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Peter Sherred

o th e  b u rn in g  question  was, 
w ho w ould  find  h im se lf  or 

h e rse lf  M ayor a fter th e  M ayor 
M aking  m e e tin g  in  D over 
Town H all on  T hu rsd ay  14th 
M ay 2015? T he com plexion of 
th e  C ouncil w as su ch  th a t 
anyone  from  th e  th ree  groups 
th a t  m ad e  u p  D over Town 
C ouncil on  th a t n igh t could 
em erge  as th e  n ex t lead ing  
to w n  rep re se n ta tiv e  for the  
civic y e a r 2015 - 2016 th ere  
b e in g  fo u r In d p e n d e n t 
C ouncillo rs, six L abour 
C ounc illo rs a n d  fou r 
C onservative C ouncillors all o f w hom  had, 
on ly  a few  days earlie r on  7th May, stood 
for e lec tion  for th e  various w ards th a t m ake 
u p  th e  D over Town C ouncil e lectorate. 
C hris topher Jo h n  Precious, k now n  m ore 
u sua lly  as C hris Precious, w as e lec ted  as 
one o f th e  Town C ouncillors for Town and  
P ier w ard  along w ith  Jo h n  H eron . H e w en t 
in to  th e  key  C ouncil m ee tin g  know ing he 
w ould  be  p roposed  as Mayor, b u t w ho 
w ould  suppo rt h im ? A L abour C ouncillor 
w as also proposed  and  as h is  p a rty  w as the 
la rgest p a r ty  o n ly  tw o vo tes w ou ld  be 
n eed ed  on  top o f the  L abour votes to see 
h im  elected . A lternatively , if  a couple o f the 
others, In d ep en d en ts  and  C onservatives, 
failed to tu rn  u p  for the  m eeting , Labour's 
hold  on  the  M ayoralty  w ould  con tinue  as it 
h ad  since th e  Town C ouncil had  b e e n  
form ed. In  th e  even t every  e lec ted  person  
a tten d ed  and  w ith  th e  In d ep en d en t and  
C onservative councillors jo in ing  together 
C hris found h im se lf e lec ted  as M ayor for 
w h ich  he says he  w as “p leasan tly  surprised". 
H isto ry  w ill reco rd  C hris P recious becam e 
D over Town C ouncil's first In d ep en d en t

Mayor, ce rta in ly  since th e  1974 
re -o rg an isa tio n  o f  local 
governm en t, p u tting  a b reak  
on  the  estab lished  m onopo ly  
o f  th e  p o sitio n  b y  po litica l 
parties. H e w as to serve ju s t 
one  te rm  as M ayor befo re  
h an d in g  o v er to a n o th e r  
In d ep en d en t Councillor, Neil 
Rix, b eco m in g  th e  D ep u ty  
M ayor for th e  m un ic ipal y ear
2016 - 2017.

C hris P recious w as bo rn  on 5th 
Ju ly  1953 in  N orth  London. He 
w as one o f four ch ild ren  of his 

paren ts, E lizabeth and  W illiam  Precious, 
C hris hav ing  two b ro thers  and  one sister. 
H is sister, sadly, d ied at th e  age o f three. 
E ducated  a t St Paul's P rim ary  School, Swiss 
Cottage and  Q u in tin  G ram m ar School in  St 
Jo h n 's  Wood, C hris left school w ith  the  w ish  
o f en te ring  advertising. In itia lly  he  obtained  
e m p lo y m e n t in  a m u s ic  lib ra ry  befo re 
spend ing  e igh teen  m o n th s  in  advertising  in  
C ovent G arden  and  th e n  som e eigh t years 
ru n n in g  a v a rie ty  o f pubs and  bars in  
London. Following a persona l traum atic  
ex p erien ce , re su ltin g  in  a n e rv o u s  
b reakdow n in  London, he  m oved  dow n to 
D over in  th e  1980s. H is p a ren ts  lived in  
D y m ch u rch  and  he  found  e m p lo y m en t 
ru n n in g  T he Bell public house  in  Lydden.

It w as w hile in  D over C hris first m e t h is 
w ife-to-be, S tephan ie , w ho  h a ils  from  
C hatham . H is first m arriage hav ing  failed, 
C hris and  S tephanie  w ere  m arried  in  1999 
and  th e y  have four ch ild ren  together, the 
e ldest be ing  H onor A nn  aged 19, b o rn  w ith  
D ow ns Syndrom e and  cu rren tly  at East 
K ent College. N ext in  line is Robin Thom as,

Chris Precious - 4th Ju ly
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17, w ho has an  in te re s t in  IT  and, m ost 
recen tly  catering, w hile Lilith Eve a t 15 and  
T halia  R uth at 10 are b o th  a t school, A stor 
an d  A ycliffe P rim a ry  resp ec tiv e ly . 
S tep h an ie  w orks for Im m ig ra tio n  
E nforcem ent.

