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MEMBERSHIP NEWS Sheila Cope

With great regret I have to record the
death in July of our former President,

Brigadier Maurice Atherton who, together
with Wendi, was genuinely interested in
our Society and attended our functions
regularly, including being present at the
pre-meeting meals for our speakers and
getting to know committee members
personally. We shall be pleased to welcome
Wendi when she feels able to attend again.

Another sad loss is that of Jeremy Fox, an
inveterate cyclist who had delivered
Newsletters in the Temple Ewell area since
the foundation of the Society. He was a
regular member of the Cowgate team and
is one of the Jeremys (Jeremy no. 2 as he
referred to himself) pictured on the front
cover of the 25th Anniversary Newsletter.

We have 454 members at present and hope
that we shall recruit more during the
“indoor season” when we hope to attract
new recruits with a variety of interesting
speakers. The challenge is to find different
ways of advertising ourselves and then to

have sufficient person-power to undertake
tasks such as updating our website
monthly and to man a publicity stall at
community events. At the same time we
appreciate the support of all our existing
members who regularly pay their
subscriptions and attend our functions
when they can.

On the Society’s very successful
September trip to York, two of our
members were able to meet their brothers,
one at Beamish and the other in York itself.
Both men are Dovorians who have moved
north but who keep in touch with their
home town through their continuing
membership of the Society.

We welcome: Chantal Vouillemin, Louise
Miles, Mrs J Thompson, Philip Knight,
John & Pamela Male, Sarah & Mark
Mannall, Sheila Watts, Mr A Hogg, David &
Gillian Roberts, Mr J Lewandowski, Alan
Lewer, Mr Philip Allcock and Lucy
Blincow.

Among the many organisations
represented at the service were the
Confederation of the Cinque Ports and the
Rotary Club of Dover, of which he was a
member for a number of years.

As the notes of the Last Post and Reveille
rang through the Cathedral, there were the
words of Pope John XXIII: “Death is the
future for everyone. It is the Last Post of
this life and the Reveille of the next.”

Maurice was a Deputy Lieutenant of Kent,
a Dover magistrate, county president of
the Royal British Legion, a keen member
of the Men of the Trees and a former

president of The Dover Society.

A former chairman of the governors of the
University of Kent, in 1996 he received an
Honorary Doctorate in Civil Law.

Maurice and his wife Wendi regularly
attended the annual meetings of our
society and would speak highly of the work
of the society. He was also very generous
in his support of our Town Hall fund.

For years Maurice and Wendi continued to
play an active role in the local community
often entertaining at their home at
Barham.


