
He Walked Along the Middle of the Road
--------------John Lockyer---------------
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There are no t m any  aged Dovorians who 
w ould rem em b er C ouncillor Jo h n  
Walker: as he died in  1940. He lived in  a 

large house at the top of Q ueens Street - a 
part of Dover m uch  changed since the end 
of World War Two and the dem olition of two 
historic buildings - the St M ary's School for 
Boys, originally a late 18th cen tury  charity 
school and “The Cause Has Altered" - a 17th 
C entury  In n , reputed  as a m eeting  place for 
sm ugglers. Before the  war, C ouncillor 
Walker - m iddle of the road, passed these 
buildings in  the sum m er m onths, w hen  not 
called to his civic duties, to get to the 
Seafront West of Granville Gardens, w here 
his rowing boat and speedboat business was 
located. St M ary's schoolboys w hen  on 
holiday in  the boating season, w ould w ork 
for boatm en  such as Councillor Walker. 
Brackm an his m ost im m ediate neighbour 
and Betts a few yards to the East, gave us 
instruction  in  seam anship in  re tu rn  for our 
labours. T hey  m ade a part of our education. 
For Councillor Walker, this was a priority  as 
you will see.
Dover Regatta in  1930's was able to have 
m uch  m ore sea room  th a n  today 's 
restric tions caused  by  the  increase  of 
Dover's value as a com m ercial port. Before 
this, there w ere a few strict safety rules. 
Bombing speedboats w ith heavy bags of 
flour having a 200 m ph  velocity, is no t in 
our m o dern  safety  regulations, b u t 
Councillor John  Walker was for us boys a 
cham pion. Let m e describe how “Bombing 
speedboats" was a star attraction of the 
A nnual Dover Regatta. To get the com plete 
pleasure, get some real Dover Rock m ade by  
Simpkins, or a tub of Grilli's superb ice 
cream  (as was m ade in  the  1930's in  
Snargate Street). I did!

Queen Street

The sound of an  aero engine com ing from 
the East m ade you look up towards Dover 
Castle. A w hite and blue De Havilland 
B iplane w as sw ooping dow n from  a 
thousand  feet at two hundred  m iles or so 
p er hour. Banking sharply, it changes course 
at about a hundred  feet to fly the length of 
the crowded beach and prom enade.
This is Councillor Walker's adversary - a 
skilled stun t pilot who soon has people in 
rap ture w ith his death  defying aerobatics, 
after tw enty  m inutes these stunts drew 
Councillor Walker's response. He switched 
on the ignition of his tw in Rolls Royce 
engines tha t growled like a Lion. T hen  
engaging the  speedboat's clu tch  the 
“Shooting Star" roared  louder th a n  the 
b iplane w hich was lining up for the first 
bom bing run . That day, in 1934, Councillor 
W alker anticipated every bom bing ru n  to 
perfection  and was trium phant, b u t in  1939 
“Shooting Star" had a direct h it in  the fourth 
bom bing run . 1940 was spent w ithout a 
Regatta, b u t D unk irk  was sadly m ore 
spectacular. I w atched alm ost every day 
from a view point n ear the Drop Redoubt. 
My account o f w hat I saw is kept in  the w ar
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archives and I was one of the three guests of 
honour at the 50th Anniversary. Beside m e 
in  1990 was the son of Vice Admiral Sir 
Bertram  Ram sey and the grandson of Sir 
W inston Churchill. T hrough this I found a 
num b er of lasting friends. O ne m an  who 
deserves to be honourably  rem em bered  
from those far off “dark  days" is Councillor 
Jo h n  W alker w ho soon after D unkirk, 
having in  m ind  tha t while m ost o f Dover's 
children (including m e) had b een  evacuated 
to South Wales w ith the ir teachers, 800 - 
possibly m ore Dover children had rem ained  
w itho u t teachers or textbooks - no t 
forgetting the hazards of enem y  actions.

O n behalf of these disadvantaged children 
he appealed  th a t n ecessa ry  tex t books 
should be provided as soon as possible. A 
fellow councillor was sorry  to inform  him  
tha t all the  K ent E ducation  C om m ittee 
books had b een  sen t to Wales. Councillor 
W alker a lready  m e n tio n ed  as a keen

educator, firm ly hoped tha t Dover people 
w ould do the ir best to find suitable textbooks 
and give them  to him  or the local authority  
so that needy  children could benefit.
A part from the council m atters, John  Walker 
found tim e to look after things in  his 
boatyard and take his dog for a w alk on the 
seafront. This w as a freq u en t rou tine  
following the unfortunate 1939 Regatta. O n 
a fine day, 11th Septem ber 1940, our hero 
w alked down the m iddle of Q ueen  Street for 
the last tim e. No St M ary's boys were there 
to adm ire him , b u t m en  of the Luftwaffe 
w ere to m ake an  appointm ent w ith him  
later on. The G erm ans had b een  keen  to 
bom b shipping in  Dover H arbour tha t day. 
Councillor Walker and his dog took shelter 
und er the laid up “Shooting Star". A direct h it 
from a stick of bom bs blasted everything to 
oblivion. T here  should  be a m em orial 
Plaque on the Bluebird Trail about this 
rem arkable public servant.
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