C hris b ecam e in te re s ted  in  local politics 
and  stood as an  In d ep en d en t C ouncillor in  
a by-election  som e fifteen  years  o r so ago. 
Before he  w as e lec ted  M ayor in  2015 he  had  
p rev iously  b e e n  p roposed  as D epu ty  Mayor. 
E lection  y e a r 2015 th rew  up  a n u m b e r o f 
challenges as a G eneral E lection  w as held  
on  th e  sam e day  as th e  e le c tio n s  for 
councillors o f D over D istrict C ouncil and  
also o f D over Town Council. T he coun t for 
all these  elec tions w as to be  h e ld  in  the 
Cruise T erm inal at D over W estern  Docks 
w hich  proved  unsatisfac to ry  because  the 
G eneral E lection  coun t did n o t p roduce a 
resu lt u n til early  in  th e  m o rn in g  o f th e  nex t 
day, 8 th  May, and  th e  D istrict C ouncil votes 
w ere to be coun ted  next, w ith  th e  Town 
Council votes coun ted  last o f all. A  practical 
p rob lem  w as th a t the day following E lection 
D ay a cru ise ship w as due to dock a t the 
Cruise Term inal! In  C hris's w ords it all 
b ecam e a som ew hat “chao tic” co u n t as the 
co un t for th e  Town C ouncil rep resen ta tives 
w as tran sfe rred  to W hitfield, so it w as no t

Stephanie and Chris Precious in lavender field

u n til th e  follow ing M onday, 11th May, th a t 
th e  outcom e o f th e  elec tions in  the various 
Town w ards w as kno w n  - ju s t th ree  days 
before  th e  M ayor M aking th a t w as to b reak  
th e  m ould!

From  h is though ts o f h is y ear as M ayor it is 
c lear that, like o thers w ho have tak en  on 
th e  role, he  found  for th e  nex t tw elve 
m o n th s  he  w as a very  b u sy  p erso n  indeed. 
As M ayor he  w as th e  C hairm an  o f the 
C ouncil and  in  charge a t all full Town 
Council m eetings. In  addition  he  w as the 
C ha irm an  o f th e  P lann ing  C om m ittee  and  
ex-officio a m em b er o f all o th e r com m ittees 
o f th e  Town C ouncil m ee tings w h ich  he 
endeavou red  to a tten d  un less he  w as on 
M ayoral d u tie s  e lsew h ere . W ith  few  
m em b ers  o f th e  public be ing  in te rested  in, 
or even  attending, com m ittee  or C ouncil 
m ee tin g s th e  significance and  w orth  o f a 
M ayor is m easu red  b y  public engagem en t 
an d  in  th is  C hris, like m a n y  o f h is 
p redecesso rs in  post, w as excellent.

H e recalls h is very  first engagem en t w as a 
visit to the D uke o f York's Royal M ilitary 
School at th e  inv ita tion  of th e  Executive 
H ead, C hris Russell, w h ich  w as an  ideal 
s ta rt as it proved  to be  ak in  to a fam ily day 
out! H is first officia l fun c tio n , w h ich  
b rough t hom e to h im  the significance of the 
role he had  tak en  on, w as a visit to D over 
C astle  on  th e  occasion  o f  th e  75th 
a n n iv e rsa ry  o f th e  D u n k irk  evacuation , 
O pera tion  D ynam o, for th e  unveiling  of a 
p laque w hen , along w ith  o ther dignitaries, 
he  found  h im se lf  in  th e  close com pany  of 
Lord and  Lady Ram sey. T hroughou t the 
y ea r he  had  m a n y  official du ties to perfo rm  
and  functions to a tten d  in  addition  to those 
considered  fix tures in  the M ayoral year, 
such  as R em em brance D ay parades and  
co m m em o ra tio n s  in  N o v em b er and , in  
A pril, th e  v a rio u s St G eorge 's D ay 
com m em ora tions o f th e  ra id  on  Zeebrugge 
and  O stend  in  1918. In  Ju n e  2015 C hris
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a tte n d e d  W alm er C astle for th e  
com m em ora tion  o f th e  B icen tenary  o f the 
W aterloo D ispatch.

H e and  S tephanie w ere  inv ited  b y  the H igh 
Sheriff o f K ent to an  an n u a l tea  p a rty  given 
for rep resen ta tiv es  from  all w alks o f life and 
it w as at th is  function  th a t S tephanie and  
C hris found them selves in  a large field o f 
lavender w here  a lovely  p ic tu re  o f the  two 
o f th em  w as taken.

