10:00-16:00, 11:30-16:00 on Sundays

www.heritageopendays.org.uk



St Martin’s Church, Dover

St Martin's Church, Church Road, Dover, Kent, CT17 9LW
What3words - ///outcasts.cursing.liquid

St Martin of Tours Church is not a stone or gothic building but
brick and wood. It’s bright and cheerful. It’s been the parish
church for Elms Vale and Maxton for 125 years and many

local people have been married there. It’s in regular use on
Sundays and hosts a vibrant toddler group, but is not otherwise "8
usually open to the public. We have recently put an accessible
toilet and coffee bar. Our garden has been converted into a
community space for anyone to use for peace and quiet. Historically the

building includes a communal air raid shelter and somewhere in the grounds is a barrage balloon
mooring block.

Sat 12 September, 10:00-16:00. Part of Ride and Stride 2026

Q St Andrew’s Church Buckland

Crabble Meadows off London Road Buckland-in-Dover Dover, CT17 OTF
What3words - ///atom.extra.remedy

‘ Home to the famous Buckland Yew, this church dates back to 1180,

| but the Doomesday Book records a church on the site in 1086. The
church is dedicated to St Andrew, the north chapel is dedicated to St
Catherine and the south chapel to ‘St’ Thomas de la Hale.

Historic church and churchyard open to the public for viewing.
There will also be refreshments, cake sale, stalls and activities for
children.

Sat 19 September, 11:00-15:00.

Q St John's Commandery
Swingfield, Dover, Kent, CT15 7HG
What3words - ///possible.barks.increases

Step inside the flint-walled 13th-century chapel and hall of a
‘Commandery’ of Knights Hospitallers. Discover the building’s
rich history, from its monastic origins to later use as a
farmhouse, and look up to spot the striking medieval crown-post
roof and 16th-century ceilings.

Open especially for Heritage Open Days. No booking necessary.
Fri 11 to Sun 21 September, 09:00-17:00

ﬁ DoverHeritageOpenDays



OTHER SITES
D

Dover Transport Museum -
Family treasure hunt day

Willingdon Road, Whitfield, CT16 2JX
What3words - ///teach.mats.pots

A fun day for families. Come and explore the history of
Dover businesses and vehicles through a museum quiz and
treasure hunt aimed at all ages — for the very young, mums
and dads and grandparents.

This is a free event for family visitors. The museum contains hundreds of exhibits
celebrating Dover’s old businesses and occupations as well as vehicles once familiar on
local roads. Quiz sheets for older children and adults will be available, based on these
displays, and completed sheets will be entered into a prize draw. A simpler “treasure
hunt” will be available for younger children, again with a chance to win prizes. Weather
permitting, the museum’s ride-on railway will be open for children’s rides.

BOOKING REQUIRED via info@dtms.org.uk
Sat 19 September, sessions 10:30-12:30 and 13:30-15:30

b @ Fort Burgoyne
Fort Burgoyne Road, CT15 5FN

What3words - ///guard.suffice.broken

A rare opportunity to explore Fort Burgoyne and discover
more about the site’s history and its diverse range of wildlife.
Parade ground, stables, terreplein and some casemates will be
available to explore at your leisure. Tours of restricted access
areas will be available to book on the day. On site parking

. ) available.

Sat 19 September, 10:00-15:00

@ Wanstone Battery

Wanstone Battery

#
What3words - ///fidelity.book.approve
| Wanstone Battery is a time capsule from the darkest days of
the Second World War. The subject of an exciting subject of an
) exciting community archaeological project funded by the National
i[ Lottery Heritage Fund, visit an area not usually open to the public
f
|

anti-aircraft battery. Parking is on our additional parking area off
Upper Road, opposite Sherley's Farm, normal charges apply/NT
Members free.

L including the largest gun battery ever built in Britain and the D2
|

Sat 12 & Sun 13 September, 10:00-15:00

www.heritageopendays.org.uk
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Dover College/Priory
Effingham Crescent, CT17 9RH
What3words- ///pans.bunch.elite

Guided tour of the Ancient Priory of St Martin, founded
in 1130. Surviving buildings include the only Norman
refectory in the world still used for its original purpose.
The Bayeux Tapestry is supposed to have been hung

in the refectory. The school chapel was originally a
medieval guest hall for travellers.

BOOKING REQUIRED via https://alumni.dovercollege.org.uk/events
Sat 12 September, 10:00-12:00 and 12:30-14:30

Grand Shaft Staircase
Snargate Street, CT17 9DA
What3words - ///steady.install.caged

Descend the 140ft deep triple-helical staircase which connected
Dover Harbour with the Grand Shaft Barracks from 1807 to the
1960s - follow the footsteps of soldiers as the 200 stairs wind
through the White Cliffs. Access from Snargate Street or Drop
Redoubt Road.

Sat 19 and Sun 20 September, 10:30-16:00

Western Heights North Entrance

North Military Road, Dover CT17 9DZ
What3words - ///tourist.baseless.roaring

Dover’s Western Heights fortifications date from 1779 and
and were modified through to the Second World War. This is
an opportunity to tour the rarely seen North Entrance road
tunnel and defensive gunrooms of the North Entrance with

a knowledgeable guide, and experience this unique site. Tour
involves steps and uneven ground, so not suitable for prams or
those with limited mobility.

