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The White Cliffs Country Tourism Alliance
Alan Sencicle

The las t m ee tin g  o f th e  W hite Cliffs 
C o u n try s id e  T o u rism  A llian ce  

(WCCTA) w as h e ld  in  C onstab le 's  Tower, 
D o v er C astle . O n e  ite m  w ill b e  o f 
p a rt ic u la r  in te re s t to th e  D over Society. 
P re s e n t a t th a t  m e e tin g  w as  N eil 
M cC ullom , H isto ric  P ro p e rtie s  D irector, 
E nglish  H eritage  (South East).

N eil o u tlin e d  a p la n  to  e lim in a te  car 
p a rk in g  w ith in  th e  castle  grounds!

E nglish  H eritage  (EH ) b e liev e  it  m ak es 
m ore  sen se  if  v is ito rs p a rk  th e ir  cars in  th e  
tow n. If  th e y  w ere  to do th is, th e y  w ill be  
m o re  th a n  lik e ly  to co n tr ib u te  to  th e  
tow n 's  econom y . I su sp ec t th is  logic is 
b a se d  o n  th e  d e s ire  to s ig n if ic a n tly  
in c rea se  v is ito r n u m b e rs  to th e  castle. 
T h e re  is in su ffic ien t space for cars to p a rk  
w ith in  th e  g ro u n d s a t p e a k  tim es. A ccess 
for cars is v ia  a one-w ay  sy s tem  con tro lled  
b y  traffic  signals.

Personally , I th in k  th is  is going to be 
ra th e r  p ro b lem atic  as ca r p a rk in g  space in  
th e  tow n  is a lread y  v e ry  lim ited . S hu ttling  
large n u m b e rs  o f v is ito rs b e tw e e n  th e  
tow n  an d  castle  w ill be  a n o th e r  issue  to be  
d ea lt w ith .

O ne so lu tion  m ig h t be  to b u ild  a m u lti­
s to rey  car p a rk  on  th e  site o f  th e  p re s e n t 
le isu re  c e n tre . T h is  w o u ld  h av e  to 
in co rp o ra te  a lift u p  to a m u c h  h ig h e r level 
w ith  d irec t d isab led  access in to  th e  castle  
g rounds. T h is  cou ld  possib ly  cost in  excess 
o f £ 5m illion  so it m ig h t n o t b e  affordable. 
A  cable c a r co n n ec tio n  w as m e n tio n e d  
again . T he la tte r  w ou ld  be  v u ln e rab le  to 
d is ru p tio n  a t tim e s  o f h igh  w inds.

A  co m b in a tio n  o f h igh  e n try  costs, n ow  
£20 /£22  for adults, ca r p a rk in g  charges, as 
w ell as th e  cost o f a cable ca r ride  m a y  be 
u n accep tab le  for m a n y  p o te n tia l visitors. 
A  co m b in ed  tick e t p e rh ap s?

N eil also said  EH w ou ld  like to in c rease  
a n n u a l v is ito r n u m b e rs  from  375,000 to
500,000. I su sp ec t th is  is b ecau se  D over 
C astle  m a k e s  a v e ry  s ig n if ic a n t 
c o n tr ib u tio n  to th e  ru n n in g  costs o f o th e r 
less  p o p u la r (and  less expensive  to e n te r)  
EH p ro p e rtie s . T h is  desire  w ill re s u lt in  
m a n y  m o re  cars, p a r tic u la r ly  on  b u sy  
s u m m e r w eek en d s  a t tim e s  o f specia l 
even ts .

Before th e  m ee tin g  closed, I w as able to 
o u tlin e  m y  ow n co n tr ib u tio n  to th e  flood 
b a rr ie r , n o w  in  th e  f in a l s tag e s  o f 
c o n s tru c tio n  b y  D over H a rb o u r B oard 
con trac to rs, as p a r t o f th e  W ellington D ock 
N av igational C h an n e l p ro ject.

I m e n tio n e d  th is  as co m m en ts  h a d  b e e n  
m ad e  a t p rev io u s m ee tin g s  regard ing  th e  
sho rtage  o f h o te l b ed s  in  Dover. A  n ew  
h o te l w as p la n n e d  as p a r t  o f  a DHB 
W estern  D ocks re d e v e lo p m e n t sch em e  in  
1993. T he E n v iro n m en t A gency  (EA) had  
o b je c te d  to  a n u m b e r  o f  p la n n e d  
d e v e lo p m e n ts  to  b e  s ited  a ro u n d  th e  
W ellin g to n  D ock  on  th e  g ro u n d s  o f 
u n accep tab le  flood risk . As w ell as th e  
p la n n e d  h o te l, th e s e  in c lu d e d  a large 
h y p e rm ark e t, re s id en tia l accom m odation , 
p lu s  assoc ia ted  cafes an d  re s tau ran ts .

M y co n tr ib u tio n  w as w ell rece iv ed  b y  th e  
c o m m itte e . F o llow ing  th e  m e e tin g , 
m e m b e rs  w ere  able to en jo y  a to u r  o f 
C onstab le 's  Tower.


