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Dover Society Blue Plaque
Dr Gertrude Tbland (1901-1985)

Terry S u tton

D over h as  paid  tr ib u te  to a local 
su rgeon  w ho saved scores o f 

lives as th e y  a rrived  at th e  p o rt 
from  th e  w a rtim e  D u n k irk  
b e a c h e s  78 y e a rs  ago. T he 
surgeon , D r G ertru d e  Toland 
(1901-1985), n e v e r  re ce iv ed  
a n y  official reco g n itio n  a t the 
tim e  or a fte r th e  war.

O n F rid ay  13 th  A pril 2018 
m em b ers  o f  h e r  fam ily  w ere  at a 
c e re m o n y  w h e n  T h e  D over S ocie ty  
u n v e ile d  a b lu e  p laq u e , w h e re  she  
p rac tised  as a GP, h o n o u rin g  D r Toland's 
n in e  days u n s tin tin g  w ork  in  a D over 
h osp ita l tre a tin g  m ore  th a n  350 w o u n d ed  
so ld ie rs  a n d  sa ilo rs . M an y  h ad  lim b s 
am p u ta ted .

A  D over Society  sp o k esm an  said: “D over 
peop le  w ere  su rp rised  th a t th e re  w as no 
official reco g n itio n  b y  th e  n a tio n  to m a rk  
D r Toland's tire less  w ork . We are try ing, in  
a sm all w ay, to m ake  u p  for th a t w ith  a 
p laq u e  at C lyde H ouse (Five Ways, M aison 
D ieu Road) w h e re  she p rac tised  before  
re tirem en t."

W elcom ing guests at th e  c e rem o n y  
socie ty  ch a irm an  D erek  Leach 

re c a lle d  one  o ccas io n  w h e n  
G ertrude  trave lled  in  th e  cab of 
a steam  tra in  to d e liver tw ins 
a t a fo reshore p ro p e r ty  n e a r  
S h ak esp ea re  H a lt b e tw e e n  
D over an d  Folkestone.

D r Toland, a f te r  th e  war, 
re c a lle d  le a d in g  a te a m  o f 

su rg e o n s  a t B u ck lan d  H o sp ita l 
w h ere  th e y  w orked  on  tw o opera ting  

tables, side by  side, on  th e  w ounded , m a n y  
o f w h o m  arrived  still w earin g  th e ir  d ir ty  
field dressings. She w ro te: “M any  h ad  to be 
left te m p o ra rily  on  s tre tch e rs  in  corridors. 
T hose  w ho  died  w ere  laid  o u t in  sacks, 
to g e th e r w ith  those  b ro u g h t in  dead, and  
ta k e n  to  th e  h o sp ita l c h ap e l to aw ait 
burial."  O f th e  m ore  th a n  350 w o u n d ed  
o p e ra ted  on  in  th e  n in e  days, som e 300 
survived.

T he Society 's w ou ld  like to express th e ir  
g ra titu d e  to  J o h n  H ill, o f  J o h n  H ill 
B uilding Services, w ho  in s ta lled  th e  p laque 
w ith o u t cost.

A m ong  th e  large c o n tin g en t o f h e r  fam ily  
a t th e  c e re m o n y  w as G e rtru d e 's  so n  
G ordon  w ho  sa id  h is  m o th e r  w as an  
u n u su a l person , one o f th e  first w o m en  to 
b reak  th ro u g h  th e  “glass ceiling" in to  h e r  
b ran ch  o f th e  m ed ica l profession .

H e to ld  th a t  o n e  o f  h is  m o th e r 's  
possessions w as a b u lle t she  ex trac ted  
from  a G erm an  p ilo t's  bottom ! H is father, 
also a doctor, w as in  th e  Forces d u ring  th e  
w ar from  1939 u n til he  re tu rn e d  to th e  
jo in t p rac tise  in  1945. Inauguration o f  D r Gertrude Toland Plaque


