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It is w ith  sadness the  P lanning  
C om m ittee has lost the  valued  

contributions of Bill Naylor who recently  
passed away, he will be greatly missed. 
This now leaves three vacancies on the 
Planning Com mittee, we are hopeful tha t 
one person has agreed to jo in  the team  and
I w ould like to have one person from  River 
and one from  W hitfield as the Com m ittee 
curren tly  has no m em bers from  these 
locations. This will give a balanced view 
w hen discussing planning applications in 
p articu la r as W hitfield con tinues to 
expand.

Dover Western Docks Revival (DWDR)
Nothing to report since com m ents in the 
last newsletter. This is possibly because 
DHB are waiting for the resu lt of their 
app lica tion  to ex tract sand  from  the  
Goodwin Sands. We continue to press DHB 
for “quality" w ithin the project

Dover Leisure Centre
DDC have, as expected, decided  the  
DOVER leisure centre will be located at 
W hitfield as a DISTRICT leisure centre. 
Consultations took place b u t were in  fact 
only the process of ticking boxes to say the 
com m unity  had  the chance to com m ent. 
My report of last m onth  clearly detailed 
this. We are deeply concerned tha t Dover 
will now  have no leisure facility and we 
shall continue to press for a facility sim ilar 
to those provided at Deal (population circa 
20k) for the 30,000 residents of Dover.

DTIZ (St James Developm ent)
B reaking new s is th a t th e re  is 
contam ination on the site tha t DDC had 
not allowed for and to rem ove this a 
fu rth e r  £5m illion  is requ ired . I

im m ediately contacted DDC upon hearing 
this b u t DDC have denied this as “mischief- 
m aking” It was also pointed  out tha t the 
tim escale for com pletion was well beh ind  
schedule b u t DDC refused to provide any 
revised tim escale. DDC had  previously 
given th e  follow ing com pletion  dates: 
Cineworld (Block B) June  2016, Retail 
(Block C) Ju ly  2016, Retail (Block D) 
August 2016, Retail (Block A) October 2016. 
Travelodge H otel O ctober 2016. Entire 
project com plete October 2016.

If  it is substan tia ted  th a t DDC 
C ontam ination Report failed to identify all 
the contam ination on the site this reflects 
the poor quality th a t exists w ith in  the DDC 
Planning and Regeneration Depts.

Although no update for alm ost six m onths 
in  respect of outlets who have signed up a 
recen t p lanning application for new  site 
hoarding w ith nam es of outlets indicates 
tha t at least six are relocating from  the 
existing tow n centre.

Castle Street
As reported  last m onth. With the closure of 
several office/businesses in  Castle Street 
there has b een  a surge of applications (six 
properties in  the last six m onths). I have 
had several m eetings w ith DDC, Residents 
and one architect who is represen ting  
th ree of the applications. Our view tha t 
th is s tree t is im portan t to Dover and 
should  n o t rev e rt to a m ass of one- 
bedroom  flats ak in  to Folkestone Rd. 
seem s to have w orked as two properties 
w ithdrew  applications and re-subm itted 
for conversion to m aisonettes. We have 
supported  th is  type of res iden tia l 
developm ent and suggested to DDC tha t
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this should be the m in im um  standard for 
future applications. As these properties 
becom e inhabited we shall keep a close 
eye on the  dom estic refuse situation  
accum ulation and anti-social activities

Section 215 o f Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990
We are deeply concerned tha t DDC are no 
longer in terested  in  continuing this in  
D over as th ey  are now  concen tra ting  
across the District. Yet again Dover suffers.

Western Heights and Farthingloe
The CPRE w ere successful at a recen t High 
Court appeal and we await w hat will now 
happen. The sum m ing up of the judges 
w ere highly critical of DDC and reflects 
m an y  o f th e  views m ade by  Dover 
residents in  respect of DDC failing to 
deliver quality projects for Dover, w ith a 
lis t o f erro rs on m ajor p ro jects th a t 
suppo rts  our concerns about poor 
professionalism  and possibly needs to be 
scrutinised.

Transport Matters
We continue to cam paign for the upgrading

of the  A2 from  Lydden inc lud ing  a 
W hitfield Bypass. The need  for variable 
speed on the A20 as well as support for a 
th ird  T ham es crossing as far east as 
possible. We have m ade w ritten  com m ents 
to the  "Tham es E stuary  2050 G row th 
Com m ission” as well as to KCC in respect 
of "Kent Local Transport Plan 4". The full 
potential of the High Speed rail service has 
not been  m axim ized for Dover due to the 
failure of car parking facilities at Dover 
Priory and the service being available east 
of Dover after cam paigning by our MP for 
Deal and Sandwich. We have over the 
years had  lengthy correspondence w ith 
our MP and  DDC b u t to no avail. 
Therefore, it was interesting  tha t a recen t 
application was m ade for a significantly 
reduced car park. Initially I had thought at 
least som ething is m oving forward b u t a 
le tte r from  Network Rail could indicate 
m ore delay as they  quote "Network rail are 
aware of the proposed development. However, 
they will not he in a position to transfer any 
land that will result in Network Rail being 
dependent accessing their maintenance 
facility across third party land".

COW GATE CEM ETERY Jerem y Cope

This sum m er has been, weather-wise, 
som ew hat different. The early  m ild 

and dam p m onths brought on considerable 
grow th w ith  the  following dry  period  
allowing us to strim  the grass over the 
low er h a lf  of the cem etery. This all came 
to an  abrupt end w ith the heavy rain 
ending the record break ing  Septem ber 
heatw ave leading to the cancellation of our 
Saturday w orking session. I t’s back  to 
norm al b u t hey-ho we will still enjoy bo th  
com pany and work.

Subject to w eather working sessions for the 
m onths ahead are:-

Month Thursday Saturday
Novem ber 3rd 10th
D ecem ber 1st 10th

2107
January 5th 14th
February 2nd 11th
March 2nd 11th
April 6th 22nd

We welcome volunteers -  we need volunteers.
I f  you would like to come and try us out 

please contact me on 01304 211348 or email 
jeremycope@willersley.plus. com


