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Dover’s Volunteers Keep The Town Tidy
Peter Sherred

D esp ite  be ing  su rro u n d ed  b y  a p le tho ra  
o f h is to ric a l an d  scen ic  asse ts, 

a rg u ab ly  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t a sse t 
p ossessed  b y  ou r tow n  o f D over is quite 
s im ply  th e  peop le  w ho m ake  up  th is  g reat 
tow n  o f ours. T his cam e to m e forcibly once 
again  th is y e a r  in  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  tow n's 
response  to th e  Keep B ritain  T idy  Spring 
C lean  C am p a ig n  w h ich  ra n  fo rm ally  
b e tw een  M arch an d  A pril nationw ide. T he 
response  o f D over w as tru ly  rem arkab le  
w ith  m a n y  D over Society m em b ers  being  
involved . In  short, th e  KBT C am paign  
ga lv an ised  an  in c red ib le  v o lu n te e r  
response  from  th e  peop le  o f D over w h ich  I 
w as p riv ileged  to observe, o r form  a p a rt of, 
in  m y  role as a Keep B ritain T idy  L itter 
H eroes A m bassador.

A long w ith  several o th e r ind iv iduals I have 
b e e n  a litte r  p ick ing  activ ist for y ea rs  bo th  
w ith in  an d  outside o f th e  tow n  and  I w as 
p leased  to be  ap p o in ted  b y  Keep B ritain 
T idy  to m y  n ew  role d u ring  2018.

John Morgan, Peter Sherred and Ken Read 
prom ote the campaign

Ju s t ahead  o f th e  official s ta rt o f th e  2019 
cam p a ig n  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  to w n 's  tw o 
R otary clubs, th e  R otary Club o f D over and  
th e  R otary  C lub o f S ou th  F oreland , 
u n d e rto o k  a substan tia l c lean-up  p ro jec t in  
the  B uckland Estate ta rgeting  G reen  Lane 
from  its  top  en tran ce , a lm o st opposite  
C hrist C hurch  A cadem y, dow n in to  the 
Estate and  over the  railw ay  bridge th e n  
dow n as far as B rookfield A venue. T his 
en tire  rou te  had  b e e n  tho rough ly  c leared  
b y  R otarians ju s t tw o y ea rs  p rev iously  so it 
w as so m ew h at d isappo in ting  to find  th a t at 
the  en d  o f th e  exercise a w hopp ing  total o f 
over 70 full refuse  bags h ad  b e e n  co llected  
along w ith  a large n u m b e r o f ind iv idual 
item s such  as a w id esc reen  television , a 
p u sh  chair, large ch ild ren 's  toys, a chair, 
vases an d  o th e r artefacts. T he b u lk  o f the 
bag rubb ish  co n ten ts  in c lu d ed  tin  cans, 
p lastic  and  glass bo ttle s  an d  o th e r item s 
associated  w ith  fast food or take aw ay 
ou tle ts  b u t also in c lu d ed  several dom estic  
ru b b ish  bags th a t h a d  b e e n  filled  and  
sim p ly  th ro w n  aw ay in to  th e  verges o f the 
ro u te . T he  R o tary  e ffo rt w as a good 
k icksta rt to th e  follow ing C am paign.

P rio r to th e  c o m m en cem en t date o f the 
C am p a ig n  i ts e lf  I d e liv e red  to  ev e ry  
P rim ary  and  S econdary  School in  th e  tow n 
a p e rso n a l le t te r  a d d re sse d  to th e  
H e ad teach e r h igh ligh ting  the  C am paign  
and  encourag ing  partic ip a tio n  in  it in  som e 
form . H opefully , the  p erils  o f th e  litte r 
ep idem ic  focussed  in  th e  env iro n m en ta l 
s tud ies o f these  in s titu tio n s  b u t as on ly  one 
school re sp o n d ed  it is h a rd  to know. A  large 
A3 sized p o ste r p rom o ting  th e  C am paign  
w as delivered  at th e  sam e tim e  to each  
school.
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In  addition , I em ailed  th e  clerks o f as m an y  
local p a r ish  c o u n c ils  as I co u ld  to 
encourage  co m m u n ity  partic ip a tio n  in  the 
C am paign  an d  p ro m o tio n  o f it. T h ere  w ere 
a few  re s p o n se s  o n e  o f w h ich  w as 
pa rticu la rly  heart-w arm ing  com ing  from  
Tem ple Ewell w h ere  I w as advised  a local 
organ isa tion  for peop le  u n d e r  a d isability  
w ould  be  p a rtic ipa ting  w ith  th e ir  charges.

