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SO CIETY OUTING

Amberley Museum Heritage Centre
20th May 2018 — Derek D onnelly

A  chilly m orn ing  at the  start o f the trip, 
and  a rem in d er th a t w in te r still lu rks in  

th e  back  ground, b u t th e  forecast w as good 
for the  day and  so it tu rn ed  out. O ur coach 
duly  arrived w ith  Ian  our driver, bang  on 
tim e and  w ith  no delays at th e  pick-ups we 
set off for the D uchy of Sussex and  our 
destination . A  short stop at C lackett Lane 
services and  th e n  off again. As w e en te red  
Sussex, Patrick took th e  m ike and, as he w as 
b o rn  and  lived and  w orked in  th e  area by  
th e  m useum , began to tell u s  som e histo ry  
and  very  in teresting  in fo rm ation  about the 
South D ow ns in  the tim e he  w as there. He 
p o in te d  o u t v arious p laces o f in te res t, 
includ ing  his g ran 's cottage, and  told us 
about a few  th ings he  did as a boy, although 
w e th in k  he  d idn 't tell u s  everything. He 
kep t u s  en te rta in ed  un til w e found w e had  
arrived at the m u seu m  w here  ou r “greeter" 
R ichard  w as w aiting  for u s  to take us 
th rough  to the cafe w here  w e w ere given a 
co ffee /tea  and  a slice o f hom em ade  cake.

A fter w e had  refreshed  ourselves w e w en t to 
a lecture  room  w here  R ichard gave a ta lk  on 
th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  m u se u m  an d  th e  
industria l site, w hich  w as a chalk  q u a rry  and  
produced  lim e th a t w as u sed  all over the 
country . Com ing from  a tow n w ith  its ow n 
h is to ry  of lim ekilns I w as su rp rised  to learn  
th a t th e re  are d ifferen t grades o f chalk  for 
lim e burn ing . You have th e  w hite  chalk  
tha t's  u sed  to m ake a lim e th a t w as u sed  in  
in d u s try , in c lu d in g  farm ing , an d  g reen  
chalk  th a t had  a percen tage  of clay soil in  
th e  chalk. T his w as b u rn t as it w as and  it 
p roduces a coarser lim e th a t w as u sed  in  
m o rta r and  it gave added strength  to the 
mix. As the site is nex t door to th e  A m berley  
m ain line  railw ay station, from  Victoria, the 
th e n  o w n er (M r P epper) soon  b u ilt a 
standard  size b ranch  line to connec t to it and 
send  loaded rail w agons across th e  coun try  
as w ell as using  road transport. T he business 
ev en tu a lly  closed a fter one o f th e  two 
brothers, w ho had  tak en  over after M r 
P ep p e r died, also d ied. H e w as an  
accoun tan t and  ra n  th e  business very  well 
b u t h is surviving b ro th e r w as ev iden tly  a bit 
o f a “Jack  th e  lad" and  sp en t m ore th a n  the 
firm  w as m aking  and  it even tua lly  failed. 
T he site w as even tua lly  p u t up  for auction  
and  a group o f vo lun teers w ho w ere hoping 
to p reserve the site for fu ture  generations 
persuaded  th e  local council to bid for it. The 
council set a lim it at £75,000 b u t w ere 
successful w ith  a b id  o f £38,000 and  so the 
H eritage C entre w as born . It has taken  years 
o f hard  w ork  by  the vo lun teers etc., w h ich  is 
ongoing, b u t it now  houses a com prehensive 
display o f local and  national industry , som e
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of w h ich  are ru n  as cottage industries. The 
m u seu m  hosts over 50 even ts every  y ear 
and  w e w ere lucky  to have a H om e Front 
and  m ilitary  vehicles display taking place on 
our visit. G etting a round  is fairly easy  as ,on 
m ost days, you  have vintage Southdow n 
b uses ru n n in g  from  one end  to the o th er as 
w ell as a narrow  gauge railway. M ost places 
are accessible for anyone w ith  m obility  
issues and  you  can borrow  w heelchairs if  
you  le t th em  know  in  advance. T here  are a 
few  paths th a t can  be  aw kw ard to use, gravel 
covered, b u t all the m ain  tracks have a 
sm ooth  service and  all th e  displays have 
ram ps at the access. If you  have a m obility  
scooter you  w ill find  it w ill b e  fine to use.

T he displays are v ery  w ell laid out, and 
m ostly  concern  local in d u s try  b u t there  w as 
a GPO T eleco m m u n ica tio n s m u seu m , 
m ain ly  about th e  te lephone lines etc., and 
there  on  the w all b y  th e  subm erged  cable 
displays w as a ta tte red  ensign from  the 
D over based  cable ship the A riel from  1969 
w ith  th e  following description.

MERRY CHRISTMAS -1969 
A riel sailed from  h e r  base at D over about 10 
days before C hristm as to rep a ir faults to 2 
cables connecting  N orw ay w ith  the UK. 
D uring  passage th rough  the  N orth  Sea she 
en co u n te red  Force 11 w inds and  had  to 
heave to for 4 days. At th e  start o f th e  voyage 
the ensign w as new. You can  see th e  w ear 
and  te a r th a t took place in  those 4 days. 
Strangely, a N orw egian w ea th e r ship ju s t 40 
m iles aw ay w as recording on ly  Force 4! 
C hristm as and  N ew  Year celebrations w ere 
som ew hat ham p ered  by  hav ing  to find and

re p a ir  th e  tw o cables, th e n  going to 
Stavanger on  C hristm as D ay to p ick  up  fresh 
w ater (for th e  engines n o t the crew) and  
finally  re tu rn in g  to Dover, arriving on  N ew  
Year's Day.

O verall th e  visit w as very  good, excellent 
w ea th e r as it tu rn ed  out, and  in teresting . We 
left th e  m u seu m  about 3.45pm  to take a tou r 
th rough  n ea rb y  villages and  A rundel and  
once  again  P atrick  gave u s  m ore  
in fo rm ation  and  tales o f h is life including 
the deforestation  of the  dow ns b y  a certa in  
D uke w ho ow ed taxes and  so decided to sell 
all h is trees  to pay  them , thankfu lly  th ey  
w ere gradually  rep laced  and  the trees are 
thriving. H e gave us a po tted  h is to ry  of 
A rundel Castle, w hich  although it looks 
m edieval w as actually  rebu ilt from  the ru in s 
o f the  original N orm an  castle in  the 1800s. 
A rundel's cathedral looked beau tifu l as we 
passed  b y  it b u t w h en  w e view ed it from  the 
top o f the  dow ns on th e  opposite side of 
A rundel bo th  it and  the castle w ere really  
outstanding. Well even tua lly  it w as tim e to 
h ead  for hom e and  w ith  Patrick giving us 
local tales and  in form ation  till w e cam e to 
the Sussex border. A fter a short stop at 
C lackett Lane w e set off again straight back  
to D over arriv ing ju s t before 7pm.

All it leaves m e do is to th an k  R ichard from  
the m u seu m  for th e  ta lk  on arrival, Ian  for 
h is  p a tien ce  an d  exce llen t d riv ing  and  
Patrick and  Pat for again organizing ano ther 
lovely day out. O nce again Patrick th an k  
you  for yo u r very  in teresting  talks on the 
coach, and  th an k s to all for the w onderfu l 
com pany  on the trip.


