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R efu rb ishm en t C o m m ittee
-----------------------------  Jenny Olpin -----------------------------

Du rin g  th e  p a s t th re e  m o n th s  th e  
R efu rb ishm en t C om m ittee  have m e t 

to d iscuss and  debate  several issues th a t 
re la te  to th e  ap pearance  and  w ell-being of 
th e  p a r ish e s  an d  w ard s o f  D over. To 
u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t w e do ou r regu lar agenda 
head ings for ou r m o n th ly  m ee tin g s are; 
Im p ro v em en ts  in  quality  and  appearance, 
inc lud ing  ru n  dow n p ro p e rtie s  and  em p ty  
shops
C onservation  areas and  listed  bu ild ings 
C lean liness inc lud ing  li tte r  contro l 
H ighw ays and  pathw ays 
Anti-Social B ehaviour

T h e  m e e tin g s  o ften  inv o k e  live ly  
d iscussions and  on  occasions w e have 
visitors such  as DDC L itter E n fo rcem en t so 
as to h e lp  u s  u n d e rs tan d  s tra tegy  and 
operation .

O ur re c e n t focus has b e e n  on  tou rism  and 
w h a t im p ress io n  visitors have o f D over on  
arrival and  d epartu re . We recognise  th a t 
o u r overw helm ing  s tren g th  is o u r h is to ry  
a n d  w e are  ju s t  b e g in n in g  to w ork  
a lo n g sid e  DDC in  d ev e lo p in g  a loca l 
to u r ism  p lan . T h is  is e a r ly  days b u t 
hopefu lly  an  exciting d ev e lo p m en t th a t 
w ill coincide w ith  th e  open ing  o f St Jam es ' 
and  W estern  D ocks im provem en ts. W ith 
tou rism  in  m in d  th e  Banksy (on  old H arts 
F u rn itu re  Store) is concern ing . We have 
d iscussed  th is w ith  DDC w ho are equally  
w ork ing  to try  and  re ta in  th is  in te re stin g  
a n d  su rp r is in g  a d d itio n  to D over's  
attractions.

W ith re c e n t h eav y  rain, and  the  resu lting  
deluge, d ra in s  h av e  b e e n  a to p ic  o f 
c o n v e rsa tio n . H av in g  'goog led ' K ent

C o u n ty  C ounc il d ra inage ,
w w w .k en t.g o v .u k , I d isco v e red  v e ry  
h e lp fu l in fo rm ation  and  con tac t details, 
in c lud ing  te lep h o n e  num bers, to rep o rt or 
ask  questions regard ing  a p rob lem  drain. 
E xperience has b een  th a t th is  site is very  
responsive.

As w ith  m ost o f ou r m em b ers  we have 
b e e n  co n ce rn ed  as to th e  reaso n s for the  
u n s ig h tly  li t te r  th a t re c e n tly  s tre tch e d  
along b o th  th e  A2 and  A20 roads. T here  are 
councillors, b o th  C oun ty  and  D istrict, w ho 
are tasked  w ith  lead ing  on th is  m a tte r  and 
w e have actively  in qu iring  as to w h a t 
ac tions w ere  be ing  tak en  to c lea r th is 
eyesore. As you  are read ing  th is  rep o rt it  is 
h o p ed  th a t th ese  verges are now  clear.

A ir po llu tion  caused  by  traffic has also 
b e e n  a re c e n t topic and  it w as in te restin g  
to le a rn  v ia  th e  w eb  site  
w w w .kentair.o rg .uk  th a t th e  a ir qua lity  
reco rd ing  m o n ito r th a t is positioned  on  the  
Townw all S tree t side o f th e  Leisure C entre  
is reco rd ing  level 2 ou t o f a range o f 1 (low) 
to 10. T his site is w ell w o rth  a visit.

R efu rb ishm en t m em b ers  con tinue  to m ee t 
b i-annua lly  w ith  K ent Police and  do le t us 
k now  if  th e re  is any  anti-social beh av io u r 
issue th a t you  m a y  w ish  us to raise.

I f  y o u  are  in te re s te d  in  jo in in g  o u r 
co m m itte e  th e n  p lea se  co n ta c t e ith e r  
m y s e lf  Tel: 01304 825011 em ail:
jennyo lp in@ gm ail.com  Je re m y  Cope Tel: 
01304 211348 em ail:
je rem ycope@ w illersley .p lus.com  w e w ill 
be  o n ly  too p le a se d  to a n sw e r a n y  
questions.
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