T h ro u g h o u t th e  y e a r  C hris a tte n d e d  
n u m ero u s  M ayor M akings and  even ts in  
m a n y  of th e  n ea rb y  tow ns. O ther notable 
even ts he  recalls inc lude  th e  R em em brance 
Service on  D over seafron t in  Ju n e  2015 for 
th e  58 C hinese v ictim s found dead  in  a 
D utch refrigera ted  tru ck  com ing in to  the 
p o rt o f D over and  w hich  he  found m ost 
m oving. H e w as p re sen t at T he H erald  
Express H eart o f th e  C om m unity  A w ards at 
th e  P ort o f D over C ru ise  T erm inal 
recognising th e  con tribu tions o f people  to 
th e  tow n 's local com m unities. G rand D ay at 
th e  D uke o f York's Royal M ilitary School 
w as a very  special full day  co m m itm en t at 
th e  end  of w h ich  w as schedu led  the  D over 
Festival Prom  w hich  he  had  to ask  his 
D epu ty  to a tten d  in  h is p lace as he  had  
an o th e r function  to w h ich  he  had  b een  
inv ited  and  to w h ich  he  w as com m itted . 
A fter all a M ayor can  on ly  be in  one place 
at an y  given time!

A n exam ination  o f a sam ple o f th e  M ayor's 
E ngagem ent List in  Ju n e  2015 reveals the 
ex ten t and  scope o f the  d em an d s u p o n  his 
tim e w ith  co m m itm en ts  in  m a n y  differen t 
places. T he first w eek  o f th a t p a rticu la r 
m o n th  saw  C hris a t W alm er Castle for the 
official re-opening  of the  castle and  its 
gardens, follow ed b y  an  ev en t in  Faversham  
for M agna C arta R ediscovered and  th e n  
h ead ing  across th e  C hannel to Calais for the 
D over/C ala is  Festival o f Sport and  th e n  
b ack  to St M argaret's Bay for a “Big Lunch"

at T he P ines Calyx, in  add ition  to m ee tings 
at th e  C ouncil offices. L ater in  th e  m o n th  
h is w eek  inc luded  even ts in  D over (the sea 
fron t m em oria l p laque for the 58 C hinese 
v ictim s re fe rred  to above, the  H eart o f the 
C om m un ity  A w ards also re fe rred  to above 
and  the  A rm ed  Forces w eek en d  (H ellfire 
C orner), th e n  in  Calais he  a tten d ed  the 
inaugu ra tion  o f La H alle before v en tu ring  to 
Broadstairs for the 200th an n iversa ry  o f the 
an n o u n cem en t o f th e  outcom e o f th e  Battle 
o f W aterloo and  all these  even ts in  addition  
to C o m m ittee  an d  C ouncil w ork . T he 
following w eek  C hris w as in  D eal for F ly the 
Flag for A rm ed  Forces, ru sh ing  b ack  for a 
m eetin g  a t th e  Town C ouncil offices and  
nex t day  a ttend ing  a m eetin g  to discuss 
disabled access to buildings, th e n  chairing  
the  Town C ouncil m ee tin g  and  a ttend ing  
the  D over G ram m ar School for Girls for its 
A rt and  Photography  E xhibition and  th e n  a 
D ru m h e a d  Serv ice an d  C e rem o n y  for 
A rm ed  Forces D ay in  Deal. T he M ayor's list 
g ives a sn a p sh o t o f  th e  ac tiv itie s  and  
com m itm en ts  a Town M ayor o f D over is 
obliged to un d ertak e  in  the role o f leading 
citizen  and  for flying the  flag for Dover.

