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Sheila Cope

It is disappointing tha t our num bers have 
fallen to 456 b u t w ith the onset of our 

w in ter m eetings we tru st tha t num bers 
will again increase toward tha t elusive 500 
w hich has for so long been  the aim  of our 
hard-working Chairm an. Nevertheless, the 
fact tha t all those m em bers have taken the 
trouble to pay  th e ir  subscrip tions is 
probably quite creditable for a tow n of our 
size.

We have been  to the funerals of too m any 
m em bers lately, two of w hom  have worked 
hard  for the Society. In the early years of 
Cowgate cem e te ry  m a in ten an ce  Jo h n

Mavin played an  active part un til ill-health 
forced h im  to retire from  the work. He was 
particu larly  in te rested  in  shipping and 
photography. Bill Naylor succeeded Leo 
Wright as Secretary and served for m any 
years un til M arch 2013. He was also a 
m em ber of the p lanning com m ittee and 
being a long-tim e residen t of Dover had no 
illusions about the uphill task facing us all.

In spite of the sum m er break we have 
recen tly  w elcom ed: Mr M and  Mrs J  
Kennedy, Mr G & Mrs M Margery, Mr R & 
Mrs E Meadows, Mrs W Stokes, Mr Luo, 
Mrs B J  Skinner and Mrs P S' Mr R Stroud.

River Dour Partnership
Jeremy Cope

Ou r w ork to im prove the  D our 
continues and (a w arning) unless you 

are prepared  to take the long view you 
m ight as well no t start. Funding projects 
now  m eans th a t m oney com es no t from  
the G overnm ent b u t from  Lottery or other 
charitable funders. Getting the  m oney  
requires the inpu t and skills of volunteers. 
We are lucky w ith the com m itm ent of our 
com m ittee m em bers and very  positive 
support and help from  Chris G ardner of 
South East Rivers Trust, the Environm ent 
Agency and Dover Big Local. As previously 
reported  our m ajor projects are to fund 
fish passes at Lorne Road and Halfords 
w eirs b u t in  addition  to see w hat 
im provem en ts can  be m ade to the  
im m ediate environm ents. First we m ust 
fund  th e  n ecessary  investiga tion  and  
surveys to confirm  any  p ro ject's  
soundness, tha t it is appropriate for the 
Dour and of benefit to our com m unity. 
Arm ed w ith tha t inform ation we can then

approach m ajor funders for the significant 
funds required  to im plem ent the project.

O ther p ro jects involve fundraising  for 
be tte r signage, volunteers' equ ipm ent for 
the river clear-ups, w orking w ith Dover 
T&les on pub lic ity  for the  river and  
progressing the idea of vo lunteer River 
Wardens.

O ur thanks are due to Tower H am lets 
G ardeners who donated the prize m oney 
from  the ir local com petition to help  w ith 
our work. We very m uch  appreciate such 
gestures of support. We also have m oney 
collected at the Regatta.

Again -  well done the clean-up volunteers. 
They do a really grand job. If you would 
like to be involved in  any of the above 
w ork do please contact m e on 01304 211348 
or Sue Bradford at White Cliffs Countryside 
Partnership 01304 241806


