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On  M onday 12th S eptem ber 2016, 
thanks largely to the efforts of Mike 

McFarnell, the people of Dover, and from 
fu rth e r  afield, w ere trea ted  to a free 
viewing of original footage of the Battle of 
the Somme. The film was released through 
the k ind partnersh ip  of the Im perial War 
M useum  and English Heritage.

In 1916 w hilst the Somme Cam paign was 
ongoing, the Battle of the Somme film was 
released as new sreel and seen by  over 20 
m illion people. Audiences flocked to the 
cinem as for a chance to see actual footage 
from  the battlefront and in the hope of 
spotting the ir loved ones on screen.

The film was 74 m inutes long and was 
show n at the Silver Screen Cinema, Dover, 
w ith  th e  k ind  co-operation  of the 
m anagem ent and staff. There were two 
show ings one at 11.00am and  one at 
2.30pm. The film was also shown in the 
secret w artim e tunnels, Dover Castle, on 
Sunday 11th at 7.30pm.

The Battle of the Somme was a m ajor 
allied  offensive against the  G erm an 
Em pire during the First World War. It

Before the Attack The Battle o f the Somme 1916

lasted from  1st Ju ly  to 18th N ovem ber 1916 
on both  sides of the River Somme in 
France. It was one of the largest and 
bloodiest battles in  history, in w hich m ore 
th an  1,000,000 m en  w ere w ounded or 
killed. In 1916 the British, French, Italian 
and  Russian arm ies, (the Allies), had  
agreed a strategy of com bined offensives 
against the Central Powers. The Somme 
offensive was th e  Franco-B ritish 
con tribu tion . The m ain  p a rt o f the  
offensive was to be m ade by the French 
army, supported  on the no rthern  flank by  
the  Fourth  A rm y of the  British 
Expeditionary Force.

W hen the G erm an A rm y began the Battle 
of Verdun on the M euse on 21st February 
1916, m any French divisions in tended  for 
th e  Som m e w ere d iverted  and  the 
supporting  a ttack  by  the  British th e n  
becam e the principal attack.

The first day of the Battle of the Somme on 
the 1st Ju ly  1916 against the G erm an Front 
Line com prised:

A diversionary attack at Gomme court 
on the northern , left wing of the attack 
front by  two divisions of the British Third 
Army.

A centre th ru st totalling over 100,000 
m en of 12 divisions in five corps of the 
British Fourth A rm y betw een  M aricourt 
and Serre in  the vicinity of the Albert- 
Bapaum e road.

An attack astride the River Somme on 
the British right w ing by  two corps of the 
French Sixth A rm y from  Foucaucourt-en- 
Santerre south of the Somme to M aricourt 
on the north  bank.



At 07.20 hours, ten  m inutes before Zero 
Hour, eight huge m ines w ere detonated. 
The largest was under H aw thorn Redoubt 
at Beaum ont H am el a G erm an strongpoint 
on the crest of H aw thorn Ridge. The plan 
was to detonate the m ines and to lift the 
heavy artillery barrage off the G erm an 
front line at the sam e time, ten  m inutes 
before the infantry  attack. This gave the 
G erm an troops sheltering in  the ir dugouts 
and bunkers forewarning tha t the British 
attack was im m inent. As the British began 
the ir advance, the G erm an troops who had 
survived caved-in bunkers carried out the ir 
w ell-rehearsed drill of climbing out from 
the protection of the ir deep bunkers to 
m an the sm ashed-in trenches and the ir 
strategically-placed m ach ine  gun 
positions. This had  devasta ting  
consequences for m ost of the m en  in  the 
British battalions advancing towards them .

Heavy casualties in  m any sectors of the 
British attack, w ith large num bers of m en  
w ounded or k illed by  G erm an bu lle ts

German Soldiers



British Wounded during Battle o f the Somme

before they  could even cross No M an’s 
Land, resu lted  in  on ly  a few  sm all 
successful gains of ground north  of the 
Albert-Bapaume road.

South of th a t road and on the far right of 
the attack the British achieved significant 
success on the front betw een  M ametz and 
M aricourt, w ith troops of the 18th and 30th 
D ivisions successfu lly  reach ing  th e ir  
objectives by  the end of the day.

Almost all the divisions attacking north  of 
M am etz village had  a day of 
d isappointm ent and loss. Small parties did 
reach some of the ir objectives beyond the 
G erm an front line, b u t the overw helm ing 
loss o f thousands of British troops 
w ounded and killed w ithin the first hour of 
the attack lim ited the possibility of any 
support or reinforcem ent.

The Somme Dead

The first day of the Battle of the Somme 
achieved lim ited success and was also the 
w orst day in  the history of the British 
arm y, w ith over 57,000 casualties, m ainly 
on the front betw een  the A lbert-Bapaum e 
road and G om m ecourt, w here the attack 
was defeated  and  few  British troops 
reached the G erm an front line.

The British arm y on the Somme was a 
m ixture of the rem ains of the pre-war 
regular arm y, the Territorial Forces and the 
K itchener Army, w hich was com posed of 
Pals Battalions, recru ited  from  the sam e 
places and occupations.

Following the tragedy of the first day of the 
battle on 1st July, w ith its heavy British 
losses and  lim ited  gains in  cap tu red  
ground  fighting se ttled  into a w ar of 
attrition

German POWs At the end of the battle on the 18th
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Novem ber the British and 
F rench  forces had  
p en e tra te d  only  6 m iles 
in to  G erm an-occupied  
te rrito ry . The Anglo- 
F rench  arm ies failed to 
capture Peronne and were 
still 3 m iles from  Bapaume, 
w here the G erm an arm ies 
m ainta ined the ir positions 
over the winter.

Notable for the im portance 
of air pow er and the first 
use of the tank  the battle 
rem ains controversial over its necessity, at such great cost to the British Arm y in 
significance and effect. 1916 would be sw ept back under control of

the G erm an A rm y in the Spring Offensive 
The dreadful irony of the situation would of M arch and April 1918. 
be tha t w ithin 14 m onths the ground won

Refurbishment Committee
Je re m y  Cope

Jenny  Olpin and John  Cotton continue 
w ith the ir liaison w ith the police through 
the ir regular m eetings. T hey take forward 
m em bers' concerns so tha t if you have any 
m atters you feel are appropriate do please 
le t Je n n y  know  tel: 01304 825011 or 
j en n y . olpin(g)uwclub. net

Other matters
I understand  tha t we can still keep our old 
fashioned street lam pposts if they  need  to 
be converted to use LED lighting. Our 
particular concerns are the lam pposts in, 
for example, Castle Street. Jenny  and Mike 
Weston continue to w ork at getting signs 
for tourist use on the paths tha t include the 
Bleriot M em orial and Langdon Cliffs.

If our m em bers have concerns on any of 
the m atters covered by the com m ittee do 
please le t m e know  on 01304 211348

We continue to lobby and w ork for 
im provem en ts to standards of 

cleanliness and of reduction of litter in  our 
town. It is not easy to affect standards 
w hich can only com e from  how  all who 
live in Dover conduct them selves. One 
area th a t has im proved is the  verges 
alongside the A2 and the A20 roads. Not, I 
fear, because car and lorry  drivers have 
im proved the ir behaviour b u t sim ply tha t 
those responsible have sorted m atters. A 
th a n k  you to A lan Sencicle for his 
lobbying.

The planters in  the m iddle of tow n have 
been  really  very good this year. One area 
tha t Sylvie Parsons continues to lobby 
about is the care and m ain tenance of the 
topiary in  the M arket Square w hich could 
do w ith some TLC.


