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April AGM
Celebrating Wellington 

and the Battle of Waterloo
A talk by Rowena Willard-Wright 

English Heritge

Reported by the Merril Lilley

Following the AGM on 20th April our 
speaker, Rowena Willard-Wright chose 

an appropriate subject to celebrate the 
200th Anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo, 
1815. This was of particular interest as it 
focused on Walmer Castle, one of our most 
popular English Heritage attractions with 
all its associations with the Duke of 
Wellington.

Leading up to Waterloo the Duke visited 
Deal many times and knew the town.

The Duke o f Wellington, by Sir Thomas Lawrence

Rowena W illard-W right

Following Waterloo he went into politics 
and became Prime Minister of the Tbry 
party in January 1828. On 20th January 
1829 he became Lord Warden of the Cinque 
Ports and then resided at Walmer Castle for 
one third of every year.

Much has been written about the Duke and 
of his famous victory when he defeated 
Napoleon's armies at Waterloo. Our 
speaker outlined his exploits and career 
leading to the battle, including his 
successes in the Peninsula war and his 
progress through France and Spain.

She went on to tell us of the exhibition of 
Wellington memorabilia at Walmer Castle 
and its recent update and urged us to visit 
and see it for ourselves. Go to see the 
Duke’s room and look at the wallpaper and 
carpets, as near as possible to its 
appearance as how the room looked when 
the Duke was there. It has his military 
camp bed which went everywhere with 
him. Wellington died at the castle and his 
room and the chair in which he died are as 
they were on the morning of 14th 
September 1852.

As well as the Duke's room there are two 
display rooms dealing with Wellington's life 
and legacy. Visitors can see pictures, 
models, busts, pottery, letters, relics,
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tickets, toys and games.
The most well-known item 
is a pair of Wellington 
boots.

There is a mirror with a 
pincushion (1807)
decorated with a single
sided copy of a medal 
commemorating the Battle 
of Tklavera. T&lavera is the 
setting for Sharpe's Eagle, 
the first book written in 
Bernard Cornwall's
"Sharpe" series.

Among the medals is a 
bronze medal celebrating 
the Battle of Salamanca (1812) and the 
liberation of Madrid after which Wellington 
was created an earl and later a marquis, 
becoming commander of the allied armies 
in Spain.

In 1813 he won a silver medal celebrating 
Vitoria, the final battle of the Peninsula 
War, won when the Marquis of Wellington, 
he later became Duke. This medal was 
awarded at a Grand Military Festival held in 
Vauxhall Gardens in London under the 
chairmanship of the Duke of York, the 
commander-in-chief of the army. A  grand 
dinner of a thousand gentlemen at two 
guineas a head began at nine in the 
evening. The Duke's party sat in a semi
circle in the rotunda with gold plate 
displayed behind them along with a bust of 
Wellington, the standard of the 100th 
French regiment taken in battle and the 
baton of Marshal Jourdan. Wellington was 
not there. He was far too busy fighting the 
war.

The toys in the display include a theatrical 
sheet of the Battle of Waterloo for Pollock's 
toy theatres (late nineteenth century), a 
game of Wellington's victories (c. 1850s) and

a German tin flat toy 
soldier of the Duke on his 
horse Copenhagen (c.1910). 
Throughout the nineteenth 
century Wellington was 
idolised in children's books 
and games as the model 
military hero.
There are so many 
interesting exhibits I will 
not attempt to list them all. 
From the Great War there is 
a whisky jug, (1915) with 
portraits of Wellington and 
Kitchener who was 
Secretary of State for War 
(1914-1916). Comparisons 
between the First World 

War and the Napoleonic wars and Waterloo 
were already being made, its legacy in 
memory of the victorious nation. Our 
speaker adds that on 4th August, 1914, 
Margot Asquith wrote in her diary, "I can 
truthfully say that this has been the 
greatest moment of my life and the greatest 
moment in British Politics since Waterloo".

The death of the Duke 1852
One section of a display room features the 
death of the Duke. The bronze death mask, 
from a plaster cast by the sculptor George 
Gammon Adams, was made three days 
after the Duke's death.

While the funeral was arranged thousands 
of mourners, including the queen, paid 
respects to the Duke at Chelsea hospital 
where he was lying in state. The clamour 
was so great that three people died in the 
crush.

There is a ticket to the Duke's funeral 
where twenty thousand people assembled 
at St. Paul's Cathedral in 1852. A view of the 
cortege approaching the cathedral shows 
the carriage made from cannon captured at 
Waterloo, weighing over 18 tons and drawn
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by twelve dray horses. There are other 
relics. A letter, describing the funeral, from 
George Campbell, 8th Duke of Argyll, to 
Lord John Russell. Velvet upholstery from 
the coffin. A piece of the pall, removed 
after the funeral by the Duke's butler, 
Christopher Collins. Commemorative 
items from 1852 include a Staffordshire 
figure of the Duke seated on a chair, an 
opaque glass bust of Wellington and an 
electroplated silver mourning 
brooch.

Although Rowena Willard-Wright entitled 
her talk 'Celebrating Wellington and 
Waterloo' in addition she told us much 
more about Walmer Castle. English 
Heritage has recently spent £80,000 on 
updating and refurbishment, the Duke's 
room, the display rooms and William Pitt's 
bedroom and library. There is so much for 
visitors to see in the new exhibition which 
should be a great attraction this summer.

Wellington's Campaign Bed Wellington's Famous Boots Death Mask

Footnote from Merril - Wellington at Waterloo in Fiction

Georgette Heyer. An Infamous Army.
Wellington ... "Do not congratulate me! I  have lost all 
my dearest friends ...lam quite heart- broken at the 
loss I have sustained"... I have never fought such a 
battle and I trust I  shall never fight such another. 
War is a terrible evil".

The Spanish Bride.
"At the last there was hardly a senior officer left 
standing". "Not the Duke?" "No he came through 
untouched. By Jove, it was as well he did so. We 
could not have done the thing without him. You 
know his way! Wherever the line was weakest; there 
he was, cool as if upon a field day. While we could 
see his hook-nose amongst us there was no thought 
of retreating!"

Cynthia Harrod-Eagles. The Campaigners, 
hook 14 in the Morland Dynasty series.
"I've brought the casualty list for my regiment sir", 
Danby said\," I wanted to offer my congratulations, 
sir. It was a remarkable victory—". Oh, don't

congratulate me!" the Duke cried out. "I’ve lost all my 
friends! Canning, Gordon—! Dear God! There's 
nothing more horrible than a battle won except a 
battle lost" "But you did win, sir. It's all down to your 
account- every last man in the army knows that," 
said Danby. It was the closest run thing I  ever saw 
the Duke said "I don't mind telling you."

Bernard Cornwall. Sharpe's Waterloo
Where Sharpe has to play a leading role! "Don't give 
them a chance to stand!" A commanding voice rose 
clear among the smoke and chaos. The Duke, 
cantering on his horse behind the victorious 
battalions, was staring intently at the fleeing 
French. Don't let them stand. Go forward ... the 
Duke's eyes had missed nothing and he was not 
graceless at this moment of salvation. "Mr. Sharpe I 
am beholden to you. That is your battalion now. So 
take it forward.''

Bernard Cornwall's first non-fiction book, Waterloo, 
is now available in paperback.


