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B eaucham p refused  to agree to the 
arrangem ent and shortly afterwards Lady 
Lettice obtained a divorce.

With the threat of crim inal investigations 
hotting up Beauchamp resigned m ost of his 
offices to avoid a public scandal and fled 
abroad to Venice. Strangely he held on to his 
title of Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports.

It is recorded that Beauchamp tried to 
return  to his hom eland for his wife's funeral 
bu t w hen the ferry was off Folkestone he 
was w arned by a friend on the pier that he 
might be arrested. So he rem ained on the 
ship and quickly returned  to Boulogne. 
Then, in 1936, he heard the news that his

favourite son Hughie had died in a m otor 
accident. This tim e the Earl did not care if 
he was arrested and he stepped ashore at 
Folkestone, w ithout any interference, in 
order to attend his son's funeral.

Little m ore is know n of the Earl after that, 
although there were reports of a threatened 
suicide. He w ent abroad again and died of 
cancer in New York City in November 1938, 
aged 66.

*It is claimed the Lord Beauchamp, who had 
three sons and four daughters, was the model 
for Lord Marchmain in Evelyn Waugh's novel 
Brideshead Revisited.

Dover County School RE Cadets
----------------------------------- P h il Eyden -----------------------------------

Un d e r th e  in s tru c tio n  of the  Kent 
Territorial Association, Dover County 

School raised its own Cadet Force w hich 
officially was recognised by the War Office 
on the 8th October 1915. The cadets were 
attached to the RE Territorials and w ere 
designated the N o.l Com pany (Cadets), 
C inque Ports Fortress Royal Engineers. 
Over sixty boys signed up im m ediately  
and w ere issued  w ith  service p a tte rn  
khaki uniform . The school Headm aster, 
Fred W hitehouse, accepted a com m ission 
as C aptain  and  O fficer C om m anding, 
teach ers  Edw ard O w en-Jones becam e 
Captain, Josiah  Slater and W illiam Pearce 
becam e L ieu ten an ts  and  th e  school's 
Physical Training Instructor, Mr. Frederick 
'Paddy' Pascall, was appointed  Sergeant 
Major. All the officers were given m ilitary 
train ing to assist them  in  the ir duties. 
C aptain Mowll g ran ted  perm ission  for 
them  to use the Liverpool Street Drill Hall 
and th e ir  80 rifles on the ranges. The 
Cadets perform ed the ir first parade on Cadets
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14th D ecem ber in  the Maison Dieu Hall to 
V iscount D uncannon, M.P. for Dover and 
Lady D uncannon.

By M arch 1916 the Cadets had reached  full 
capacity of 75 w ith four officers and had 
begun  to set up the ir own bugle and drum  
band  thanks to generous donations of 
in s tru m e n ts  by  ex-M ayor W illiam  
Crundall, Dr. Ian H ow den of the Dover 
Anti-Aircraft Corps, Mr. H ugh Leney of 
the  D over H igher E ducation  sub­
com m ittee  and Mr. Morford. The boys 
w ere organised in  standard RE Com pany 
pattern , the Com pany was divided into 
four Sections, each  com m anded  by  a 
Sergeant. Each section was divided into 
two Squads each  com m anded  by  a 
Corporal, so the  to tal n u m b er in  the  
Com pany was four sergeants and eight 
corporals. Parades took p lace each  
Saturday  and  w ere accom pan ied  by  
evening lectures, signalling practice in 
bo th  sem aphore and Morse code, knot 
tying and te lephone operation and at least 
two route m arches per term , frequently  
on the Deal road.

Territorial officers of the Cinque Ports 
Fortress RE provided every assistance and 
staff to com plete lectures and assisted the 
boys in  building a practice field telegraph 
and telephone. Boys w ere encouraged to 
a ttend  Archcliffe Fort to observe, learn  
and assist in  duties.

On th e  23rd May 1916 the  cadets 
perform ed an  exercise on the east side of 
the village of Ewell Minnis. The Com pany 
w as d iv ided in to  two, a ttackers and  
defenders. The defenders set up outposts 
w ho rep o rted  back  to H ead q u arte rs  
inform ation reported  by scouts. A flock of 
sheep w ere reported  back by one scout as 
"a squad of the enem y approaching from  
the North-East!" The attack was deem ed 
by  the judges as too straggling to succeed

and the defence clearly won. The boys 
th en  retired  exhausted for th e ir tea.

On June 2nd Frederick Pascall, the PT 
instructor, received his com m ission as 2nd 
L ieutenant.

S ep tem ber 26th 1916 was a nerve - 
w racking day for the Cadets as they  were 
in sp ec ted  b y  C olonel Skey, the  
Com m anding Royal E ngineer of the South 
Eastern Defences. Fortunately the veteran  
L ieu tenan t T.T. R ichards a tten d ed  the  
Drill Hall and gave the lads thorough 
train ing in  etiquette and appearance. Skey 
was reportedly  delighted w ith  the cadets 
and com plim ented th em  drill skills and on 
the ir physical training. On October 16th 
Dover County School was m oved from  
Ladywell to Frith Road enabling the cadets 
to use the new  school grounds to parade 
in.

D over's peace ce leb ra tion  m arch  took 
place on the 19th Ju ly  1918. It was a long 
afternoon procession of m arching bands, 
charitable and civic organisations. All the 
local RE units took part, following the 
A nti-A ircraft D efence C om m and lo rry  
w ith its 3 inch gun and am m unition  lorry, 
the 3rd Fortress Com pany drove past w ith 
the ir lo rry  decked out to rep resen t the ir 
functions, m in ing , ca rrie r  pigeons, 
tunnelling  and fighting m en. T hey  were 
followed by  a lo rry  containing a 120cm 
A nti-A ircraft search ligh t and  th e n  the  
lo rry  of the 600th Com pany represen ting  
e lectric lighting, te lephones, signalling 
and y et m ore pigeons. Following them  was 
a procession of cadets from  the Dover 
C ounty School contingent. The 2nd Buffs, 
Royal Artillery, RASC, RAMC and RAOC 
com pleted the arm y procession.

Sources: Pharos magazine archives, Dover 
Express.


