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Don’t panic! This was the title of a
pamphlet issued in 1941 by the

Ministry of Home Security as notes for
Air Raid Wardens, to help them answer
questions from the public. Here is a
summary:

If asked what to do if fighting breaks out
locally and the order to ‘Stand Firm’ is
received: Keep indoors or in your shelter.
If you have a trench, get into it. If at
work, carry on as long as possible until it
is too dangerous. If on your way to work,
finish your journey if possible. If you see
an enemy tank or some soldiers, do not

assume that they are in control - they
may be an advance party or stragglers.

If some way from the fighting, carry on
as normal with work, shopping, taking
children to school, etc. until told not to.
Do not try to move elsewhere or take
unnecessary journeys - roads must be
kept free for troop movements. Bus and
railway companies will try to maintain
essential services. Cyclists and
pedestrians can use roads to get to work
until told not to.

The public must know and trust their Air
Raid Warden for help and advice. ARP
Wardens will normally take orders from
the police, but at times from the army or
Home Guard.

The public can avoid fake orders by
knowing their local policeman and ARP
Warden. Using common sense, you can
usually tell whether somebody is British
or not. If in doubt, ask a policeman or
soldier known to you. Don’t encourage
people to be so suspicious that they won’t
take orders from anybody.

If the local church bell is rung, it is a
warning to the local garrison that troops
have been landing from the air in the
locality. Church bells will not be rung all
over the country as a general warning
that invasion has happened. If a church
bell is heard, people should stay where
they are, under cover if possible.

Instructions will be given via the
wireless as far as possible and via the
press, loudspeakers, leaflets and posters.

Advising the Public in the Event of an Invasion
Derek Leach
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ARP Wardens should tell people where to
find official posters or news bulletins.

Do not buy extra food. The government
has made arrangements for food
supplies. Food stocks are already around
the country, ready for local distribution
if necessary. Food stocks should be
hidden if the enemy is near.

Normal news services and newspapers: If
not available temporarily, do not listen to
rumours or pass them on. Avoid, if
possible, using the telephone or
telegrams.

Do not put your vehicle out of action
unless told to do so by the police, ARP

Warden or the military, except when in
danger of being seized by the enemy.
Destroy your maps. (Details are given on
how to put a vehicle out of action).

If you bury money or valuables, make
sure there is no sign of recent digging in
the garden.

Defending yourself: You have the right of
every man and woman to do what you
can to protect yourself, your family and
home.

People should give all the help they can
to our troops. Do not tell the enemy
anything. Do not give them anything. Do
not help them in any way.


