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Patrick Sherratt

F irstly, I thank  all who kindly contacted 
m y wife and m yself during m y period 
of illness, this was greatly appreciated.

The P lann ing  C om m ittee con tinue  to 
m ake com m ent on local planning issues 
w ith the objective to im prove both the 
visual and socio-econom ic profile of 
Dover.
R oad a n d  T ransport in frastru ctu re
At tim es, this is an uphill struggle tha t one 
w onders if the same lack of action occurs 
in o ther areas of the District or indeed 
County. To give one exam ple, in early 
2016, w h en  D over w as besieged  by 
dem onstra to rs , the coping stones and 
bricks of the Folkestone Rd roundabout 
w ere used  as m issiles by  the 
dem onstrators. The resu lt y e t ano ther 
eyesore for Dover. In January  after one 
year, and no repairs to the roundabout, the 
local KCC councillors were asked if  they  
could press for action w ith no response 
(presum ably because KCC elections were 
forthcoming). We have again taken up 
w ith one of the KCC councillors and direct 
w ith the Leader of KCC.
In m y le tter to KCC I stated if this had 
been  in  West Kent the repairs would have 
been  com pleted, however, yet again East 
Kent suffers. KCC had no m oney available 
from the highways budget bu t the two 
local KCC councillors have agreed to take 
the cost from the ir Com m unity Grant 
Funds. As at early  Septem ber a le tter from 
the Leader of KCC states the work will be 
undertaken  in 6 to 8 weeks' time. We wait 
and see bu t pressure will be m aintained 
on KCC and its elected councillors.

We have also taken up the issue of gridlock 
in Dover w hen there seem ed to be a lack 
of cohesion  be tw een  the th ree  
organisations involved (D H B/H ighw ays 
England and Kent Police). Often the DHB 
seek the Dover TAP to be introduced, the 
holding back  of lo rries on the  A20 
be tw een  Folkestone and Dover. This 
resu lts  in  lo rries seek ing  a lternative  
routes, in particular using Whitfield Hill 
and the A256 into the town. There is no 
police control and we have sought greater 
police presence w hen this situation occurs 
tha t causes public bus services to be 
curtailed short of Dover (Pencester Rd) 
and has a negative im pact on the business 
econom y of the town.
D over W estern  D o ck s R evival (D W D R )
This regeneration  project has been  the 
subject of a great deal of m edia activity in 
respect to the provision of sand for the 
infill required. The issue is a delicate one 
that I hope can be resolved if  the higher 
cost of securing the sand results in the 
non-de livery  of the  new  m arin a  and 
w aterfron t deve lopm en t th a t the 
com m unity was prom ised at the tim e of 
the dem olition of the grade II Prince of 
Wales Pier. This would be a tragedy for 
Dover and the consequential setback of 
regeneration.
At the tim e of the planning application all 
the listed item s had to be stored and 
curren tly  are under cover w ith in  Cruise 
Term inal 1. A revision to this condition 
has been  m ade to “open store" w ithin the 
car parking area adjacent to Wellington 
Dock. We have com m ented on this in so 
far as the item s (m any being cast iron) 
m ust be m aintained being in an open area,
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also if  no t used w ith the DWDR schem e 
and being historical assets of Dover they 
should only be used w ithin Dover.
The second “W hite Cliffs Christmas" will 
take place in  D ecem ber and  as I 
previously reported  on the success of the 
first event we wish DHB every success 
w ith this year's event.
D over L eisure C entre
Full planning perm ission was given and 
w ithin days the groundw ork com m enced. 
Both the groundw ork and construction 
being undertaken  by  BAM Construction. 
DDC has awarded a 12 year m anagem ent 
contract as operator for the new  Dover 
D istrict Leisure C entre to Places for 
People Leisure M anagem ent Ltd.
DTIZ (S t J am es D ev e lo p m en t)
Work continues at a faster pace than  of 
recent years and it is anticipated opening 
“in  early  2018", some tw o/th ree  years 
beh ind  the original date.
The latest details on shops tha t have 
signed leases show out of the 16 retail 
units 8 are existing tow n centre shops, 2 
units are “u n der offer" and 4 units still 
available, only 2 units are new  nam es to 
Dover (Next and Trespass). At the tim e of 
the planning application in  2010 we raised 
concern tha t if “new  names" were not 
secured this could lead to a dem ise of the 
existing tow n centre retail offer. See item  
re Castle Street/Biggin Street below.
Following the tragic Grenfell Tower fire we 
raised w ith DDC the type of cladding 
being  used. DDC responded  tha t the 
developers had chosen to use an Approved 
Inspector (Butler & Young). This greatly 
surprised m e as the statutory au thority  are 
then  no t involved, is this w hat happened 
at Grenfell and is there a need  for the local 
authority  to carry out this task?

