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Patrick  Sherratt

Wr itin g  th is  re p o r t  in  M ay I look  
fo rw ard  to  a w a rm  a n d  p le a s a n t 

sum m er. I w ou ld  also th a n k  th e  m a n y  
m em b ers  w ho  sen t good w ish es a fte r m y  
m a jo r su rg ery  ea rlie r  th is  year.

T he P lan n in g  C om m ittee  w ill co n tin u e  to 
m ake  c o m m e n t on  local p lan n in g  issues 
w ith  th e  objective to im prove b o th  the 
v isual and  socio-econom ic profile  o f Dover.

R oad  a n d  T ransport in fra stru ctu re
W ith  th e  lo r ry  p a rk  sc h e m e  a t 
W esten h an g er/S tan fo rd  b e in g  scu p p ered  I 
an tic ip a te  a fu tu re  h ighw ays consu lta tion . 
H ighw ays E ng land  have p rep a red  a “post 
Brexit" sc h e m e  fo r th e  M20 th a t  is 
cu rre n tly  (M ay 2018) th e  sub jec t o f Select 
T ransport C om m ittee  debate . I f  th e  Select 
C om m ittee  approve th e  p ro p o sed  schem e I 
expect to h e a r  from  H ighw ays E ng land  in  
o rd e r for th e  Society  to m ake  app rop ria te  
com m en ts .

In  m y  last re p o r t I in d ica ted  th e  tim esca le  
for th e  T h ird  T h am es C rossing schem e. 
T h is  in d ica ted  S ta tu to ry  C onsu lta tion  in  
2018 b u t to date  n o th in g  received .

D over  W estern  D o ck s R ev iva l (D W D R )
T he n ew  cargo h an d lin g  a reas  are w ell 
u n d e r  co n stru c tio n . We m ad e  c o m m e n t to 
DHB th a t th e  quayside  p iling  shou ld  be 
faced. Sadly, th is  w as n o t done on  th e  
M arina  C urve b u t th e  E aste rn  B reakw ater 
(N ew  Pier) h as b e e n  faced. Capt. W eston 
h as sough t a lifting  b ridge from  th e  N ew  
P ier to th e  M arina  Curve, how ever, th is  
suggestion  h as n o t b e e n  tak en  forw ard  by  
DHB. Do v is it th e  m a r in a  at E astbourne  
w h e re  a se ries  o f su ch  b ridges en su re  
c ircu la r w alks. T he  “Cut" b e tw e e n  th e

M arin a  an d  W elling ton  D ock  is a t an  
advanced  stage o f co n stru c tio n . T hrough  
A lan Sencicle w e expressed  c o n ce rn  at 
tida l cond itions an d  th e se  w ere  tak en  on 
b oard  b y  DHB an d  th e  co n stru c tio n  seem s 
to have  solved th is  p rob lem .

D over  L eisu re  C entre
C o n stru c tio n  c o n tin u e s  w ith  th e  m a in  
b u ild ing  in  p rocess o f bu ild ing . Still on  
tim e  for op en in g  2019.

DTIZ (S t J a m es  D e v e lo p m e n t)
T he c in em a  an d  som e re ta il u n its  now  
o p en . Two p ro sp e c tiv e  te n a n ts  h ave  
w ithd raw n . At th e  tim e  o f w ritin g  th is 
re p o r t  p a rk in g  is free, h o w ev e r w h e n  
p ark ing  charges ap p ly  it is u n d e rs to o d  th a t 
e m p lo y e e s  o f  th e  u n its  w ill n o t be  
p e rm itte d  to use  th e  car park . We are 
co n ce rn ed  th a t th is  w ill cause d ifficu lty  in  
re sp ec t to “on-street" p a rk in g  an d  have 
asked  DDC to do a p a rk in g  su rv ey  o f th e  
C astle  W ard a re a  w h e n  all u n its  a re  
opera tional.

