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Dover Society Trip to Liverpool
Friday 14th to Monday 17th September 2018

Introduction
Sheila Cope

The fact th a t th is tr ip  took p lace at 
all is due  to P a tric ia 's  sh e e r  

d e te rm in a tio n  and  perseverance  as, 
toge ther w ith  Patrick 's support, she 
gradually  found  m ore partic ipan ts, 
even  b eyond  the deadline, so th a t the 
e v e n t cou ld  go a h ead  w ith o u t 
in cu rrin g  a loss to T he Society. I tru s t 
th a t the  g rea t success o f th e  ven tu re  
ju s tified  Pat's efforts in  the en d  and  
those o f u s  w ho w ere  able to go owe 
h e r  a re a l d eb t o f  g ra titu d e  for 
providing such  an  in te resting  and  
enjoyable experience. Albert D o ck  Liverpool

We have found  th e  coach firm  o f Leo's Pride 
reliable and  efficient on  p rev ious occasions. 
Ja n e t w as o u r d river th is  tim e. O ne w ould  
n ev e r have guessed  th a t she had  n o t driven  
on  th is p articu la r trip  before, y e t w e w ere 
able to relax, feeling assu red  th a t w e w ere 
in  safe hands. Jan e t 's  skill in  m anoeuv ring  
such  a large coach a round  L iverpool and  
C hester at th e  b idd ing  o f the  City G uides on 
board  w as m ost adm irable.

O ur ho te l w as com fortable w ith  help fu l staff 
w ho  re m e d ie d  o u r m in o r p rob lem s. 
N oth ing  is ever perfect. T he jo u rn e y  there
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w as a little ted ious due to heav y  traffic and  
the  hom ew ard  jo u rn e y  w as delayed  b y  an 
acciden t on  th e  M25, b u t these  w ere  m ere  
b lips w h ich  on ly  served  to em phasise  how  
trouble-free and  p leasurab le  th e  w hole trip  
had  been . A nd w h a t excellent value for 
m oney! T here  w as even  an  extra bon u s for 
four m em b ers  w ho w ere able to m ee t up  
w ith  th e ir  grandchild ren .

National Memorial Arboretum
Friday 14th 

Rodney Stone
T he tr ip  to C hester took in  a visit to the 
A rboretum  in  Staffordshire. N ow w oodland 
on  old gravel pits, th is  con ta ins m em oria ls 
o f m ore  th a n  360 organisations w ho w ish  to 
rem em b er the  serv ice and  sacrifice, often  
death , th a t people and  one ship 's cat! gave 
to th is country . In  1994 PM, Jo h n  Major, 
lau n c h e d  a fund -ra is ing  appeal, an d  it 
opened  in  2001. T he response  for finance 
an d  v o lu n te e r  su p p o rt, from  p a rts  o f 
g o v e rn m en t, th e  S erv ices an d  civ ilian  
groups, h a s  b e e n  en o rm o u s, and
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organisations are still acquiring  p ieces of 
land  th e re  to com m em ora te  people  w ho 
rem a in  d ear to them .

W hile w e w ere th ere  the  Royal A rm y D ental 
Corps w ere rem em b erin g  lost colleagues, 
and  th ere  are m an y  groups, serv ing  and  
retired , w ho com e regularly . T here  are 
m ajo r gatherings on R em em brance D ay 
and  o th e r ann iversaries. M em orials range 
from  a sim ple p laque to e laborate sculpture, 
b u t all have m ean ing  to those  w ho install 
and  attend . A m ong th e  m ost po ignan t is 
th a t to 306 soldiers sho t at daw n in  WW1. In  
m an y  cases it is now  acknow ledged th a t the 
b a ttle fron t w as ju s t too m u ch  for th em  to 
handle, n o t th a t th e y  w ere  cow ards. O ne 
sa lu tary  m em oria l is th a t to th e  16,000, yes
16,000, service p e rso n n e l w ho have d ied to 
p ro tec t u s since WW2. O f in te re s t to D over 
are th e  m ajo r m em oria ls  to th e  M erchant 
and  Royal Navies, figh ter pilots, and  an ti­
a irc ra ft g u nners , b u t th e re  w ere  m a n y  
o thers in  service and  civilian ro les w ho 
served, and  died, alongside them . T h in k  of 
th e  Royal N ational L ifeboat In s titu tion  and  
Boys' Brigade am ong so m any . To go w ith  
ou r D over Patro l a t St. M argaret's and  
m em oria ls on  th e  seafront, th e  A rboretum  
has for the  M erchan t N avy a forest o f trees, 
one  for each  o f th e  2,000 an d  m ore  
m erch an t sh ips lost in  WW2.

