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A Succession of Town Clerks(1) Edward Knocker F.S.A. (1804-1884)
--------------------- Martyn Webster----------------------

The office of m unicipal Town C lerk is a 
very  old one in  our country, no less so 
th a n  for D over's C o rp o ra tio n  w h ere  

accord ing  to Jo h n  B avington  Jo n e s ' 
"Annals o f Dover" (pub.1916) an unb roken  
list o f nam es stre tches back  as far as 1499, 
a ltho ug h  it p ro bab ly  ex ten d ed  m u ch  
fu rth er back  th a n  that. T he ir role was 
basically  to en ac t the  corporation 's agreed 
business as w ell as enforcing local Acts of 
P arliam en t, ch arters , tru s ts , decrees, 
orders and  dictats etc.
D over is undoubted ly  un ique in  our realm  
in  th is regard. M ost o f its Town Clerks w ere 
originally  local m en  w hose lives over the 
years w ere in terw oven  and  in terre la ted  
w ith  o th e r  m a in  fam ilies, trad es  and  
offices o f the  town, in  p articu lar b e tw een  
the  years 1860-1935 w h en  a father, son and 
g randson  of the K nocker fam ily held  the 
office of Town C lerk successively. No o ther 
tow n in  E ngland could su rely  claim  such 
fame. A fter them  cam e ju s t th ree  m ore 
Town Clerks, for the  first tim e none of 
them  local to Dover, in  office un til the 
dem ise o f D over C orpora tion  in  1974. 
Rem arkably, all D over's Town Clerks , 
w h e th e r local, or la tte rly  not, w ere m en  of 
d is tin c tly  s ingu la r acc o m p lish m en ts  in  
te rm s of strength  of im posing character, 
p e rso n a lity , qua lifica tion s and
co m p e ten c e  and  w ho each  m ade an  
indelible and  lasting  m ark  upo n  the affairs 
o f Dover as w ell as for the  C inque Ports for 
w h ich  th e y  also held  offices.
T his succession and period  of office of 
D over's h ered ita ry  Town Clerks from  1860 
to 1935 is as follows:
(1860-1868) Edw ard K nocker

E d w a rd  K n o ck e r  F SA  (1804 -188 4 ) 
c irca  1870-1 a bou t 66 yrs

(1868-1907) Sir Edward W ollaston K nocker 
(Baronet)
(1907-1935) Reginald Edward K nocker 
T he fam ily  b ack g ro u n d  to th is  th re e  
g enera tiona l dynasty  has a lready  b een  
recoun ted  in  m y  first two essays. This 
essay w ill concentra te  on the  start o f the 
corporation  dynasty  itself. M uch is already  
available in  p rin t  abou t th e m  large ly  
th a n k s  to v ery  de ta iled  c o n te m p o ra ry  
accounts appearing  in  the  Dover Express 
and  excellen t m o d e rn  day fea tu res on 
th e m  in  th e  D over H isto rian . T he 
extensive fam ily h isto ry  w ork  u nd ertaken  
b y  m y  o rig inal sources, co -lateral 
descendan ts W illiam Robert K nocker and
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P aula Irw in  stops sh o rt w ith  W illiam  
K nocker (1761-1847) so it is m y  p leasu re  to 
take up  the fam ily story  w here  th ey  left 
off. B etw een them , th e y  are certa in ly  an  
act to follow and  som eth ing  o f a challenge 
to p araph rase  from  the  su per abundance of 
in fo rm atio n  a lready  available, a lthough  
not, I w ould suggest now  w idely  know n. 
W ithou t th e re fo re  co m p rom isin g  the  
w hole p ic tu re I w ill try  to highlight, w here 
possible, som e of the  lesse r know n facts 
abou t th e se  th re e  m u n ic ip a l K nocker 
titans.
First Town C lerk in  the  succession was 
Edward K nocker the eleven th  child and 
eighth  son of W illiam and  A nn West, nee 
King. H e w as born , probably  at the fam ily 
h ouse  on  th e  E sp lanade, on  10th 
Sep tem ber 1804 and  bap tised  at St M ary's 
on 8th N ovem ber 1804. His father w as 43 
years old at the tim e and  h is m o th e r 37 -  
th ey  w ould go on to produce two m ore 
ch ild ren  totalling th ir te e n  altogether of 
w hom  te n  su rv iv ed  in to  adu lthood . 
Edward cam e into the w orld at a very  
fraught tim e for Dover w h en  N apoleon 's 
G rande A rm ee w as m assing  for the  
inv asio n  o f E ng land  in  te n te d  
encam pm en ts at Boulogne, 27 m iles across 
the channel and  visible to the  naked  eye 
on clear days. His fa ther W illiam  was 
p reoccup ied  th rough  th is period  w ith  h is 
cap taincy  of A rchcliff Fort as w ell as his 
solicitor's w ork  and  duties as a m e m ber of 
local g ov ernm ent a lready  once as mayor. 
Edw ard w ould  th u s  have sp e n t h is 
form ative years u n d e r the  th rea t o f old 
Boney, his fa ther m uch  energized by  the 
circum stances of the tim e and  b rough t up 
in  a large fam ily  w h ere  m o st o f h is 
b ro thers w en t on  to jo in  the navy  a n d /o r  
go abroad . All h is  su rv iv ing  sis te rs  
rem ained  u nm a rrie d  at hom e. It is no t 
know n w here Edw ard w as educated  and 
tra ined  so it can  only  be specu lated  tha t he 
appren ticed  w ith  h is father and b ro ther 's