W h en  th e  C am p a ig n  b e g a n  o ffic ia lly  
vo lu n tee rs  in  g roups or associations and  
in d iv id u a ls  ro se  to  th e  occasion  
m agn ificen tly . M em bers o f th e  L ondon 
Road C o m m u n ity  Form , u n d e r  th e  
leade rsh ip  o f its charism a tic  lead e r D eacon  
M ichelle Legum i o f the  B eacon C hurch, 
w ere  im m ed ia te ly  active p ick ing  u p  litte r 
in  the  top en d  o f th e  tow n  and  pa in tin g  ou t 
graffiti w h ich  h ad  b e e n  p laced  on  th e  w alls 
o f a local business. It w as am azing  to see 
th e  q u an tity  o f d rin k  co n ta in ers  (cans and  
bo ttles) th a t had  b e e n  d u m p ed  in  th e  fron t 
area  o f the  old fo rm er M ethodist C hurch  in  
L ondon Road. Full m a rk s  to ou r tow n  
m ayor, T he R ight W orshipful th e  Town 
M ayor o f  Dover, M rs Sue Jo n es , w ho 
p artic ip a ted  in  th e  exercise. O ver in  St 
M argaret's Bay th e  local W om en's In s titu te  
m em bers, w ith  local le ad e r B renda Paul 
and  WI C oun ty  C hairm an  Gill Crone, he ld  
th e  first o f a series o f litte r p icks conduc ted  
over th e  w hole perio d  o f the  C am paign.

As th e  days p assed  people, b o th  young  and  
n o t so young, ga th e red  to g e th e r to c lea r 
B arton Path  alongside th e  R iver D our w hile 
th e  T ow er H am le ts  F o rum  m e m b e rs  
u n d erto o k  a sign ifican t li tte r  p ick  over a 
w ide a rea  w ith in  Tower H am le ts  and  in  
th a t a c tiv ity  w ere  tw o o th e r  Tow n 
C ouncillors - A nn  Je n n e r  an d  Pam  Brivio - 
as w ell as Paul Pearson  w ho is w ell know n  
for h is  reg u la r litte r p ick ing  activ ities in  the 
tow n  a rea  ad jo in ing  Bridge Street. Paths 
and  roads w ere  n o t th e  on ly  sub jects o f 
c lean  ups b y  vo lu n tee rs  for D over Society

m em bers, led  b y  Je re m y  Cope, d escended  
u p o n  C ow gate C e m e te ry  (w h ich  is 
reg u la rly  c lea red  b y  Society m em bers) and  
th e n  m ore  vo lun teers, inc lud ing  Society 
m e m b e r Jo h n  M organ, took  to th e  w ate rs  o f 
th e  R iver Dour, u n d e r  th e  leade rsh ip  and  
d irec tion  o f Iona  D ub ien iec  o f th e  W hite 
Cliffs C oun tryside  Partnersh ip , to c lea r ou r 
lovely  chalk  riv e r o f rubb ish  th ro w n  in  to it 
or on its b an k s  b y  though tless  o r unca rin g  
people. T he Land T rust tid ied  up  th e  Fort 
B urgoyne b o u n d a ry  n e a r  B urgoyne H eights 
w hile  unsig h tly  re d u n d a n t b a n n e rs  w ere 
rem oved  from  s tree t side railings at th e  top 
o f C onnaugh t H ill and  C astle Hill. W hy do 
organ isa tions w ho e rec t these  b a n n e rs  n o t 
take th em  dow n again  once an  ev en t has 
passed?