T he visit is hum bling  b u t inspiring . All 
those people  and  all th a t th e y  did for us, 
and  praise  to those w ho keep  th e  m em ories  
alive.

Terracotta Warriors' Exhibition
Saturday 15th, Morning 

Jeremy Cope

Wi th o u t a n y  p re lim in a ry  re se a rc h  I 
w en t into  th e  exhibition  im agin ing  we 

w ould  be  lea rn ing  about an  em pero r's  tom b 
w ith  its very  im pressive grave goods. T he 
exhibition  w as very  m u ch  m ore. It to ld  of 
th e  fo rm ation  of C hina and  gave u s an

in s ig h t in to  its  w orld . It w as a story, 
probably  g rea te r in  scope th a n  th e  creation  
o f Rome and  its Em pire.

T he first E m pero r o f C hina Ying Z heng  w as 
b o rn  in  259 BC, becam e King of the  Qin 
K ingdom  in  246 BC and  th rough  conquest 
b ecam e E m pero r and  u n if ie r o f C hina in  
221 BC, dying in  210 BC. H e w as a ru th less  
ty ra n t w ho laid  th e  foundations o f the 
sy s tem  o f im p e ria l a d m in is tra tio n  an d  
th rough  th a t adm in is tra tion  crea ted  a road 
ne tw o rk  and  construc ted  a canal w h ich  cut 
th ro u g h  m o u n ta in  ranges, se t q u a lity  
s tandards o f m an u fac tu red  objects, bu ilt the 
G rea t Wall an d  s tan d a rd ised  w rit te n  
characters, coins w eights and  m easures.

T he E m pero r feared  dea th  and  searched  for 
an  elix ir to give h im  im m ortality . H ow ever 
th e  elixir he  u sed  con ta ined  m ercu ry  w hich  
led  to h is  dea th  on  a to u r o f h is em pire  aged 
on ly  49. T his did n o t stop h im  bu ild ing  a 
m auso leum , and  following bu ria l traditions, 
p lan n ed  it from  his early  days as King. The 
exhib ition  is th e  m ere s t sam ple  o f the  
co n ten ts  o f the tom b b u t even  so th e  quality  
o f th e  exam ples includ ing  12 life sized 
w arrio rs in  d ifferen t poses, horses, carriages 
and  o rnam en ts, g reatly  im presses b u t the
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creation  of th e  w hole m auso leum  includ ing
6,000 w a rrio rs  is m in d  boggling . T he 
construction  of th is  huge m auso leum  needs 
to be set against a background  o f laying the 
foundations for th e  C h inese em pire  and  
b u ild in g  large p a lac es  to im p re ss  and  
d em onstra te  h is pow er and  th e  skills o f his 
em pire . T he exhibition  also in fo rm s about 
th e  huge n u m b ers  w ho slaved on  these  
schem es and  o f child less concub ines bu ried  
alive w ith  th e  E m p ero r - little w o n d er as to 
h is rep u ta tio n  as a crue l ty ran t.

T he huge drive and  effort to achieve all of 
th is  m u s t have caused  exhaustion  and  have 
con tribu ted  to th e  rap id  decline of th e  Q in  
dynasty . T he Q in  w ere succeeded  b y  the 
H a n  d y n asty . T he  ex h ib itio n  co n ta in s  
exam ples o f H an  grave goods b u t no th in g  as 
im pressive.

I  have on ly  scratched  the surface o f th is 
exhibition and  its story. A m ost w orthw hile 
v isit to be  tho roughly  recom m ended . A 
fu rth e r thought, I  left w ondering  about all 
th e  adm inistrators, craftsm en  and  artists 
w ho  c re a te d  su ch  w o n d e rs  an d  th e  
te c h n ic a l re v o lu tio n  it w ou ld  have  
engendered .