law  firm  W & T  Knocker. Edward w ould 
have b e e n  in  h is late teen s  w h en  the w hole 
fam ily took up  residence at th e ir  Bushy 
Ruff m a n sio n  a t Tem ple Ewell. W hen 
Edw ard w as 26 years o f age in  1830 his 
m o th e r died aged 63, only  for h is th en  
elderly  fa ther to soon take off and rem arry , 
no doubt to as ton ishm en t all round, a 
y oung  local girl and  produce y e t a fu rth er 
baby  b ro th e r at a tim e w h en  Edw ard by  the 
first o f th ree  m arriages a lready  had  two 
y oung  ch ild ren  of h is ow n by  1835. H e was 
thu s  a fa ther and a b ro th e r to babies at the 
sam e tim e Edward lived to be eighty  years 
o f age and w as m arried  th ree  tim es, all to 
fa thers-in -law  w ith  good m o n ied  
connexions, as follows:
1. 10th Sep tem ber 1832 (at age 28) -  6th 
M arch 1835 at Kingston, Kent to Elizabeth 
Sarah M artha Bartlett, e ldest daughter of 
Rev T hom as B artlett o f K ingston. Two 
children: one daughter and one son w ho 
died shortly  after b irth  w ith  m other.
2. 15th Ju n e  1837 (at age 33) -  11th 
O ctober 1859 at E astry  to Elizabeth M ozier 
Walker, a daugh ter o f Robert Walker, tw ice 
m ayor o f Dover and p roprie to r o f Dover 
Oil Mills, L im ekiln S treet. Eight children: 
six sons (one died in  infancy) and two 
daughters.
3. 7th August 1871 (at age 67) -  24th Ju ly  
1884 at St Jam es W estm inster to Jane  
Cecilia Bayly Longw orth Dam es, daughter 
o f L ieu tenan t G eneral W illiam Longw orth 
D am es (5th (N orthum berland  Fusiliers) 
R eg im en t o f Foot). She w as b o rn  in  
M ontreal, Lower C anada w here  h e r  father 
w as th e n  garrisoned. T hree children: two 
sons, one daughter.
H e w as thu s  w idow ed th ree  tim es in  his 
life tim e. O f all h is  e lev en  su rv iv ing  
children , the  last b u t one b y  h is th ird  
m arriage (Alfred De Burgh Knocker, born  
1874) lived longest un til 1961, the  second 
h a lf  o f the  tw en tie th  cen tury , and  has b een
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n o ted  in  the  nationa l p ress as being  a link  
to the  tw en tie th  c en tu ry  b y  som eone w ho 
through  h is fa ther could tell tale o f life 
during  the tim es of the  N apoleonic Wars 
and  the  Battles o f Trafalgar and  W aterloo -  
a rem arkable fam ily ach ievem en t by  any  
standard.

