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Confederation of the Cinque Ports 
Commemorate Decade of Service of Lord Warden

Peter W Shewed -  Surrogate Judge Confederation of the Cinque Ports

On 12th April 2005 Admiral the Lord 
Boyce was installed with all due 

ceremony as the Lord Warden of the 
Cinque Ports and Constable of Dover 
Castle in succession to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother who died in 
2002. The Installation began with a church 
service at St Mary in Castro located within 
the walls of Dover Castle and concluded at 
a meeting of the Court of Shepway in the 
grounds of Dover College followed by a 
formal banquet in the historic Maison Dieu 
in Dover.

In April 2015 Mayors from the five Cinque 
Ports of Hastings, New Romney, Hythe, 
Dover and Sandwich, the two Antient 
Towns of Rye and Winchelsea and the 
associated Cinque Ports' limbs gathered 
together at Walmer Castle, the Lord 
Warden's official residence, along with the 
Registrar and Seneschal Ian Russell, who 
organised and arranged the event, and 
other Officers of the Confederation of the 
Cinque Ports to mark the tenth 
anniversary of the installation of Admiral 
of the Fleet the Lord Boyce KG GCB OBE 
DL.

During the course of a Reception hosted by 
the Speaker of the Cinque Ports, the Right 
Worshipful the Town Mayor of New 
Romney, Councillor Roger Joynes JP, the 
Lord Warden was presented with a framed 
pen, ink and wash map of the original 
Cinque Ports, Antient Towns and limbs 
(past and present) with a photograph of the 
Lord Warden superimposed on a painting 
of Walmer Castle, the work of well-known 
local artist Denys LeFevre FRSA of

Denys LeFevre at Walmer Castle

Ramsgate, as a gift from the Confederation. 
English Heritage (who maintain the 
Castle) also presented the Lord Warden 
with a fine wooden stand for his 
ceremonial sword. The sword was a gift to 
Lord Boyce from the Confederation in 2005 
and is on display in the dining room of the 
Castle, while the map is on display in the 
Sackville Room on the ground floor of the 
Castle. Denys and his wife Barbara were 
introduced to the Lord Warden at the 
Reception who thanked him for his 
illustrated map. The Lord Boyce indicated 
he was very taken with the drawing and 
pleased that it would complement the new 
displays at Walmer Castle helping to tell 
the story of the history of the Cinque Ports.

Those attending were privileged to be 
given a preview tour of the re-ordered 
Wellington rooms in the Castle prior to 
their general opening for the public to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of 
the Battle of Waterloo.


