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Dover in the Great War
By Stephen Wynn
Reviewed by Alan Lee

This book, published by Pen and Sword, is 
the latest in the series of Your Towns and 
Cities in the Great War.

Throughout the au thor has m anaged to 
uncover m any little known facts concerning 
local Dover people and the ir trials and 
tribulations during the First World War.
We read about the outbreak of war and the 
increased am ount of naval and m ilitary 
activity. As the war progressed we hear of 
how restrictive and difficult it was to enter 
and leave the town, everyone had to have a 
special pass.
The longer the war continued the harder life 
became. In 1914 Dover saw the first bomb 
dropped on British soil and also the last 
bombing raid on 24th August 1918. At the 
onset little changed bu t by 1917 Dover had 
b een  regularly  shelled and attacked by 
Zeppelins and Gotha bom bers. One 
imposition that Dover residents could not 
understand  was the cost of tram  fares 
doubling in price.
Roads were in a poor state of repair, the tram  
system struggled to keep running. 1917 saw 
Dover's worst tram  accident. The Harbour 
Board had to borrow heavily and was nearly 
bankrupt, The Royal Victoria Hospital 
struggled financially. Surprisingly one of the 
few bright spots was that house and property 
sales sold in great numbers.
The big issue w ith the police in 1914 was from 
66 to 68 constables. In 1914 Dover Borough
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Police had 66 constables, they turned down 
an increase to 68, and a list of 50 Special 
Constables. By January  1915 a further 156 
Specials had been  sworn in.
M any other aspects are covered throughout, 
The Dover Patrol, Volunteer Training Corps, 
Dover's airfields, and the Woman's Land 
Army.
Well illustrated  this excellent book is 
obtainable from selected bookshops and on
line from www.pen-and-sword.co.uk 
Paperback discount price £10.39 plus p&p, 
Kindle £7.79, ePub £7.79 
Or by post from Pen and Sword Books, 47 
Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S70 
2AS. Tel: 01226 734222
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