Castle Hill House, an  im posing residence, 
now  Grade II listed  dating from  1760, was 
p urchased  by  Edward K nocker in  1832 
w h en  it sold for £7,000. Along w ith  three 
o ther businessm en , Edward K nocker also 
th e re a f te r  la id  ou t C astle S treet, th e  
eas te rn  p art o f w hich  is on land  tha t had 
form ally b een  p a rt o f the estate. A n annexe 
w as th e n  added to the  righ t side of the 
house to form  the Town C lerk 's office 
w hich  lasted  the re  un til 1911 w h en  it 
m oved to 69 Castle S treet following the 
death  o f Edward K nocker's son and h e ir  Sir 
Edward W ollaston Knocker. The triangular 
sh rubbery  in  the  roadw ay now  is all tha t 
rem ains o f the  original fron t garden.
Edward K nocker w as e lected  Town Clerk 
in  1860 on the  death  of h is p redecesso r 
T ho m as B aker Bass. At th e  tim e  he, 
Edward Knocker, as w ell as local solicitor, 
w as C lerk of the  Paving Com m ission, a 
local body  w hich  had  the  p rincipa l share of 
tow n m anagem ent. He w as also C lerk of 
the  Local H ealth  Board, Register and  Clerk 
of Dover Castle, Seneschal o f the  G rand 
C ourt o f Shepw ay (C inque Ports), Registrar 
o f St Jam es' Burial Board, C lerk of the 
C om m issioners o f P roperty  an  Incom e 
Tax, T reasu re r o f D over H ospital, th e  
C hurch M issionary Society and  the British 
and  Foreign  Sailors' Society. H e 
re linqu ished  his post as Town C lerk of 
D over in  favour of his e ldest son and  first 
b o rn  child , E dw ard W ollaston N ad ir 
Knocker, in  1868, He carried  on  how ever 
as a lderm an  and  th e n  elected  m ayor in 
1870-1. In  th a t capacity, having ordered  a 
new  m ayoral robe, he a tten ded  (although

in  w hat capacity  is no t quite clear) the 
opening  by  Q ueen  Victoria o f the  Royal 
A lbert Hall, London on 18th M arch 1871. 
The robe he w ore w as described  as being  “a 
superb  g arm en t o f crim son  silk, purp le  
ve lve t bands, silk  tasse ls  w ith  sable 
trim m in g ”. T he only  know n depiction, a 
photograph, o f Edward K nocker dates from 
th is tim e, show ing h im  clad in  h is finery. 
On re tire m e n t he p resen ted  the  tow n of 
Dover w ith  the  m ayor's  w and  of office (a 
w hite p a in ted  w ooden staff w ith  silver gilt 
Crow n finial w ith  ferru le to the base). It is 
still u sed  on cerem onial occasions by  the 
tow n mayor.