C astle  S tree t/B ig g in  S treet
As th e  ro le o f  th e  tow n  cen tre  evolves 
m ore  change o f use  p lan n in g  app lica tions 
are b e in g  rece iv ed  for C astle S tree t and  
B iggin S tree t, b o th  w ith in  D over 
C onservation  A reas. T he Society  su p p o rts  
u p p e r  floors o f u n u se d  bu ild in g s chang ing  
from  com m erc ia l to re s id en tia l use. We 
strive to seek  q u a lity  d ev e lo p m en t and  
re c e n tly  a p lan n in g  app lica tion  for n in e  
flats w as m ad e  in  Biggin S treet. Seven of 
th ese  fell b e low  th e  gu id e lin es  o f hav ing  
40sq m . T he Case O fficer igno red  these  
g u ide lines an d  in  fact in d ica ted  to th e  
app lican t p e rm iss io n  w ou ld  be  g ran ted  10 
days befo re c losure o f  pub lic  com m ents .
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T he app lica tion  also invo lved  a lte ra tio n  to 
th e  shop  fron t for access to th e  flats. We 
ob jected  as th e  app lica tion  failed to deliver 
DDC C onversion  to F lats gu id e lin es or 
sh o p fro n t c o n v e rs io n s  in  c o n se rv a tio n  
areas . W ith  fu r th e r  o b jec tio n s  th e  
a p p lic a tio n  w as d e c id e d  b y  th e  DDC 
P la n n in g  C o m m ittee . T h is  re s u lte d  in  
red u c tio n  to sev en  flats a lthough  five w ere  
still b e low  th e  40sq m . It th e n  tran sp ired  
th a t th e  C onversion  to F lats G u idelines 
da ted  M ay 2006 h ad  n o t b e e n  ad o p ted  b y  
DDC, y e t  a n o th e r  leg a l fa ilu re . I am  
p ressing  for th ese  to be ad o p ted  as soon  as 
possib le  a lthough  DDC are re lu c ta n t to do 
so u n til th e  n ex t D istric t Local P lan  th a t in  
re a lity  m a y  n o t com e in to  force u n til 
2020/2021. In  th e  m ean tim e  sub stan d ard  
p ro p e rtie s  co n tin u e  to secu re  p lan n in g  
p e rm iss ion . O f in te re s t th e  ap p lica tion  in  
q u es tio n  w as th e n  ad vertised  for sale on 
th e  in te rn e t w ith  a p o ten tia l p ro fit to the 
ap p lican t o f m ore  th a n  £150k in  w h a t is 
k n o w n  as “flipping" w h e re  th e  app lican t 
h as no in te n tio n  o f de livering  b u t seek  
p la n n in g  c o n se n t to in c re a se  th e  sale 
p rice . T h is  o f te n  le a d s  to b u ild in g s  
rem a in in g  em pty .

C on serv a tio n  A reas
T he p roposed  a lte ra tio n s  to th e  W aterloo 
C rescen t C o n serv a tio n  A rea  to inc lude  
G ranville G ardens, gard en  to th e  seaw ard  
side o f th e  G atew ay  flats and  E sp lanade 
and  b each  in  fron t o f W aterloo M ansions 
w e re  su p p o r te d  b y  th e  S ociety . T he  
P rin c ip a l H e ritag e  O fficer m u s t be 
con g ra tu la ted  on  m ak ing  a sou n d  case for 
th e  ex tens ion  o f th e  a rea  b u t th e  DDC 
ca b in e t d e c id e d  n o t to a c c e p t th e  
re co m m en d a tio n  to ex ten d  th e  area. At 
leas t one DDC counc illo r w ho  is a m e m b e r 
o f c ab in e t h as o n  m ore  th a n  one occasion 
sa id  C o n se rv a tio n  A reas a n d  L isted  
bu ild ings shou ld  be done aw ay  and  w ould  
h av e  b e e n  in f lu e n tia l  in  th e  d ec is io n  
m aking .

C onserva tion  A ppraisals. D erek  is fo rm ing  
a group  to p rocess  ou r first a ttem p t. T his 
w ill be in  re sp e c t to th e  D our S tree t 
C onserva tion  A rea.

S e c tio n  215 o f  T ow n a n d  C o u n try  
P la n n in g  A ct 1990
Follow ing m y  visit to H astings Borough 
C ouncil, w ho are th e  m o s t active council 
in  UK for serv ing  215 notices, w e w ere  able 
in  2010 to p e rsu a d e  DDC to u se  th is  
le g is la tio n  to  im p ro v e  th e  e x te rn a l 
ap p ea ran ce  o f bu ild ings. By 2014 w e had  
o v er 100 Tow n C e n tre /F o lk e s to n e  Rd 
p ro p e rtie s  on  th e  list. DDC th e n  decided  to 
stop 215 ac tion  in  Dover, as councillo rs had  
sough t s im ila r ac tion  across th e  D istrict. I 
have fough t to re -co m m en ce  215 ac tion  in  
D over and  I am  p leased  th a t D over now  
h as a d ed ica ted  officer w ork ing  th ro u g h  
o u r o rig inal list p lu s  som e additions. I am  
aw aiting  a m ee tin g  w ith  the  en fo rcem en t 
te am  to en su re  p ro p e rtie s  o n  o u r orig inal 
list are hav ing  215 n o tices  served.