Contacting Butler & Young resulted  in a 
response “I can confirm  the com m ents 
p rev iously  issued  by  D over D istrict 
Council are correct tha t none of the 
buildings at the developm ent exceed 18m 
high or are w ithin 1m of the boundary  and 
hence there are no restrictions w ithin the 
bu ild ing  regu lations to the type of 
cladding. The cinem a has a purpose group 
o f assem bly  & recreation , th is  does 
requ ire  som e additional req u irem en ts  
regarding the surface of the building. This 
m ust be at least class C-53 rating or better, 
w hich cu rren t design is in  com pliance 
w ith being insulated  render and brick  face 
work". Most interesting  as we m ade the 
com m en t at the  p lann ing  stage tha t 
brickw ork should be introduced based on 
aesthetic criteria.
C astle S treet/B ig g in  Street
A m ass of applications have been  received 
for change of use in Castle Street. This 
m ainly  being from com m ercial (office) to 
residential. W ith the im portance of the 
Castle Street Conservation Area and its 
historical listed buildings we have been  
very active in seeking quality conversions 
tha t are not creating over intensification 
and refuse problem s. Dover has suffered 
from over-intensification in o ther areas, 
for example Folkestone Rd, w here a high 
level of H ouses of M ultiple Occupation 
and small one bed flats create failures w ith 
refuse and social in terface. We have 
opposed such planning applications but 
supported  those tha t give larger 
m aisonettes and single residential units.
Currently, as I write, an application for 9 
one-bed flats has been  m ade for a Biggin 
Street property, The DDC Conversion to 
Flats Guidelines state the m in im um  floor 
area for a one-bed flat is 40 sq. m, 7 of the 
9 falls short by up to 10%. The planning 
application contains detail of pre-planning 
advice tha t shows a le tter from DDC to the



6

developer stating, “I am of the opinion 
tha t the room s and overall size and shape 
of each u n it is adequate", th is  sadly 
reflects DDC planning policy of ignoring 
the standards they  set. We have drawn 
attention  to this and as there is likely to be 
further applications for residential units 
above shops in  Biggin S treet we are 
concerned tha t if perm itted  this will set a 
precedence. We fully support the need  to 
bring  back life into disused buildings, 
however, not at the expense of creating 
over-intensified areas.
S ectio n  215 o f  Town a n d  C ountry  
P la n n in g  A ct 1990
Work continues on several buildings on 
streets adjacent to the DTIZ developm ent

Ou r chairm an  and vice chairm an, 
Derek and Jerem y, were invited to a 
cerem ony com m em orating the £10 million 

restoration of the form er Dover Marine 
Station, now  the  port's  first cruise 
term inal.
The event was the unveiling of a National 
Railway Heritage Trust's awards plaque by 
Dover H arbour Board's ch ief executive 
Tim Waggott. O thers at the cerem ony 
included representatives of the Trust and 
Taylor Woodrow, the construction firm that 
sponsors the award scheme, who praised 
Dover H arbour Board for w hat had been 
achieved.
Mr Waggott, recalling the history of the 100 
year old station, said it was closed to rail 
traffic in 1994 and two years later work 
began on restoration in order to receive the

e.g. Castle Street, Russell Street.
D over H o sp ita l (P o ly c lin ic )
I have previously m entioned  the auction 
of the land by  KCC last D ecem ber that 
raised £1.45million. I ascertained under 
Freedom  of Inform ation (FOI) tha t East 
Kent H ealth  A uthority received £375k. 
However m y request for a valuation report 
has so far no t been  successful even with 
the FOI. The alm ost £1m illion tha t KCC 
benefitted  from has been  “used for the 
benefit of Kent ratepayers".
Of positive new s is a D em entia Village 
being  b u ilt ad jacen t to the Buckland 
H ospital. £3m illion  of the  funding is 
coming from an EU source.

thousands of cruise passengers arriving at 
the port.
He said the restoration work focussed on 
the station's 180 m etre steel and glass 
Beaux A rts style roof w hich en tailed  
installing a 60 m etre 'rolling roof' which 
moved along the building as each phase of 
the work was completed. This, he said, was 
believed to be the largest single span roof 
system  ever used.
But, he pointed out, “this is not a m useum  
piece" and told how the form er station was 
becom ing a hub for cu ltu ral and 
com m unity  events for the tow n and 
district.
“This award is a hum bling endorsem ent of 
the work we have done. And the work 
w e're yet to do," said Mr Waggott.

Cruise Terminal Restoration
Terry Sutton