“It w as at th a t tim e tha t he called to the 
a tten tio n  of the  Town Council the  great 
n e c e ss ity  for ca re fu lly  ex am in ing  and  
classifying the  docum en ts in  th e ir  keeping, 
and  gave two or th ree  reports as to ancien t 
charters and deeds in  the  C orporation's 
possession. This so aroused  the  in te re s t of 
th e  C ouncil in  th e  m a tte r  th a t th e y  
d e te rm in e d  on  th e  c rea tion  o f a new  
officer sty led  the  C orporation  H onorary  
L ibrarian  w h ich  p ost E dw ard K nocker 
accepted  and filled during  the rem aind er 
o f h is  life. F u lly  a p p rec ia tin g  the  
im portance of the  w ork  tha t had  b een  
com m enced  in  tha t capacity, the  Town 
Council gave to the  H onorary  L ibrarian 
suffic ient help  to copy m a n y  years ' records 
of the  C orporation  in  S tuart tim es w hich 
w ould no t have o therw ise b een  available-at 
any  rate no t in  form  th a t w ould be of any  
practical use, and those bu lky  m anu scrip t 
books as w ell as num b ers o f carefully  
a rran g e d  d raw ers w ith  d o cu m en ts  
sy stem atically  num bered , docketed  and 
arranged, form  the legacy of archaeological 
lore w h ich  E dw ard K nocker le ft in  a 
M un im en t cab ine t o f rosew ood especially  
c o n s tru c te d  in  1877 b y  local b u ild e r  
H erb ert Stiff. This m ay  still be seen  w ith  
n u m b e re d  d raw ers still in ta c t in  the  
C ouncil C h am b er u n d e r  th e  w indow .
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Edward K nocker also w as a very  active 
church  m an  and  took the p rincipa l p a rt in  
the arran gem en ts for building St Jam es 
(new) Parish C hurch (destroyed  in  the 
Second World War) w h ich  w as considered 
in  its day w itho u t exception  the m ost 
p erfect archaeological edifice w hich  Dover 
possessed and  he exhibited even  g reater 
in te re s t in  the thorough  resto ration  of the 
an cien t church  of St Jam es the  Apostle 
(severely  dam aged in  the Second World 
War and  now  a tidy  ru in), as a chapel of 
ease for the parish.
Perhaps it w as in  connection  w ith  the 
Cinque Ports th a t he w on m ost lasting  
d is tin c tion , occupy ing  th e  p o sitio n  as 
R egistrar o f th e  C inque Ports and  
Seneschal o f the  G rand C ourt o f Shepway. 
It fell to his lot, w h en  Lord Palm erston 
took the  office of Lord W arden in  1861, to 
m ake the  extensive research  w hich  was 
en tailed  b y  reviving in  all its freshness and 
q u a in tn e ss  th e  in s ta lla tio n  ce re m o n y  
w hich had  cen tu ries before b e e n  enacted  
at th e  B red en ston e  on  th e  W estern  
Heights, Dover. He d irected  the cerem ony  
w ith  the  co rrectness o f details so dear to all 
lovers o f archaeology and  he subsequen tly  
m ade a p e rm a n e n t record  of the  even t in  a 
handsom e volum e en titled  “The G rand 
Court o f Shepway" w hich  is now  the  ch ief 
au tho rity  on the  C inque Port cerem onies.
As a public m an  in  Dover Edward Knocker 
passed  a b u sy  and useful life. His read iness 
to c o m m u n ic a te  from  h is  sto re of 
know ledge, info rm ation  connected  w ith  
the h isto ry  of Dover, led h im  on several 
occasions to occupy the p latform  and  give 
le c tu re s  befo re  K ent a rchaeo log ical 
societies, several o f h is lec tu res existing in  
pam p h le t form . T hen  in  his la te r years 
h av in g  classified  d o cu m en ts  in  the  
arch ives of the  D over C orporation  he, 
w h en  the  m a tte r w as fresh in  h is m ind, 
gave to the  tow n council an  address on  the