V olunteers u n d e rto o k  b each  c lean ing  as 
w ell as P rom enade clearing, w hile  o th e r 
vo lu n tee rs  u n d erto o k  w ork  a t Shakespeare 
Beach. R ubbish co llected  from  Castle H ill 
Road, from  its ju n c tio n  w ith  D over Road, 
G uston  dow n to L aureston  Place, filled 
seven  big bags w ith  cans an d  bo ttles  as w ell 
as y ie ld ing  up  som e h a lf  a dozen  car w heel 
hu b  caps! H ow  sad  such  a p rinc ipa l rou te  
for tou rists  to o u r m a in  to u ris t a ttrac tio n  in  
th e  form  o f th e  Castle should  be  so heav ily

Castle H ill Road Clearance 15 A p ril
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despoiled  b y  rubb ish  w ith  no-one b o th erin g  
to p ick  it up!

T he v o lu n tee rs  o f D over resp o n d ed  to th e  
challenge o f th e  C am paign  m agn ificen tly  
and, o f course, m a n y  ind iv iduals an d  o thers 
co n tin u e  these  civic activ ities th ro u g h o u t 
th e  year. It is to be  h oped  th a t m a n y  o thers 
w ill consider u n d ertak in g  m ore  freq u en t 
c lean  u p s  ra th e r  th a n  ju s t  m ak in g  an  
an n u a l appea ran ce  becau se  those  w ho drop 
all th is  rubb ish  do n o t re s t on  th e ir  lau re ls  
as it w ere  con tin u in g  w ith  th e ir  anti-social 
b eh av io u r all y e a r round .

Two notable negatives in  th is C am paign 
w ere  lack  o f partic ip a tio n  b y  N etw ork  Rail 
an d  th e  H ighw ays A gency  w ith  D over 
D istric t C ouncil th e  la t te r  in  re sp ec t o f the 
A2. H aving con tac ted  N etw ork  Rail and  
show n officials a round  b lack  spots a t P rio ry  
Hill, Tower H am le ts  and  G reen  Lane, it w as 
d isappo in ting  to le a rn  no step s w ould  be 
tak en  to c lea r th e  p iles o f rubb ish  show n to 
th e  officials because  o f th e  n a tu re  o f the 
sites concerned . In  fa irness the  cond ition  
o f th ese  sites w as n o t caused  b y  N etw ork  
Rail b u t b y  local people. H ow ever I in ten d

to keep  p ressing  for action. T h is is also the 
case for th e  A2 w h ich  m u s t look like a th ird  
w o rld  c o u n try  co n d itio n  to v is ito rs  o r 
to u ris ts  to th is  C o u n try . T he  p rac tica l 
p ro b lem  se e m s to b e  th e  d iv is ion  of 
re sp o n s ib ility  b e tw e e n  DDC (the  l i tte r  
co llec tio n  a u th o r ity )  a n d  HE (as th e  
stra teg ic  rou te  operator) as w ell as cost. 
D esp ite  p rom ises from  HE o f c lea rance  as 
a t th e  tim e  o f  w ritin g  n o th in g  h as 
m ate ria lised  b u t w h y  shou ld  th e  cond ition  
o f verges and  th e  cen tra l rese rv a tio n  o f th is 
p rinc ipa l rou te  be  allow ed to fall in to  such 
a p a rlo u s  sta te  in  th e  firs t p lace?  
C on tinu ing  m on ito ring  an d  c learance  are 
n eed ed  or, perhaps, HE shou ld  lose its 
responsib ility  for th e  m ajo r ro u tes  in  the 
first in stance?

But these  negatives shou ld  no t be  allow ed 
to d is trac t from  the  w onderfu l re sp o n se  of 
the  v o lu n tee rs  w ho p a rtic ip a ted  in  the 
C am paign  an d  m ade  such  a significant 
co n trib u tio n  to th e  im p ro v em en t o f the 
am en itie s  and  th e  e n v iro n m e n t o f th e  
tow n . W ell done  D over's  C h am p io n  
V olunteers for w h ere  w ould  w e or th e  tow n  
be  w ith o u t them ?

Dover Society members at Cowgate Cemetery


