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The Bluebell Railway
25th April 2019

Rodney Stone

Our friend, Leo’s Pride driver
Iain, recommended a trip on

the Bluebell Line with
ploughman’s lunch. Thirty-four of
us set forth with his intrepid fellow
driver Janet.

British Rail (remember them?)
closed the Lewes to East Grinstead line as
part of their purge of apparently
unprofitable services in the 1950s. A local
worthy pointed out that the line was
safeguarded by an ancient Act of
Parliament, and BR had briefly to re-install
it, acquiring the name ‘the sulky service’.
They persuaded Parliament to annul the
Act and departed by 1959. A preservation
society rose up promptly, and the Bluebell
Line has grown ever since, one of the
largest of such societies. The route is
Sheffield Park to East Grinstead, and they
plan to connect to the main line at
Haywards Heath, running to Lewes again
being now impracticable.

Sheffield Park Station has all the memorable
features, brick structure, booking hall,
smartly uniformed staff (all volunteers, of
course) and wooden destination boards.
The Museum is full of history and of
artefacts lovingly made as they were in
those days; and the joy is to get up close to
preserved engines in the engine shed,
beautifully presented and fully deserving to
be called ‘she’ rather than ‘it’ (whatever
they now call ships elsewhere). From there,

is a view of staff maintaining
engines, perhaps more a pleasure
than a job. Plus there is, of course,
a pub for the thirsty, of whom we
had some.

There is something special about
a meal on a train, in company and

in well-preserved rolling stock, most pre-
1939, and with the steady chug of the
engine up front. The views, passing slowly,
were of green and leafy (arboreal and
economic) countryside and, when we were
there, rich abundance of bluebells. Spring
had arrived.

Thanks go to those attending who put up
with the crush for elevenses at the tea room
when we arrived with another coach party
who were due before us, and to unfazed
Janet, who had to circumvent a motorway
crash on the way back, in contrast to her
smooth outward journey.
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