Coach tour Around Central 
Liverpool

Saturday 15th, Early Afternoon  
Sheila Cope

Ou r  efficient guide first po in ted  ou t the 
Yellow S u p e rla m b a n a n a  (cross 

b e tw een  lam b and  b a n a n a ) now  located  in  
T ith eb a rn  S treet and  crea ted  for the  1998 
A rtT ransP enn ine  Exhibition , p a rtly  as a 
c o m m e n t on  th e  d an g ers  o f g en e tic  
eng inee ring  b u t also to m ark  som e of the 
h is to ric  cargoes h a n d le d  b y  L iverpoo l 
Docks. 125 m in i rep licas in  d ifferen t colours 
w ere p laced  a round  the  C ity to m a rk  the 
2008 C ity o f C u ltu re  events. Som e o f the 
n o tab le  b u ild in g s  p a ssed  in c lu d e d  an  
im pressive a rt deco bu ild ing  w hich  proved

f
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to be  ju s t a ven tila to r for one o f the  M ersey 
tunnels, th e  City H all and  o f course the 
iconic L iver Building crow ned  w ith  its two 
Liver Birds, th e  fem ale facing ou t to sea and  
aw aiting re tu rn in g  m arin e rs  and  the  m ale 
at th e  re a r  scann ing  th e  city  for pubs, so we 
w ere told.

A fter tou ring  th e  G eorgian district, once the 
re s id en ce  o f L iverpoo l's  p ro fessio n a l 
classes, w e a rr iv ed  a t th e  A ng lican  
C athedra l, B rita in 's  la rgest, san d s to n e  
covered and  rec tangu la r w ith  its im m ense  
cen tra l tower. G ilbert Scott, a novice aged 
22, w on  the  com petition  for its design in  
1902. In  spite o f its m assive size th e  in te rio r 
w as in  no  w ay  forbidding, feeling w arm  and  
rich. As a cen tre  o f C hristian  w orsh ip  and  
m ission, and  free to enter, one felt th a t it 
se rv es its  c o m m u n ity . T he  fam ous 
M etropolitan  or R om an C atholic cathedral, 
c ircu lar and  in  Portland stone su rm o u n ted  
b y  its lan te rn  and  crow n o f p in n ac les  and  
opened  in  1967, is only  a sho rt d istance 
aw ay  a n d  a co m p le te  c o n tra s t to th e  
A nglican cathedral. Both ca thedra ls occupy 
h igh g round  and  m ay  be  clearly  seen  from  
th e  M ersey.

O ur to u r en d ed  on  th e  W aterfront n e a r  the 
fam ous Beatles sta tue  and  the  M useum  of 
Liverpool. N ow  a UNESCO World H eritage 
Site, how  d ifferen t it m u s t be from  the days 
w h en  9 m illion  em igran ts sailed  from  the 
port.

Mersey Ferry Experience
Saturday 15th, Late Afternoon  

Mike Weston
O ur first sight o f th e  M ersey  F erry  w e w ere 
to sail on  m ade one look tw ice. T he vessel 
'Snow drop' w as p a in ted  in  various colours 
in  w h a t ap p eared  to be a haphazard  design. 
T h is tu rn e d  ou t to be  a First World War 
co m m em ora tion  in  h o n o u r o f the  p a tte rn s  
th a t w ere  first u sed  on  vessels in  W orld War 
One. T hey  w orked  b y  m ak ing  it h a rd  from  a 
d istance to m ake out, type, size and  course 
o f a vessel pa in ted  w ith  th is 'dazzle design'. 
Setting sail from  th e  fe rry  landing  stage in 
L iverpool on  our fifty m in u te  trip, th ree  
iconic bu ild ings straigh t aw ay canno t be 
m issed . T h e y  d o m in a te  th is  p a r t o f 
Liverpool. “T he T h ree  Graces" as th e y  are 
know n, are th e  C unard  Building, T he Port 
o f L iverpool Building and  th e  Royal Liver 
Building w ith  its  tw o L iver Birds atop. 
H eading  dow nstream  th e  L iverpool cruise 
te rm in a l is soon  passed  and  com ing into 
v iew  w as a long stre tch  o f th e  M ersey. O n 
th e  righ t could be  seen  th e  m an y  docks 
w hich  over th e  years  have b e e n  u sed  b y  
m a n y  th o u san d s o f cargo vessels from  all 
over the w orld. Sadly m ost o f these  docks 
are hard ly  being  u sed  as sh ips have becom e 
b igger and  th e  docks are therefo re  no t 
suitable and  a lo t have fallen into decay. 
H ow ever on  the ho rizon  could be  seen  the 
G ladstone D ocks and  th e  Seaforth Term inal, 
b o th  o f  w h ich  a re  m u c h  u se d  today, 
especially  b y  very  large co n ta in er ships.