F arth in g loe  a n d  W estern  H e ig h ts
A pub lic  co n su lta tio n  exh ib ition  w as held  
a t th e  B arn at F arth ing loe on  th e  1 5 th /1 6 th  
M ay. S om e m in o r  a lte ra t io n s  to  th e  
o rig inal ap p lica tion  w ere  m ade  an d  w e 
aw ait full de tails w h e n  a full p lan n in g  
app lica tion  is m ade.

F ailure to  d ev e lo p  b ro w n fie ld  s ite s  in  
D over
At a m ee tin g  w ith  th e  n ew  L eader o f DDC 
and  th e  CEO o f DDC I ra ised  the  issue o f 
de lay  in  th e  d e livery  on  b row nfie ld  sites 
th a t  h av e  p la n n in g  p e rm iss io n . T he  
W estm o u n t s ite  is a w a itin g  p la n n in g  
a p p lic a tio n  from  th e  d eve loper. T h is  
sh o u ld  in c lu d e  th e  m u c h -n e e d e d  car 
p ark ing  facilities a t D over P riory . O n the  
C o n n au g h t B arracks site, th e  H om es and  
C o m m u n ity  A gency  is abou t to ap p o in t a 
d eve loper to d e liver th e  “Officers" a rea  th a t 
re c e n tly  re ce iv ed  p la n n in g  a g re e m e n t.
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T he m a in  C o n n au g h t B arracks site  h as  
s til l to  h av e  a p la n n in g  a p p lic a tio n  
su b m itte d  b u t it w ill a lm o st c e r ta in ly  be 
for a h ig h -d en sity  d e v e lo p m en t. T h is  is 
v e ry  sad  as I w as re liab ly  in fo rm ed  th a t a 
d ev e lo p e r w as p re p a re d  to d e liv e r h igh  
q u a lity  execu tive  h o u se s  on  th is  p rim e  
site  w ith  d irec t v iew s o f  th e  castle  a n d  th e  
E n g lish  C h a n n e l. D o v e r d e s p e ra te ly  
n e e d s  h igh  q u a lity  b u ild  to a ttra c t fu tu re  
d ev e lo p m e n t g row th  as over th e  y ea rs  
p o o r p la n n in g  h as se e n  all six D over 
w ard s d rift in to  th e  top  20% o f  d ep riv ed  
w ard s w ith in  E n g lan d /W ales  an d  as su ch  
m a n y  d e v e lo p e rs  a re  p u t  o ff  from  
co m m ittin g  to p ro jec ts  in  Dover.

B u s R ap id  T ransport (B R T)
T his h as b e e n  ta lked  ab o u t for several 
y ea rs  an d  w as to be fu n d ed  b y  Section  106 
co n trib u tio n s  from  th e  sale o f p ro p e rtie s  in  
th e  W hitfield  U rban  D ev elo p m en t Plan. 
D ev e lo p m en t at W hitfield  is n o t m ov ing  as 
fas t as a n tic ip a te d  a n d  DDC re c e n tly  
secu red  a £16 .4m illion  g ran t for d e livery  of 
th e  BRT.

T he BRT w ill o pera te  from  W hitfield  across 
th e  A2 (new  bridge) an d  pass th rough  
G uston  an d  C on n au g h t B arracks to th e  
tow n  an d  D over P rio ry  Station. I f  th e  
F arth ing loe d ev e lo p m en t takes p lace  th e  
BRT w ill be  ex ten d ed  to Farth ingloe. No 
tim esca le  h as b e e n  g iven for th is  p ro jec t 
an d  w e aw ait fu r th e r  details.

D o v er  H o sp ita l (P o ly c l in ic ) .  T h e L ost 
O p p o r tu n ity
I re p o r te d  in  th e  las t n e w sle tte r  th e  fo rm er 
B uckland  H ospita l site  w as sold a t au c tion  
for £1 .4m illion  b y  KCC w ho h ad  p u rch ased  
from  E ast K ent H ea lth  A u th o rity  for £375k, 
re su ltin g  in  effect ou r local h e a lth  service 
lo s in g  £1 m illio n . T h e  re s u lts  o f m y  
F reedom  o f In fo rm atio n  re q u e s t reveal 
th a t th e  H ea lth  A u tho rity  did n o t have  an  
in d e p e n d e n t v a lu a tio n  b u t accep ted  th e

au c tio n  p rice  guide. I th in k  it is p e rh ap s  
a p p ro p r ia te  to  do a re s u m e  o f  th e  
d ev e lo p m en t o f th e  existing  hosp ita l as 
under.