an tiqu ities o f Dover, w hich w as published 
u n d e r h is supervision , and  is p robably  the 
m ost reliable book on tha t subject now  
ex tant." (E x trac ted  from  th e  D over 
Express)
It w as also during  th is tim e tha t Edward 
Knocker, soon to be m arried  for the  th ird  
tim e in  1871, left D over altogether, y e t 
re tu rn ing  frequently , and  relocated  firstly 
to A ustria House, V entnor and th e n  to 
C am eron  Villa at St John 's, Ryde, Isle of 
W ight a lte rn a te ly  m oving, p re su m ab ly  
seasonally, from  the re  to a residence at 
Torquay, Devon. So he carried  on for 
su bsequ en t years un til h is th ird  wife Jane, 
m o th e r o f his th ree  youngest children, 
d ied at W estward Ho! N orth  D evon at the 
age of 45 on 28th Ju ly  1884 (she is bu ried  
in  N orth iam  churchyard) w hile Edward 
lived on  for a fu rth er five m o n th s finally 
departing  this life on  C hristm as D ay 1884 
aged 80 at 4 Lisbourne Crescent, Torquay, 
h is death  from  “Organic Visceral D isease & 
A sthenia  from  sickness 2 weeks" being 
reg istered  by  h is e ldest son and  h e ir  E. 
W ollaston K nocker. H is last w ill and  
te s tam en t w as m ade out only  te n  days 
before.
E dw ard K nocker is b u rie d  in  Torquay 
cem etery , h is headstone standing to this 
day fully legible. R eference to h im  is also 
m ade on the  m em orial o f his son Sir 
Edw ard W ollaston N adir K nocker at St 
Jam es ' C em etery  Dover. Both inscrip tions 
record  after h is n am e the le tters F.S.A. 
(Fellow of the Society o f A ntiquaries) to 
w hich  body  he w as e lected  in  1874, he 
having  deposited  h is p rin ted  w orks on 
D over's records to th e ir  library  w here  they  
m ay  now  still be seen. It w as said tha t 
w h en e v er in  any  excavations in  Dover 
a n y th in g  w as d iscovered  o f h is to ric  
in te re s t he  w as the  first to investigate it 
to g e th e r  w ith  su b se q u e n t o bserv ation s 
p laced  on reco rd  in  p a rtic u la r a very
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an cien t oak landing  stage u n ea rth ed  on the 
build ing  of a gasom eter in  Fectors Place. 
H e w ould have b een  in  his e lem en t during 
today 's rebuildings!
O ne of the  last visits to Dover w as on the 
occasion  of th e  A rchaeological Society 
m eeting  in  D over in  the  y ea r 1883 w hen  
he read  a p ape r on  the  insignia o f the 
D over Corporation. But h is last visit o f all 
w as a few m o n th s before his death, by  th en  
w idow ed a th ird  tim e, to take p a rt in  the 
p ro ceed in gs o f th e  C hurch  M issionary  
Society, the local b ranch  of w hich  he had 
assisted  in  establishing 50 years before he 
died. A reso lu tion  proposed  by  the m ayor 
w as p assed  a t th e  first tow n  council 
m eeting  after his death  placing in  th e ir  
m in u te s  a reco gn itio n  o f h is  valuab le 
serv ices to the  C orporation.
For a m an, the  g reatest fount o f know ledge 
of D over in  all tim e, w ho had  had  a m ajor 
p a rt in  alm ost every  conceivable aspect of 
D over's local governance, curiously  at the 
tim e of h is death  no ob ituary  of Edward 
K nocker w as published. O nly at the  tim e of 
h is son Sir Edward W ollaston K nocker's 
knigh thood  in  1901 did any  account o f h is 
life appear in  public, also again at h is son's 
death  in  1907 and  the  resu ltan t ob ituary  in 
the  D over Express o f 27th Sep tem ber 1907.
H is role as D over L ibrarian and custodian  
and  cata loguer o f D over's un ique  archive 
collection  m u st be added to his m a n y  great 
legacies to us inc luding  no less th an  the 
revival o f cerem ony  used  to th is day for 
the  insta lla tion  o f Lord W ardens of the 
C inque Ports, a subject upo n  w hich  he w as 
th e  u n riv a lle d  expert. H is ch e rish ed  
M un im en t cab inet archive collection  had 
to be safeguarded during  the  Second World 
War in  the  form er p rison  cells in  the 
M aison D ieu b asem en t w here th ey  w ere 
subjected  to dam p unfavourable conditions 
for m any  years. It w as only  in  1979, in  the

face of som e local opposition, after the 
d issolu tion  of D over C orporation  in  1974, 
th e  arch ives w ere  rem o v ed  in  two 
truckloads to the Kent Record Office (now  
the Kent H istory  & Library C entre) at 
M aidstone w here th ey  w ere conserved, 
cata logued  and  m ade available to the  
genera l public. O ne can  only  hope tha t he 
w ould have approved  of w hat becam e an 
inevitability. Like h im  or no t (and one 
w onders w hat im pression  he w ould have 
m ade on  m eeting  him ) the im pact th a t this 
one ex traord inary  m an  w ho placed  such 
an  indelible im p rin t upo n  D over's living 
and recorded  h isto ry  has m ade on the 
heritage of D over is therefore  incalculable. 
It w as such tha t it carried  on through  his 
son and  g randson  for a fu rth e r fifty years 
after his death  and  in  m a n y  w ays for all of 
us to th is very  day. Would th a t w e are 
w orthy  of it.
From  th is essay 's po in t o f view  Edward 
K nocker is focal to the  w hole story  since it 
w as to h im  th a t th is  au th o r 's  g re a t­
grandfather, A lfred W illiam Webster, w as 
in d en tu red  as a w rite r in  1874, th e n  15 
years old, for seven  years, and  th rough  him  
by  appren ticesh ip  m ade a F reem an  o f the 
Borough of D over in  1881 and  C orporation  
M inute C lerk un til 1920, altogether 46 
years' service as righ t h and  m an  and  every  
b it p a rty  to the w hole dynasty 's operation  
and as such  m y  ow n personal inspiration  
for these  essays.
Edward K nocker's ch ild ren
By Elizabeth Sarah M artha Bartlett (1814- 
1835).Buried Kingston, Kent.
1. Em ily Elizabeth (1833-1916), la te r wife 

o f cousin  Edward N ew m an  Knocker, 
Solicitor, Sevenoaks. Buried W oodbury 
Park, Tunbridge Wells.

