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s lau g h te r an d  b rav e ry  o f those  tak ing  part. 
H e rev ea led  th a t in  secrecy  an  a rea  o f T he 
F reedow n  at St M argaret's-at-C liffe w as 
u sed  as a Raid tra in in g  zone.

C olonel G elder sc reen ed  im ages o f th e  
m assive big gu n  de fen ces th a t th e  en e m y  
h a d  b u il t  to d e fe n d  Z eeb rugge  an d  
re v e a le d  th a t  so m e  y o u n g  s tre tc h e r

bearers, n o t p e rm itte d  to ca rry  guns, w ere  
a rm ed  w ith  cutlasses.

W inding u p  h is  m o s t in te re s tin g  talk, the  
sp eak er rep o r ted  th a t so m a n y  b ravery  
aw ards w ere  to be m ade  in  the  a fte rm a th  
o f th e  Raid th a t th e  d is tribu tion  o f V ictoria 
C rosses w as decided  am ong  th e  R aiders b y  
ballot.

S o c ie ty  M em ber R ece iv es  Top R otary  H o n o u r
P e te r  Sherred

The Rotary Club of D over 
h as  reco g n ised  th e  

exceptional and  ou tstand ing  
serv ice  co n tr ib u tio n  to th e  
tow n o f D over by  a m em b er of 
the D over Society. A n activist 
and  cam paigner, Jo h n  M organ 
o f B arton  Road, Dover, 
received a top Rotary aw ard 
w h e n  m ad e  a Paul H arris  
Fellow b y  the club. O ther th an  
Life M em bership  th e  aw ard is 
the h ighest h o n o u r a Rotary club can bestow  
on an  individual and  it takes its n am e from 
the recognised founder o f the in te rna tiona l 
m ovem ent, Paul P. Harris, a Chicago law yer 
w ho form ed w ith  o thers th e  first Rotary 
Club in  Chicago on  23 F ebruary  1905 so 
p ro fessio n a ls  w ith  d iverse  back g ro u n d s 
could exchange ideas, form  m eaningful, 
lifelong friendships, and  give back  to th e ir 
com m unities. T he award, given sparingly, 
recognises an  outstand ing  eth ic  o f 'Service 
above Self' by  an  individual.

Jo h n  M organ, 71, is a b o rn  an d  b red  
D ovorian the son of Jo h n  and  Lily M organ. 
H is father w as D epu ty  H ead teacher at St 
M artin 's P rim ary  School and  his m o th e r a 
housew ife. Following b irth  in  D ecem ber 
1946 in  th e  fo rm er Royal Victoria H ospital 
Jo h n  subsequen tly  a tten d ed  Shatterlocks,

B arton  an d  C astlem o u n t 
schools in  the tow n leaving 
secondary  education  in  Ju ly  
1963. H e jo in e d  th e  local 
solicitor firm  o f Lewis and  
P ain  in  O ctober 1963 and  
qualified as a Legal Executive 
in  1971. H e w as to rem ain  
w ith  the  firm , in  its m an y  
nam e  incarnations, for som e 
forty-eight y ea rs  re tirin g  in  
D ecem b er 2011 hav ing

becom e one of th e  m ost respected  m em bers 
o f th e  local legal p ro fession . W ith a 
s ign ifican t focus on  co n v ey an c in g  h is 
know ledge an d  ex p e rien ce  w ere  o ften  
sought b y  o ther m em b ers o f th e  profession. 
In  h is last years at w ork  the firm 's nam e 
becam e se ttled  as Bradleys and  he  operated  
from  th e ir  offices in  Castle Street.

N ot only  had  he  b e e n  em ployed  b y  th e  sam e 
firm  for ju s t shie o f 50 years  b u t Jo h n  has 
b e e n  ac tive ly  engaged  in  to w n  and  
com m un ity  life for decades. He is a form er 
school governor having served for a period  
o f tw elve years and  as a m em b er o f The 
D over Society he has served as a com m ittee  
m em b er and  b een  active w ith  the team  
rec la im in g  an d  m a in ta in in g  C ow gate 
C em etery . H e has also b een  engaged in  the 
delivery  of the N ew sle tter to local m em bers