In itia lly  D o v er w as “en titled "  to a 
C o m m u n ity  H ospital u n d e r  gu id e lin es  set 
ou t b y  C en tra l G o v ern m en t in  2000. O ne 
o f o u r fo rm er m em bers, L orraine Sencicle, 
to o k  th is  u p  fo r fu n d in g  w ith  KCC. 
L o rra in e  se c u re d  th e  fu n d in g  d e sp ite  
fie rce  o p p o s itio n  b y  KCC th a t, I am  
in fo rm e d , in c lu d e d  th e  C o -o rd in a tio n  
M anager (a D over a rea  res id en t) .

T h is  gave th e  g re e n  lig h t fo r th e  
C o m m u n ity  H o sp ita l th a t  w o u ld  h ave  
in c lu d ed  “in te rm e d ia te  care" beds th a t w as 
v e ry  m u ch  p a rt o f th e  “NHS P lan  2000" 
be in g  a ten -y ea r g o v e rn m en t p la n  for th e  
NHS.

DDC an d  in  p a rtic u la r it's  fo rm er L eader 
(C llr W atkins) saw  th is  as an  o p p o rtu n ity  
for tow n  cen tre  reg en e ra tio n  b y  hav ing  th e  
h osp ita l b u ilt on  th e  M aison  D ieu  car 
p a rk /h e a lth  cen tre  an d  college site. T h is 
w ou ld  have also g iven  d irec t b u s  links 
from  across th e  D istric t as w ell as be ing  
o n ly  10 m in s  from  D o v er P rio ry  ra il 
station .

Sadly in  2009/2010, led  b y  th e  p rospective  
MP, a g roup  opposed  th is  on  th e  g rounds of 
flooding. At th e  tim e  I ra ised  th e  p o in t th a t 
A shford  B orough C ouncil offices are nex t 
to th e  r iv e r S tour an d  on  a designa ted  flood 
p la in  b u t b u ild ing  design  avoids flood risk  
to th e  offices, in d eed  m u ch  o f  H o lland  is a 
flood  risk  b u t c o rre c t b u ild in g  design  
avoids such  prob lem s.

T he group  considered  a m ajo r hosp ita l 
(w ith  facilities s im ila r to W illiam  H arvey  at 
A shford) shou ld  be  b u ilt an d  req u ired  a 
la rg e r site th a t could  o n ly  be p rov ided  in  
W hitfield . In  re a lity  th e re  w as n e v e r  going
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to be  a fou rth  m ajo r hosp ita l in  E ast Kent, 
in d eed  as cu rre n tly  b e in g  co nsidered  is th e  
closure o f K&C at C a n te rb u ry  or QEQM at 
M argate  as th e  loca l h e a lth  a u th o r ity  
co n sid er on ly  tw o “m ajor" h osp ita ls  are 
req u ired  in  E ast Kent.

T he local h e a lth  a u th o rity  p re fe rred  th e  
existing  B uck land  site an d  p lan s  w ere  
p roduced , how ever, no  “in te rm e d ia te  care" 
b e in g  inc luded . I fought on  b e h a lf  o f T he 
D over Society  for “in te rm e d ia te  beds" at 
p la n n in g  stage  as th e  fac ilitie s  b e in g  
p ro p o se d  in  e ffec t d o w n g rad in g  th e  
C o m m u n ity  H ospital, th a t L oraine h ad  so 
successfu lly  secured , to a “Polyclinic".

I sp e n t m a n y  h o u rs  a t m ee tin g s  an d  the 
local C linical C om m ission ing  G roup (CCG) 
su p p o rted  o u r re q u e s t for in te rm ed ia te  
beds. By th is  tim e  n a tio n a l m ed ia  w as 
h igh ligh ting  th e  b e d  b lock ing  a t m a jo r 
hosp ita ls  and  the  n e e d  for in te rm ed ia te  
care facilities. Sadly, again  KCC favoured 
using  existing  p riva te  sec to r care h o m es 
and  h o m e  visits. It is in te re s tin g  to see th e  
n u m b e r  o f ex K CC/NHS M anagers w ho 
have se t u p  o r m oved  to th e  p rivate  sec to r 
to m ilk  th e  cash  cow.