2. Edward Tottenham  (8.2.1835­
10.2.1835) bu ried  w ith  m other,
Kingston
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By Elizabeth M ozier W alker (1806-1859). 
Buried St Jam es (new)

3. Edward W ollaston N adir (1838-1907) 
Solicitor & Town Clerk. Buried St 
Jam es (new)

4. H en rie tta  Augusta (1839-1853) 
U nm arried . Buried St Jam es (new)

5. Louise M ozier (1841-1917) U nm arried . 
Buried St Jam es (new)

6. W alker G eary (1842-1933) C lerk in  
H oly Orders, one tim e curate St Jam es 
(1869-1873). Buried Exwick Road 
C em etery, Exeter, Devon.

7. H en ry  B unbury  (1844-1889) M erchant 
N avy O fficer P & O, (sail & steam ), 
la te r au ction eer and estate agent. Died 
Ore, Hastings. Buried Guestling,
Sussex.

8. Sidney H erb ert (1846-1914) Bank 
Clerk. Died Aston, B irm ingham . Burial 
place as y e t un traced.

9. Jam es Wigzell (15.4.1848-19.4.1848). 
Buried St Jam es

10. V ernon Edw in (1849-1933), solicitor, 
p a rtn e r  in  E & V Knocker. Buried 
Deal.

By Jan e  Cecilia Bayly Longw orth D am es 
(1840/1-1883) Buried N orth iam , Devon.
11. Edward W illiam  Longw orth (1872­

1933) O.B.E. D iplom at at British 
Em bassy Rome. Buried in  P rotestant 
C em etery, Rome

12. A lfred De Burgh (1874-1961) Ceylon 
Tea & Rubber Planter. Buried Torquay

13. C hristine Cecilia (1876-1917). 
U nm arried . Buried St Jam es (new)

Edward K nocker's H eadstone Inscription , 
Torquay D evon “Even to h o a r/h a irs  w ill I 
c a rry  y o u /Is a ia h  4 6 :4 /In /m e m o ry  
o f/E dw ard  Knocker, Esq. F.S.A.,/late of 
D over and R yde/W ho died at Torquay on 
C hristm as D ay 1884/A ged 80 y ears/"T h e 
dead in  Christ shall rise first"/"T hem  also 
w hich sleep in  Jesus will G od/B ring w ith  
H im "/1  T h e ssa lo n ian s  IV

1 4 .1 5 /A lso /A lfred  De B urgh K n o ck er/ 
Y oungest son  o f th e  a b o v e /D ie d  2nd 
J a n u a ry  1961/A ged 86 y e a r s /
A lso /M ary /W ife of the above A lfred /D ied  
24th Ju n e  1972/A ged 95 years."
Edw ard K nocker's fam ily  m em orial, St 
Jam es (new) C em etery, Dover, Kent. “In 
m em ory  o f/E lizabeth  M ozier K nocker/the  
beloved  wife of/E dw ard  K nocker E sq/w ho 
d ied  11 O ctober 1859/A et 54/A lso  
o f/H e n rie tta  A u gu sta /the ir daug h ter/w h o  
died Ju n e  1853/A et 14/A nd o f th e ir  two 
in fa n t sons b u ried  in  fam ily  v a u lts /a t 
A lkham  and  St Jam es ' C hurch /A lso  of the 
ab o v e /E d w a rd  K nocker Esq F.S.A /w ho 
d ied  a t T o rq u a y /o n  C h ris tm as D ay 
1884/A ged 8 0 /H is  m o rta l re m a in s  are 
in te r re d /in  Torquay cem etery."
“In /lo v in g  m e m o ry /o f  C h ris tin e  Celia 
K n o ck er/y o u n g es t d au g h te r o f th e / th e  
late Edward K nocker/w ho  passed  away 
25th Sept. 1917/aged 41"

E d w a rd  K n o ck e r  G ra v e  T o rq u a y  C e m e te ry  D e v o n


