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MARCH MEETING
Second Speaker 

Dover's Old Pubs
A Talk by Paul Skelton

R ep o r ted  b y  Terry S u tto n

H ow  a c la ssro o m  p ro je c t led  P au l 
Skelton  to investiga te  th e  h is to ry  of 

m ore  th a n  8,000 pub lic  h o u ses  in  K ent w as 
d escribed  to o u r m em b ers  a t a pub lic  
m ee tin g  in  St M ary 's p a rish  cen tre  in  
M arch.

Paul exp la ined  th a t one o f h is  te ac h e rs  at 
D over G ram m ar School tasked  h im  w ith  a 
c la ssro o m  a ss ig n m e n t. H e chose  
pho to g rap h y  and  decided  to take p ic tu res  
o f D over pubs. H is in te re s t g rew  abou t th e  
sub jec t an d  as a re su lt h as so far tracked  
dow n 697 pu b s in  b u sin e ss  in  D over over 
th e  years . H e 's  ca lcu la ted  th a t in  one year, 
1851, D over h ad  251 pubs.

“N ow  I have  tak en  on  th e  re sea rch  o f ev ery  
pub  in  K ent an d  m y  w ebsite  in c lu d es  over
8,000 o f  them ", Paul to ld  h is aud ience .
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Licensee, N ew  Mogul, Dover, 1891

Last Lane Dover, 1950's

H is talk, abou t a few  D over p ubs and  
ch a rac te rs  associa ted  w ith  them , in c luded  
th e  h is to ry  o f T he C rite rion  in  Last Lane, 
th e  D over A rm s in  1846 in  O xenden  S treet, 
R utley 's w ine  vau lts  in  S nargate S treet, th e  
N ew castle  In n  in  L im ek iln  S tree t, th e  
E n d e a v o u r in  B u lw ark  S tree t a n d  th e  
S hakespeare  H ead  b e e r  h o u se  th a t stood 
v ir tu a lly  on  th e  b each  b e low  the  cliffs to 
p ro v id e  re f re s h m e n ts  fo r la b o u re rs  
w ork ing  o n  th e  railw ay.

E ach o f th ese  licen sed  p rem ise s  h ad  th e ir  
ow n  stories. O ne re la ted  to a m a n  w ho 
w o rk e d  a t R u tley 's  w in e  v a u lts  ( la te r  
C ourts w ine  lodge) w ho re jo iced  in  the  
n a m e  o f T itu s  K nott w ho, tru e  to h is nam e, 
h an g ed  him self.

Paul h as  ex tens ive ly  re sea rch ed  th e  files o f 
o ld  n e w sp a p e rs  to d isco v e r m a n y  
in te re s tin g  item s ab o u t h is  se lec ted  pubs.
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H e fo u n d  th a t  c o ro n e rs  c a rry in g  o u t 
in q u es ts  o ften  h e ld  th e ir  cou rts  in  public  
houses. Paul says th is  w as becau se  th e  
p u b 's  cool ce llars w ere  u sefu l in  k eep ing  
th e  bo d ies  o f  th e  d eceased  p rev en tin g  
p u tre fac tion .

H is re sea rch  led  h im  to believe  th a t at one 
stage, in  1840, th e  d au g h te r o f a large 
fam ily, Sarah, w ith  an  invalid  m o th e r  w as 
ru n n in g  T he E n deavou r w h e n  o n ly  11 
y ea rs  old.

Paul sc reen ed  a p ic tu re  o f th e  facade o f th e  
C rite rion  in  Last L ane w hich, h e  recalled , 
w as rep ro d u ced  as p a r t o f th e  w artim e  
s tre e t scen e  p rov id ed  w h e n  th e  W hite 
Cliffs E xperience  a ttrac ted  v isito rs to w h a t 
is n ow  D over D iscovery  C entre.

T he C rite rion  build ing , over th e  years, had  
severa l n a m e s  in c lud ing  T he Lass, th e  
A m erican  Stores, W ho'd  a T h o u g h t it  and  
th e n  in  1867 th e  O xford M usic H all before

River Dour
-----------------------------  Deborah

e 're  in  th e  w a itin g  ro o m .........
W e're w aiting  to h e a r  abou t fund ing  

for th e  R iver D our info k iosk  an d  riv e r 
w ardens.

W e're w aiting  to h e a r  abou t fu nd ing  for the 
com ple te  re p a ir  an d  re fu rb ish m e n t o f o u r 
lovely  V ictorian  B arton Path  railings.

T h is  d o es n o t m e a n  b a d  new s, ju s t  
aw aiting  th e  good new s. A part from  the 
w aiting  gam e, th e  m o n th ly  u p k eep  w ork  - 
m o s tly  litte r  p ick ing  - c o n tin u es  apace. 
A nd  w h e n  w e've co m p le ted  one o f  th ese

in  1888 beco m in g  th e  C riterion .

O ne c reep y  fact from  Paul w as ab o u t th e  
c o ro n e r 's  poss ib le  v e rd ic t o f felo-de-se 
in s tead  o f suicide. I f  th e  fo rm er verd ict 
w as decided  th e  d eceased  w as like ly  to be 
b u rie d  at c rossroads w ith  a stake th rough  
th e  h ea rt. A nd  all h is  p ro p e r ty  forfe ited  to 
th e  m o n arch .

H otel de Paris, 1920 Dover

Partnership
Gasking-----------------------------------

tidy ing  up  days, th e  r iv e r looks g lorious - a 
D over G em  for u s  all to take p ride  in.

P lease co n sid er jo in in g  u s for th ese  tidy  
u p  days. C o n tac t m e  b y  em a il at: 
deb4 tune8@ yahoo .co .uk  or Sue Bradford 
a t W hite Cliffs C oun try side  P a rtn e rsh ip  - 
01304 241806. W e'd love to see yo u  there .

A nd w e g u aran tee  yo u  w ill leave v e ry  
satisfied  know ing  th a t you 've  n o t o n ly  
done y o u r  b it to h e lp  k eep  D over looking 
sp ick  an d  span, b u t o u r w ildlife b en e fit 
from  ou r efforts.
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