W ith th e  su b m itted  p lan n in g  app lica tion  
for th e  hosp ita l on  th e  B uckland site  it 
b e c a m e  e v id e n t th a t  th e re  w o u ld  be  
su rp lu s  land . I again  th ro u g h  th e  CCG had  
su p p o rt from  D r Crocker, th e ir  C hairm an, 
for th e  su rp lu s  lan d  to be  re ta in ed  for th e  
hosp ita l a t a fu tu re  date  to be  ex ten d ed  to 
in c lude  in te rm e d ia te  care facilities. Sadly, 
D r C ocker stood dow n from  th e  CCG and  
th e re a f te r  th e  CCG w ere  no  lo n g e r  
in te re s te d  in  in te rm e d ia te  care  facilities 
for B uckland  H ospital, possib ly  as th e ir  
C hair w as n ow  a GP from  Shepw ay. T h ey  
p ro m o ted  th e  n e e d  to use  p rivate  sec to r 
care  h o m es . A t a CCG m e e tin g  I 
challenged  if  care  h o m es h ad  suffic ien tly  
tra in ed  s ta ff w ith  m ed ica l qualifications.

T h is w as recogn ized  b u t CCG considered  
“crash  course tra in ing" w ou ld  reso lve the  
issue.

W ith  th e  la n d  n o w  so ld  fo r p riv a te  
d ev e lo p m en t (188 dw ellings) it is sad  to 
say  th e  C o m m u n ity  H o sp ita l w ith  
in te rm e d ia te  care  fac ilities th a t  D over 
could  have  had, in itia lly  in  a tow n  cen tre  
location , an d  la tte r ly  on  th e  su rp lu s  land, 
h as  b e e n  lo s t an d  m a n y  m an ag e rs  in  KCC 
a n d  L ocal H e a lth  m u s t a c c e p t th e  
re sponsib ility  for th e  loss.

O u r w o n d e rfu l N HS is a t b u rs tin g  p o in t 
a n d  from  m y  o w n  b u s in e s s  e x p e rie n c e  is 
still too  h e a v y  w ith  m id d le  m a n a g e rs  
a n d  d u p lic a t io n  a c ro s s  d if fe re n t  
b u s in e s s  s e c to rs  th a t  a re  s e e n  as 
“p ro te c te d  em pires" . A  c lassic  ex am p le  is 
I a t te n d e d  a H e a lth  a n d  W ellb e in g  
m e e tin g  a t DDC w h e n  on  th e  a g e n d a  w as 
in te rm e d ia te  ca re  fac ilities . A ll h e a d s  o f 
d e p a r tm e n ts  a t  KCC H e a lth /S o c ia l  
S erv ices an d  o u r  loca l h e a lth  a u th o r ity  
w e re  p re s e n t (I lo o k ed  u p  th e i r  sa la rie s  
a f te r  th e  m e e t in g  a n d  it  e x c e e d e d  
£ 2 .5 m ill io n  w ith o u t  th e  a d d it io n  o f  
p e n s io n  costs) a n d  a f te r  a le n g th y  d eb a te  
th e y  c o n c lu d e d  th e re  w as a n e e d  to se e k  
th e  d e f in it io n  o f  w h a t in te rm e d ia te  care  
w as a n d  fo rm  a w o rk in g  g roup . T h e  ch a ir  
a sk e d  w h o  w o u ld  lik e  to  b e  o n  th e  
w o rk in g  g ro u p  to  w h ic h  all re p lie d  th e y  
w a n te d  to be  in c lu d e d . I r e s t  m y  case  re 
o v e rs ta ffe d  a n d  o v e r  p a id  K C C /N H S 
m an ag e rs . M ore m o n e y  n e e d s  to  b e  p u t 
from  “adm in" to th e  h a rd  w o rk in g  “fro n t 
line".

H av ing  h ad  th is  as an  item  for m y  re p o r t 
over severa l y ea rs  an d  th e  fact it h a s  n ow  
re a c h e d  its  u lt im a te  c o n c lu s io n  w ith  
D over losing  a facility  th a t  it w ou ld  have 
h ad  if  th e  C o m m u n ity  H osp ita l h ad  b e e n  
d e liv ered  I shall no  lo n g er in c lu d e  th is  
issue  w ith in  an y  fu tu re  p lan n in g  repo rts .