In  addition  to all th e  form al and  official 
functions and  duties, C hris w as above all 
th ings a people  p erso n  and  u n d erto o k  a vast 
ran g e  o f  fu n c tio n s  in c lu d in g  official 
open ings o f pubs and  shops and  a ttend ing  
boo t fairs and  school fetes all b y  invitation . 
To m a in ta in  a good contac t w ith  m em bers  
o f th e  public C hris b ecam e th e  first D over 
Town M ayor to open  a Facebook page, being 
aw are th a t m an y  people now adays obtain 
th e ir  new s from, or com m un ica te  through, 
social m edia. T hrough  th is m ed ium  C hris 
w ould  publish  h is schedu le  of activities for 
a w eek  or m o re  an d  th is  w ay  o f 
com m un ica tion  proved  to be  very  popu lar 
an d  e n h a n c e d  h is  e n g a g e m e n t w ith  
m em b ers  o f th e  public. F requen tly , he 
found he  had  b e e n  inv ited  to a function  
w ith  a specific aim  o f cu tting  a ribbon  or
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declaring  a fete open  b u t th e n  organisers 
had  a d ilem m a as to w hat one does w ith  a 
Town M ayor a fter th a t po in t. C hris h ad  the 
answ er - he  w ould  go ro u n d  each  function  
and  ta lk  to stallholders o r rep resen ta tives 
p re sen t and  engage w ith  people, show ing a 
k een  in te re s t in  w h a t th e y  w ere  doing and  
w hy. H e rem em b ers  in  particu la r receiv ing 
a n o te  from  th e  R everend  D r M ichael 
H in ton  (who th is y ea r has ju s t b e e n  m ade 
an  H o norary  F reem an  of D over) thank ing  
h im  p ro fusely  and  congratu lating  h im  on 
h av in g  ta k e n  tim e  to sp eak  to all 
sta llholders and  spending  tim e w ith  th em  at 
a particu la r event. For C hris it seem ed  the 
n a tu ra l th ing  to do! In  tru th  C hris w as 
clearly  n o t a perso n  im pressed  b y  th e  titles 
or th e  sta tus o f people, b u t trea ted  everyone 
w ith  equal a tten tio n  and  in terest. H e w as a 
M ayor for th e  people. W hen inv ited  to 
W alm er Castle b y  th e  Lord W arden, C hris 
took w ith  h im  h is sea cadet, O livia M oroni, 
re a so n in g  th a t each  m a y o r h a d  an  
appo in ted  cadet and  it w as on ly  righ t th a t 
cadet should  be  involved w ith  th e  m ayoral 
y e a r  ra th e r  th a n  ju s t  be  a n o m in a l 
appointee.

At th e  close of h is y ear he  received  a 
te le p h o n e  call from  Lord Boyce 
com m en ting  on  th e  fact, he  had  b rough t his 
cad e t to su itab le  fu n c tio n s  and  
congratu lating  h im  for so doing.

Reflecting on  h is y e a r C hris co m m en ts  on 
h is increased  aw areness o f ju s t how  m an y  
people  in  all w alks o f life are engaged in  
un d ertak in g  jobs and  various tasks and  
organising events, all on a v o lun ta ry  basis 
and  for the  good o f th e  tow n. H e b em o an s 
th e  lack  of engagem en t w ith  groups in  the 
tow n  b y  som e local councillors. D uring h is 
y ea r he  had  as h is n o m in a ted  charities the 
D over smART Project for young  carers and  
th e  W estern  H eights P reservation  Society 
w ho b e n e fite d  from  h is  su ppo rt. C hris 
adm its he  w as “sad to le t go” at th e  end  of

h is M ayoral y ea r b u t w as appo in ted  D epu ty  
M ayor for th e  ensu ing  year. H e con tinues to 
en joy  life as a councillor. H e rem ain s very  
active in  h is  local co m m u n ity  and  w ith in  
th e  tow n 's affairs, b e ing  a m em b er o f D over 
Tales, a m em b er o f th e  D over Society and  of 
th e  Royal British Legion and  rem ain ing  
Vice C hairm an  of th e  P lanning  C om m ittee 
on  D over Town Council. A dditionally, on 
th e  dom estic  front he  is th e  m a in  care r for 
h is  an d  S tep h an ie 's  ch ild ren  w hile  she 
re ta in s  h e r  im p o rtan t role w ith  Im m igration  
E nforcem ent. In  sho rt he leads a full life.

It m ay  have on ly  b e e n  one y ea r in  the  role 
o f M ayor b u t C hris has th e  know ledge th a t 
it w as he  w ho b roke th e  m ou ld  of 'political 
p a rty ' M ayors b y  b e in g  th e  first 
In d e p e n d e n t an d  n o n -p a r tis a n  e lec ted  
M ayor and  th e  first M ayor to em ploy  fully 
Facebook and  social m ed ia  to engage w ith  
and  keep  in  con tac t w ith  th e  people. Like 
th e  late Ronnie P hilpo tt he w as above all 
th ings a peop le 's  M ayor and  w ho is to te ll he 
w ill n o t take up  th e  role again in  th e  fu ture? 
No doubt th a t w ill b e  d e te rm in ed  b y  the 
political com plexion o f th e  Town Council, a 
body  w here  som e take th e  view  th a t p a rty  
politics should  have no  place!

A n un assu m in g  and  sociable individual, 
C hris can  look b ack  on  h is experience as 
M ayor an d  com fo rt h im se lf  w ith  th e  
know ledge o f a job  w ell done and  w ith  
dignity.

A t last the late night and early m orning has caught up


