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----------Second Speaker----------
The Love Dover Project

A talk by Graham Tutthill
R e p o r te d  b y  T e rry  S u tto n

St  M ary's parish  cen tre  w as w ell filled 
w ith  an  au d ien ce  of abou t 80 on 
M onday, O ctober 16, for two different talks 

arranged  by  T he Dover Society.
O ne o f the speakers w as re tired  jou rna lis t 
G raham  Tutthill w ho is now  the chairm an  
of the  Love Dover R egeneration  charity. 
G raham  sp en t 48 years serving on  the staff 
o f the  Dover Express and la ter on the 
D over M ercury.
H e told how  Love Dover, w ith  a g ran t from  
D over Town C ouncil, had  b ou gh t one 
iconic build ing  in  Dover, D ickens C orner 
in  the M arket Square, and  had  p lans to use 
it to b enefit the  local com m unity .
“Basically we w an t to encourage the  people 
of Dover, especially  those w ho are finding 
life a challenge, to raise th e ir  aspirations, 
to lea rn  n ew  skills, to find jobs, and to have 
som ew here to live," he  said.
E xp lain ing  p ro po sals  for p u rch ased  
D ickens C orner he said p lans w ere being  
draw n up  to convert the two top floors into 
an  ap artm en t and  to upgrade the  ground 
floor and  b a se m e n t for re ta il and  
co m m un ity  use. W hen the w ork  on the 
ap artm en t w as com ple ted  the aim  w as to 
sell it and  to use the  incom e for the 
purchase of o th er tow n cen tre  p roperty.
O ne o f the  reasons for th is approach  w as to 
reduce the b u rd e n  of the  existing business 
ra te  on th e  p ro p e r ty  b ecau se  th e  
residen tia l council tax rate, for the  flat,

w ould no t be so high.
He revealed  Love D over w as looking to 
b uy  o ther m a in  street, or London Road, 
p rope rty  w h en  it cam e on the  m arket. The 
team  had  hoped  to b uy  two adjoining 
Biggin S treet shops b u t th ey  w ere outbid 
w h en  the price w en t up  to £272,000 w hich 
w as w ell above w h at Love Dover could 
afford. “But we are keep ing  our eyes open 
for o ther p ro pe rty  tha t m ight com e on the 
m arket," he added.
He believed  som e out-of-town developers 
or financiers w ere buying  tow n cen tre 
re ta il p ro p e rtie s  in  D over in  the  
expectation  th a t the value w ould increase 
w h en  the  b enefic ia l effects o f the  St Jam es' 
developm ent b ecam e apparent.
Mr Tutthill did n o t h ide h is views on  som e 
D over folk w ho are alw ays rea d y  to 
criticise.
He had  th is to say: “T here are those w ho sit 
b eh in d  th e ir  keyboards, som e using  false 
nam es, w ho seem  to use m ost o f th e ir  tim e 
to criticise everyone else, m aking  sarcastic 
com m ents and  genera lly  ru n n in g  Dover 
down.
“T here is a danger tha t those involved in  
doing  w o rth w h ile  th in g s  w ill becom e 
discouraged and decide it's ju s t no t w orth  
the  hassle. D over w ould be a m uch  b e tte r 
place if  people offered th e ir  tim e to help  
ra th e r  th a n  b e ing  so n ega tive  and  
vindictive."


