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Since my report in the March Newsletter I 
am sure you will have read the good news 

that the Department for Communities & 
Local Government has supported the 
Compulsory Purchase Orders that are 
required to proceed with the DTZ (St James's 
Development). Last September I attended 
the 2V 2 days of the public enquiry and I was 
amazed that this important regeneration 
project was in fact being held up by one 
person, the owner of the County Hotel, who 
purchased the hotel in 2002 at a time when 
the entire DTIZ area had for some years 
been identified for regeneration 
development. The challenge of the CPO by 
the County Hotel has in all probability 
delayed the project by some two to three 
years, very sad that a speculative 
land/property investor is permitted to hold a 
town to ransom. Latest information is that 
demolition work will start in September this 
year.

As I indicated in the March newsletter that it 
was expected the clothing giant "Next" would 
be the tenant for unit 7 A and this has since 
been confirmed. However the associated 
planning application (DOV/14/01110) is still 
awaiting the required planning decision 
despite being lodged with DDC Planning 
since late last year, I hope not another DDC 
administrative error? Likewise revised plans 
for the Travelodge Hotel are still awaited and 
if hearsay is confirmed will NOT have the 
communication/TV Screen mast.

I hope you have seen the new car park being 
constructed off Bench Street. The area 
between the River Dour and York Street will 
eventually be re-built but could, based on the 
DTIZ experience, be several years away. 
Therefore when the car park was planned

we made strong representation to DDC that 
it should reflect quality and not replicate the 
Russell Street car park experience of a 
"temporary" car park for some twenty years 
without suitable landscaping and quality 
fencing. Our requests have been met and 
DDC are to be congratulated for listening 
and taking action of our request.

We were surprised to learn that the DDC 
Conservation Officer (Clive Alexander) has 
now retired. We have for some time been 
pressing for improvements to our 
Conservation Areas within Dover that have 
declined although our action with Section 
215 activity has seen a significant 
improvement over the last three years. At 
this stage DDC have not appointed a 
Conservation Officer and we feel if this 
position is not maintained could see a 
further decline in the Conservation Areas as 
well as listed buildings in Dover.

This brings me to the former "Hooked on 
Books" shop opposite the town hall. It is a 
Grade II listed building within a 
Conservation Area. To my horror the 
Victorian shop-front was recently removed 
and a modern full length plate glass window 
installed. No planning application was made 
and would not have been permitted had 
such application been made. We have 
therefore advised the Senior Enforcement 
Officer at DDC who is now in contact with 
the owner/tenant of the property. It does 
seem that Letting Agents/Owners may not 
be advising tenants of their legal obligation 
in respect to listed buildings and special 
requirements within Conservation Areas. We 
await with interest the outcome.

Many members will have seen the request
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by the Soup Kitchen Volunteers to re-locate 
to Pencester Rd Car Park. Our Planning 
Committee was far from happy with this 
location and whilst recognizing the 
important work carried out by the 
volunteers could not support the location, 
indeed it was felt that an indoor location 
should be sought. This was accepted by the 
Full Executive and the letter to DDC with 
regard to this application can be obtained 
from me or viewed on the DDC Planning 
website under application DOV/15/00321.

We were at the forefront with regard to the 
traffic congestion of the A20 in Tbwnwall 
Street that greatly affected businesses and 
residents. Following Dept, of Transport 
meetings a "temporary" control of lorries 
proceeding to the docks from the A20 was 
introduced. At peak times lorries are held on 
the A20 beyond the Aycliff roundabout and

only called forward when there is space 
within the docks. This avoids the lorries 
queuing, blocking junctions, in Tbwnwall 
street and Snargate Street. Linked with this is 
a 40mph restriction from the Roundill 
TUnnels at Folkestone to Dover. By the time 
this newsletter is published it is most likely 
that a decision will have been made to make 
the controls permanent but with variable 
speed limits rather than a permanent 40mph 
that has been in use during the trial period.

Certainly there has been less congestion 
during the experimental period that has seen 
the restriction of lorries entering Dover 
when the docks are at capacity on ten days 
in the last 4 weeks. The Dover Society has 
supported the continuation of the controls 
beyond the initial 12 week period and the 
introduction of variable speed limits in place 
of the set 40mph.

Dover Society Outing to Oxford Saturday 5th September 2015
Patricia Hooper-Sherratt

Visit this beautiful city with its wonderful 
history and architecture. The Ashmolean, 

is free to enter, has an extensive collection of 
worldwide Art and Archaeology acquired 
since 1683 from ancient Egypt to 20th C. 
Antiquities, paintings, coin room, ceramics 
etc. Research and teaching are based in 
several museum departments. Enjoy the 
spectacular views from the dining room if you 
take lunch in this rooftop restaurant. On the 
lower ground floor is a really lovely shop and 
cafe. The cakes and pastries are baked fresh 
daily, a nice bowl of soup or sandwiches.

There are many eating places in Oxford, 
including in the Tbwn Hall which is also the 
Tburist Information Centre, where you may 
pick up maps of the City or any other 
information. There is a cafe over the river 
where many of the students work. Other 
places to visit are the Bodleian Library, it is

£1.00 to enter the Divinity School where you 
may walk around freely, or for a full extended 
tour of one hour cost of £7.00 book on the day. 
Tburs are 11.30; 13.00 and 14.00hrs. This is 
well worth paying for, you will see where the 
students are allowed to research, but, no 
books are allowed out of the hall. The 
Bodleian Library is home to one each of every 
book that has ever been written. Of course 
there are many other colleges, some are free 
entry, others, such as Christ Church charge an 
entry fee. We are planning to give you 
between five and six hours of free time in 
order to visit some of the many attractions.

Cost £26.00 Pick-up points 07.00 The Railway 
Bell; 07.05 Hollis Motors; 07.10 Frith Road;
07.15 Brook House Car Park 
To book contact: Patricia Hooper-Sherratt, 
Castle Lea, T&swell Street, Dover. CT16 1SG 
Tfel: 01304 228129


