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o f land  b an k in g  th a t th e  G o v ern m en t m u s t 
im p le m e n t p en a ltie s  to deve lopers w ho 
ad op t th is  po licy  p rev en tin g  th e  d e livery  of 
m u ch  n e e d e d  hou sin g  stock.

F o rm e r  S t M a ry 's  R e s id e n t ia l  H o m e
T h is  G rade II  listed  b u ild in g  w ith in  th e  
D over C astle C onserva tion  A rea  h as ju s t  
su b m itte d  a p la n n in g  a p p lic a tio n  to 
ch an g e  u se  to  a Bed an d  B reak fas t 
e s ta b lish m e n t w ith  4 2 /4 3  ro o m s w ith  
double o ccu p an cy . T h e re  have b e e n  over 
re c e n t y ea rs  a dec line  in  B&B b u sin e sse s  
due  to th e  a d v e n t o f  B udget H o te ls  
(T rav e lo d g e /P rem ie r In n ) . O u r c o n ce rn  is 
th is  w ill n o t be  u sed  for o v ern igh t ho liday  
re s id en ts  b u t sh o rt-te rm  use  b y  L ondon  
Borough te n a n ts  o r if  fu tu re  UK b o rd e r 
checks are re tu rn e d  to D over w ill, as in  th e  
1990's in  Folkestone Road, be  u sed  as 
te m p o ra ry  im m ig ran t facility .

A s a re s id en tia l facility  th e  room s w ere  
single o ccu p an cy . T he  room s v a ry  in  size 
b u t on  average are 16 to 18 sq. m . T h is is 
above th e  m in im u m  size for B&B use  b u t 
w e ll b e lo w  g u id e lin e s  for p ro p e r ty  
convers ions w h ere  a Studio F lat is req u ired  
to have a m in im u m  o f 30 sq. m , a one- 
b ed ro o m  flat 40 sq. m  an d  a tw o-bed fla t 50 
sq. m .

We have suggested  the  p ro p e r ty  w ou ld  be 
idea l for conversion  to flats if  th e re  is no 
re s id en tia l p ro v id e r to co n tin u e  existing 
use. Several ob jec tions have b e e n  m ade  
a n d  as su ch  w ill be  decided  a t a fu tu re  
DDC P lan n in g  C om m ittee  m eeting .

T h ere  is also a shortage  o f R esiden tia l C are 
fa c ilitie s  in  D over an d  m a n y  h ave  
exp ressed  c o n ce rn  th a t th e  b u ild ing  should  
co n tin u e  to be  u sed  for su ch  a facility.

COWGATE CEMETERY Jeremy Cope

I n e v e r  ceased  to be  am azed  a t th e  
speed  w ith  w h ich  grass an d  p lan ts  

grow. I t  is a lm ost is if  th e  re s id en ts  
give orders abou t th e  ra te  o f p lan t 
grow th. W hilst it k eeps u s  b u sy  th e  
c e m e te ry  does rea lly  look  lovely  w ith  
fine v iew s across th e  to w n  to th e  
Castle. We w elcom ed  Ted E llio tt to th e  
team . H e fits in  w ell w ith  th e  h u m o u r 
at o u r te a  breaks.

I f  an y o n e  else w ou ld  like to jo in  ou r 
h a p p y  b a n d  do p lease  p h o n e  m e  on 
01304 211348 o r em a il m e  on
je r e m y c o p e @ w i l l e r s l e y .p lu s .c o m  
W orking sessions are u su a lly  the  first 
T h u rsd ay  an d  second  S a tu rd ay  in  th e  
m o n th  9.00 am  to n o o n  b u t d ep e n d e n t 
on  w e a th e r  a n d  m e m b e rs  socia l 
co m m itm en ts . D ates for th e  m o n th  
ah ead  w ill be  on  th e  w ebsite  b u t it 
w ou ld  b e  b e s t for a n y  n ew  vo lu n tee rs  
to co n tac t m e  first. Headstone o f  Stephen Booker Pain at Cowgate
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