John Morgan, collecting rubbish
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o f th e  Society  an d  ass iduously  a tten d s  
m eetings o f the Society. H e has b een  a very  
active an ti-litter cam paigner w ho is often  to 
be  seen  in  w orking parties in  d ifferent 
locations in  th e  tow n at various tim es o f the 
y ea r he lp ing  to keep  our local en v ironm en t 
clear o f the rubbish  discarded b y  thoughtless 
o r uncaring  people. Q uite vo lun tarily  each 
y ea r he  litte r picks in  th ree  local cem eteries 
to keep  th em  free o f litte r and  he  has 
frequen tly  jo in ed  w ith  m em bers o f bo th  the 
local Rotary clubs on  th e ir  targeted  litter 
picks in  such  p laces as St M ary's P rim ary  
School p layground and  H arold Street, at 
G reen Lane on  th e  B uckland Estate, and  
S hatterlocks P rim ary  School as w ell as 
regu larly  and  quite in d ep en d en tly  clearing 
litte r from  Old C harlton  Road. H e has b een  
involved w ith  th e  River D our A ssociation 
and, subsequently , w ith  th e  W hite Cliffs 
C ountryside project he lp ing  to ensu re  the 
River Dour, w hich  flows th rough  th e  town, is 
c leared  o f rubbish  deposited  in  it.

B eing a life long  m e m b e r o f th e  local 
C onservative A ssociation Jo h n  has had  an  
abiding in te rest in  local politics and  has 
b een  a regu lar p a rty  candidate in  elections 
for o u r local au thorities m ostly  standing in  
seats d eem ed  unw innab le  b u t w here  he 
n o ne the less  flies the  p arty  flag. O ne day 
m aybe the p lan  w ill back-fire and  he  will 
find h im se lf e lec ted  w hich  could, o f course, 
necessita te  a speedy  by-election! H e devotes 
som e o f such spare tim e as he has am ong 
h is o th er activities and  in terests  a ttend ing  
B arton Road P rim ary  School w h e re  he 
assists young  pupils w ith  th e ir  reading.

For these  and  his m an y  o th er activities 
u n d ertak en  quite vo lun tarily  and  w ithou t 
recognition  or rew ard  P residen t Dave Sm ith 
o f the Rotary Club of D over told Jo h n  his 
n o m in a tio n  for th is  specia l aw ard  w as 
agreed  u n an im o u sly  b y  th e  app rop ria te  
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  club. T he  aw ard  w as 
p resen ted  at a regular m eeting  of the club at

w hich  Jo h n  had  b een  inv ited  as a guest b u t 
w ith o u t know ledge o f th e  p roposed  
p resen ta tion  and  he  w as clearly  taken  b y  
su rp rise  a t h is  reco g n itio n  for, qu ite  
unusually , Jo h n  w as m o m en tarily  rendered  
speech less b u t soon recovered  to express his 
g ratitude to th e  club for the ho n o u r g iven to 
h im  b y  th e  Rotarians.

John , a lifelong b ache lo r and  long-tim e 
res iden t o f Barton Road, enjoys music, hill 
w alk ing  an d  sp o rt in  p a rticu la r tenn is, 
cricket and  squash. H e w as involved w ith  
th e  River originals Tennis Club and  has b een  
cha irm an  o f River Tennis Club for m an y  
years. H e is also a p layer o f ten n is  w ith  
B arham  T ennis Club. Jo h n  does n o t drive 
b u t is o ften  to be  seen  b icycling th roughout 
th e  local area.

Also p re sen t at the m eeting  w here  the 
aw ard w as p resen ted  w ere two o f h is fo rm er 
professional w ork  colleagues Reg Hoare, 
an o th e r long-term  associate w ith  Bradleys, 
and  m yself. H aving know n Jo h n  for decades 
w ith  h is affable n a tu re  and  know ing of his 
service co m m itm en t to the tow n his aw ard 
w as m ore th a n  w ell deserved. All th ree  m ee t 
once a m o n th  for lu n ch  w ith in  the tow n or 
elsew here to m ain ta in  friendsh ip  and  to pu t 
th e  w orld  to rights. T hese  regular 'Last o f the 
S um m er W ine' lunches w ere u sed  as the 
ruse  b y  w hich  Jo h n  w as encouraged, by  his 
two fo rm er colleagues, to a tten d  th e  Rotary 
Club lu n ch  at w hich  h is p resen ta tion  w as 
m ade.

Peter Sherred, John Morgan PHF & Reg Hoare