BOOKING REQUIRED -
https://northentrancetours.eventbrite.co.uk

Sat 19 & Sat 20 September, 10:00-16:00,
tours last 45-60 minutes

eritageOpenDays



Port of Dover -

Admiralty Pier and Marine Station tour
Western Docks Dover, CT17 9EQ

What3words - ///swung.starting.feuds

Step back in time with a guided tour of Marine Station, from a past era of cross-channel travel
from the UK to the continent. Guided tour of Dover Marine Station and Admiralty Pier. Marine
station, now Dover Cruise Terminal 1, was completed in 1914 and used extensively during World
War 1 to move troops and the wounded. The building has impressive architecture and features
from a bygone era of cross-channel travel.

BOOKING REQUIRED via -
www.portofdover.com/marina/explore/?discover-type=events

Sun 13th September 10:00, Mon 14th 10:00 and 14:00, and
Fri 18th 10:00 and 14:00

Port of Dover - Eastern Docks Admiralty Generating

Station tour

Eastern Docks Passenger Terminal Building, Dover, CT17 9EQ
What3words - ///string.upgrading.brick

Explore the old Admiralty Generating Station on this guided tour in Dover
Eastern Dock. The generating station was part of the broader infrastructure
supporting the Admiralty Pier and the Eastern Docks of the Port of Dover,
which played a crucial role in powering naval and port operations during the
height of the pier’s strategic use.

BOOKING REQUIRED via -
www.portofdover.com/marina/explore/?discover-type=events
Saturday 12th September 12:00 and 14:00, and Saturday 19th 12:00 and 14:00

www.heritageopendays.org.uk
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Dover Discovery Centre

Dover Library, Dover Discovery Centre, Market Square, Dover, Kent CT16
1PH

What3words - ///unfit.tooth.certified

A short talk on the 2nd Century Roman Ruins that can be found within Dover Library and their
relationship to the Roman town of Dubris.

Dover Library sits on top of the remains of both Roman and Saxon Shore forts.

Fri 18 September 14:00-15:00

The Duke of York’s Royal Military School:

A 225th anniversary tour.
The Duke of York’s Royal Military School, Guston, Dover, CT15 5EQ
What3words - ///fingernails.gets.chest

The Duke of York’s Royal Military School has a rich history dating back to 1801. It was
founded in Chelsea by the then Duke of York, known to all as the Grand Old Duke of
York, to provide education for children of soldiers who had either been injured, killed or
made destitute during the Napoleonic era. The school moved to its current purpose-built
site in Dover in 1909. Our motto is 'Looking forward
with confidence, looking back with pride' and it is with this
in mind that we welcome visitors to the school today.

Guests will be met by the School Archivist and given a
90-minute tour which will include an introduction to
the school’s history, a tour of the Museum, and a visit

to the School Chapel at the heart of the community.
There will be an opportunity to see original documents
and artefacts relating to the school’s 225-year history.
This will include items illustrating the personal stories of
those who attended and worked at the school as well as
its relationship with the town of Dover.

At the end of the tour senior students will be on hand
to escort guests to their cars and tell them something
of their experience of the school in the present day.
Sun 13 and Sun 20 September tours 09:00, 11:30 and 14:00
lasting about 90 mins

BOOKING REQUIRED - https://www.ticketsource.com/null/e-mvrdpa

HeritageOpenDa




Dover Masonic Hall
Dover Masonic Hall, 140 Snargate Street, Dover, CT17 9DA
What3words - ///combines.burns.spenders

Join us for a special Open Day at the Dover Masonic Hall, where the doors
of one of Dover’s most historic and intriguing buildings will be open to the
public. Whether you've always wondered what Freemasonry is, are curious
about the history of the Hall, or simply want to meet the people behind
the organisation, this is the perfect opportunity. To tour the Lodge Room
and look through the displays and exhibits on the history of Freemasonry
in Dover up to the present day. Meet local Freemasons and ask questions
in a relaxed, friendly setting. ;

Sun 13 September 10:00-16:00

History of Emmaus Dover - Archcliffe Fort
Archcliffe Road, Dover, CT17 9EL
What3words - ///[resources.statement.condition

Explore the new history trail being launched at Archcliffe Fort, home of the Emmaus Charity -
located here since 1996 the fort has it's origins back to Henry VIl in 1539 with modifications
through to the Second World War.

Emmaus Dover is a charity that empowers people to
overcome homelessness. We provide the foundation
of a home and a life-changing package of tailored
support and is a vital part of the local area the

shop offers affordable furniture, household items

and more. By giving new life to pre-loved items,

we reduce waste and promote reuse, helping the
environment and support the homelessness.

12 and 14-19 September 09:00-16:30

RNLI Visitor Centre
Dover Lifeboat Station, New Marina, Curve Road, Dover, CT17 9FQ
What3words - ///initiates.upholds.suitably

Visit the new shop and Visitor Experience Room with history of
the Dover Lifeboat on the Marina Curve

Sat 12 to Sun 20 September, 10:00-13:00 weekdays,
10:00 - 15:00 weekends

www.heritageopendays.org.uk
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