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tuberculosis. M arion, w ho w as 18-years-old 
and  5/2 m on ths p regnan t at the tim e of his 
death , re tu rn e d  to C anada. W ith th e  
ou tb reak  o f  WWI she b ecam e  h eav ily  
involved in  the C anadian Red Cross Society 
and  is rem em bered  as one of the great 
fem ale figures o f C anadian history. H er son 
H arry, b y  h e r  2nd m arriage, w en t on  to 
becom e C anada's leading field com m ander 
in  WW2.

T he tru e  trag ed y  o f C u th b ert O ttaw ay, 
perhaps, is no t h is un tim ely  death  aged 27, 
or th a t he  n ev er got to m ee t h is daughter, 
but, rather, the m an n e r  in  w hich h isto ry  has, 
un til recently , forgotten him . H is grave, at 
Paddington Old C em etery, w as practically  in  
ru in s before, in  2013, it w as restored  b y  the 
Football Association as befits England's first 
football captain, w ho w as also an  exceptional

cricketer, th e  finest am ateu r racquet p layer 
in  the country  and perhaps the m ost diverse 
university  sportsm an in  history.

O ttaway's college, Brasenose, have an  annual 
tradition w hereby  each Shrove Tuesday an 
undergraduate w ould w rite an  Ale Toast, in  
1871 th e  toast w as w ritten  b y  C uthbert 
O ttaw ay and  included the verse:
A nd though strength  and  w eight help  a crew, 
A nd though confidence help  it still more,
Yet 'tis p luck th a t shall pull u s  through 
As it has m an y  tim es before.

In  1879, the y ear following O ttaw ay's death 
the toast included the lines:
Alas you r flag is half-m ast high 
All is no t je s t today 
O n Cowleys m eads the breezes sigh 
For gone is O ttaway
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s always at this tim e of y ear m y  thanks 
A g o  to those m em bers w ho have paid the ir 
subscriptions on tim e or b y  Standing O rder 
w hich obviates the n eed  for rem inders.

At one tim e m an y  rem in d e r le tte rs w ere 
sen t ou t b u t now  em ail and  te lephone is 
used. In  an  em ail m essage, particu lars o f the 
Society's B ank account m ay  be  given, w hich  
enables those w ho p refer to pay  b y  direct 
B ank tra n s fe r  to do so. T h is  p a y m e n t 
m ethod  is becom ing  increasing ly  popular 
although I em phasise  th a t pay m en ts  b y  cash 
or cheque are equally  w elcom e.

D uring the y e a r w e are p lann ing  to transfer 
details o f m em bers  on  to a database and  it 
m ay  w ell be  th a t o u r p ap er file w ill be 
superseded, hopefu lly  saving tim e for the 
m em bersh ip  secre tary  b u t be ing  no  less 
secure. Such m o d e rn isa tio n  w ill ru n  
alongside our essen tia l n eed  to com ply  w ith

the n ew  G eneral D ata Protection  Regulation 
(GDPR) w hich  nobody w ill have avoided 
hearing  about if  th e y  receive in form ation  
from  an y  organisation. We are no exception 
and  n eed  our m em bers  to he lp  bo th  u s  and  
them selves b y  ticking the  appropriate  box. 
We shall also m odify  our A pplication  for 
M em bership  form.

At th e  sam e tim e o u r M arketing G roup is 
striving to im prove our website. We m ust 
m ove w ith  th e  tim es if  w e are to con tinue  to 
a ttract young  m em bers  w ho are p repared  to 
do th e  w ork  requ ired  to take th e  Society 
forward into the future.

We n u m b er 484 at p resen t and  in  addition  to 
1 re tu rn e r  we have w elcom ed: M r T  Cleaver, 
M r L & M rs J  N ew m an, M r J  Watts, M r M & 
M rs R A nderson, M r C & Mrs S Jolliff, M rs R
& M r R Fournier, M r G Sutcliffe, Miss J 
W heeler and  M r D & Mrs L Burden.


