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City o f  Oxford - 5th Septem ber
--------------- Sheila Farrell ---------------

We arrived  at 10.30 
a.m. w eather grey, 

b u t dry. Everyone was 
given a m ap to use if 
requ ired . A lm ost six 
hours to explore.

H istorical bu ild ings of 
G othic design, one 
p articu la r bu ild ing
Bodleian Library. At the 
en trance to the Library 
there are two big w ooden 
doors displaying shields 
of the colleges and the 
University. The Library is 
the U niversity of Oxford's 
ch ief lib rary . It was 
founded by  Sir Thom as Bodley in  1410, and 
opened in  1602 w ith 2,000 books in  its 
collection. The Library now  has m ore than
11 m illion prin ted  volumes, this includes 
d ig italised  books. Sir T hom as Bodley 
arranged for his library to becom e a Legal 
Deposit Library, entitling it to request one 
free copy of every book published in this 
country. The Bodleian is a reference-only 
library , so it does no t len d  books to 
anyone. Even King Charles I was refused
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perm ission to borrow  a 
book in  1645!

In the underground caves 
below  Bodleian Library, 
th e re  are h u n d red s of 
books depicting  sacred 
relics, and, Jew ish  
M anuscripts. There was 
so m uch m ore we w anted 
to explore, so, decided 
against joining the long 
queue w aiting  for golf 
buggies to take the tour in 
the caves. The Radcliffe 
Cam era is seldom  open to 
the  public, b u t today
those taking a guided tour

of the Bodleian Library w ere privileged to 
en ter the building. This is w here students 
w ork in  absolute silence, fortunately, we 
were there before the holidays were over. 
It also allows m atu re  stu d en ts  to 
s tudy /research  there.

The indoor m arkets, were a delight. So
m uch quality fresh produce, we bought
three hom em ade pies to take hom e. M any 
lanes to follow encouraging us to do some 
early shopping.

There were so m any things to see and do, 
such as:- River Boat Cruises, including 
cream  teas. T hem ed walking tours. The 
A shm olean, from  w hich  som e people 
found it hard  to tear them selves away.,Also 
there were some of the colleges open to 
the public.

T hank you so m uch Mr. and Mrs. Sherratt 
for a great day out.


