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MARCH MEETING
---------------- First Speaker-----------------

Port o f  D over -  D elivering for B ritain  and Dover
A presentation by Tim Waggott, Chief Executive Port o f  Dover

R e p o r te d  b y  A la n  Lee

Along w ith Tim  Waggott in attendance, to 
help  answ er questions, w ere Jack 
Goodhew, General M anager Special Projects 

and Richard Christian, H ead of 
Com m unications at the Port of Dover.
Tim  com m enced w ith a broad outline of the 
D over W estern Docks Revival and the 
reasons for initiating the schem e. Then he 
gave some key statistics for the port. It 
handles £119bn of trade - 17% of the UK's 
trade in  goods. Has on average 60 ferry 
sailings and transports up to 10,000 trucks 
per day. Five million vehicles a year use the 
port w hich handles the equivalent of 4 
m illion containers of freight per year. This is 
m ore than  Felixstowe - the UK's biggest 
container port? All these use Kent's strategic 
road network.
Freight increased by  30% betw een 2013 and 
2015. 2014 and 2015 were record years then 
the uncerta in  future of post-Brexit trade,
2016 set another record. Together the Port of 
Dover and Eurotunnel handles £220bn of 
trade, 30% of the UK's trade in  goods, over 4 
m illion freight vehicles. Over 16,000 freight 
vehicles per day travel on Kent's roads. 
Dover is the 5th busies t te rm in al for 
passengers in the country and the 3rd for all 
passenger and freight m ovem ents behind 
only H eathrow  and Gatwick.
By 2020 predictions are of a 40% growth in 
traffic w ith over 20,000 freight vehicles daily 
m oving through Kent. The traffic m ust be 
kept moving, w ith the M 2/A2 upgraded and 
a large investm ent pu t in infrastructure.

This will be essential to m axim ise the 
benefits of trading w ith  Europe and to 
m inim ise the negative im pacts of being a 
gatew ay county. This w ill en su re  the 
prosperity  of Dover and the nation as a 
whole. G overnm ent m u st rem ove all 
existing bottlenecks, the Dartford Crossing is 
partially or fully closed over 300 tim es a year 
and Kent always has m ajor congestion issues 
w ith half of the nation's traffic heading 
to /from  Dover getting stuck.
Tim is very concerned about the damage to 
trade that could be caused by  Brexit and 
would like to m aintain a frictionless border, 
have a long term  IT solution and easy 
transitional arrangem ents. If we can solve 
Dover then  other parts will be ok.
Tim expressed his annoyance at some of the 
obscene postings on line about the dredging 
of the Goodwin Sands also at some of the 
m isinform ation. He then  said that 99.7% of 
the sands will be untouched and they  have 
been  dredged on num erous occasions since 
WWII. The aggregate will be from a very 
carefully selected site and collecting it there 
will have the least environm ental im pact. If 
collecting aggregate from  the Goodwin 
Sands is not allowed it will cost £millions 
more, cost tim e, delay delivery  of the 
Dover's regeneration  and m ay m ean  an 
unfinished waterfront.
To end Tim  stated “All of this opposition is 
driven by a group who live in Deal and have 
no in terest in  Dover. Our com m unity m ust 
not be le t down; please support us!"