A fte r p ass in g  th e  
P rin ces  H a lf  T ide 
D ock a tu rn  w as m ade 
tow ards th e  W irral 
P en in su la  o n  th e  
opposite  side o f the  
River from  Liverpool. 
As w e tu rn e d  a good 
view  dow n the  river of 
N ew  B righton could be 
seen  at th e  tip  o f theSnow drop M ersey Ferry  Experience
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W irral Peninsula. Seacom be Landing Stage 
w as soon  re a c h e d  w h ich  is th e  
d isem bark ing  p o in t for those  w ish ing  to 
v isit Spaceport. A  few  m in u te s  alongside 
th e n  off again  up stream  tow ards W oodside 
F e rry  T erm inal, th e  lan d in g  for th o se  
passengers living at o r v isiting  B irkenhead. 
W oodside T erm inal is also th e  land ing  p o in t 
for visitors to th e  U-Boat story  m u seu m  
w hich  occupies a site alongside the  landing. 
O n th e  w ay  to W oodside Term inal, the 
B irk en h ead  cargo an d  p a sse n g e r  fe rry  
te rm in a l w as passed  w here  ferries be tw een  
N o rth  a n d  S ou th  Ire la n d  sail. L eaving 
W oodside T erm inal 'Snow drop' con tinued  
up stream  passing  C am m el Laird's fam ous 
sh ipyard  w here  m an y  illustrious ships w ere 
b u ilt inc lud ing  C unard 's 'M auretan ia ' and  
th e  a irc ra ft c a rr ie r  'Ark Royal', b efo re  
tu rn in g  tow ards th e  L iverpool side o f the 
M ersey. C rossing the  river fine view s o f the 
city  skyline w ith  its tw o g reat ca thedrals 
w ere observed. N earing  th e  n o rth  shoreline 
th e  refu rb ished  dock area  a round  th e  very  
po p u lar A lbert D ock area w ith  its old and 
n e w  b u ild in g s  w ere  c lea rly  seen . 
A pproaching  th e  L iverpool fe rry  te rm in a l 
w e passed  ju s t ahead  o f the  cruise lin er 
'Black W atch' w h ich  w as ju s t leaving the 
cru ise  term inal.

I am  sure all w ho took p a rt found  th e  fifty 
m in u te s  o n  th e  'S now drop ' a v e ry  
in te restin g  experience.

Visit to Chester
Sunday 16 th

T he w hole day  w as g iven up  to a m ost 
p leasan t outing  to Chester.

The Story of the Band That 
Changed the World

M onday 17th
Pat Hooper-Sherratt

M onday 17th Septem ber. We left o u r ho te l 
at 9.30 for o u r jo u rn e y  hom e, b u t no t 
w ith o u t first v is iting  'T h e  B eatles

Experience'. T he  m agical 'h istory ' to u r w as 
about to begin.

Jo h n  L ennon  w as a g reat fan o f Lonnie 
D onegan. At th e  age o f 15 he  form ed a 
skiffle group called T he Q uarrym en , n am ed  
a f te r  Q u a rry  B ank  H igh  School. Paul 
M cC artney  a tte n d e d  th e ir  c o n ce rt a t a 
garden  fete; he w as im pressed  b y  w h a t he 
saw, so in troduced  h im se lf to John , and  
from  th e re  th e  o thers followed.

O n arrival, w e w ere  issued  w ith  digital 
handsets, to guide u s around, w hile telling  
the  story, w h ich  lasted  about 2? hours. The 
h an d se ts  w ere  quite confusing for m ost o f 
us, and  others; w e seem ed  to be  in  the 
w rong  part, som etim es th e  record ing  w asn 't 
alw ays m atch ing  w ith  th e  talk  w e w ere 
hearing! However, it w as all d isp layed  in  
large w riting  on  th e  walls. I felt I w ould 
have liked m ore tim e  there, in  o rder to read  
the  story  thoroughly . As you  can  IMAGINE 
(the last song being  p layed  on exit).

It w as w o n d e rfu l to see y o u n g e r  
genera tions caught u p  in  th e  atm osphere . 
T he B eatles w ill n o t be forgotten  for a very  
long tim e.

I have to say  a g reat th an k  you  to ou r driver 
Jan e t, w e h ad  traffic  ho ld -ups o n  th e  
outw ard  jo u rn e y  and  even  longer hold-ups 
hom ew ard  bound . She did a sterling  job.
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The Beatles statue at the Pier Head, Liverpool


