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Our numbers stand at 490 although a few 
subscriptions are still awaited. I am most 

grateful to those who pay up on time and 
without reminders.

If you are in a position to do so and an income 
tax payer, please consider completing the Gift 
Aid section of the membership form so that 
the Society may benefit from approximately 
25% increase in the value of your 
subscription. Now that mailing costs are so 
high your Gift Aid will just about cover the 
price of the stamps if you are a postal member. 
This leads me to reiterate our thanks to all our 
local newsletter distributors whose sterling 
work contributes so much towards 
maintaining the low cost of our subscriptions.

In addition to the death of our former 
Chairman and founding father Jack Woolford 
we lost in March two other members who 
have served the Society faithfully, namely 
Barry Late and Lt. Cmdr. John Owen (Ret'd). 
Both had a Service background; Barry first 
came to Dover as a Junior Leader and John 
served in the Royal Navy. Both belonged to

the Cowgate team and Barry had been 
organiser for some time. They served on the 
executive committee of the Society and were 
concerned with several undertakings among 
which Barry was involved with painting 
"leopard" bollards in the town. John was 
project manager for several years and 
organised annual litter clearance 
competitions in conjunction with the Sea 
Cadets and other youth groups. He was also 
involved with the planting of Lousyberry 
wood and the restoration of Lydden pond. In 
conjunction with all their other admirable 
qualities we remember John for his loyalty 
and good nature, Barry for his wit and 
attention to detail. Both are sorely missed. We 
send our sincere condolences to Ann Owen 
and Jill Late and their families.

We welcome these new members: Mr R S' Mrs 
D Stone, Mr R Costa & Ms I Betancourt, Mr J 
Simmonds, Mrs J Reynolds, Mrs B Hansom, 
Mr R & Mrs L Maclure, Mrs J Goodacre, Mrs N 
Goodacre, Mr K & Mrs L Biles and we hope 
that they will enjoy and be able to take part in 
our many activities.

River Dour Partnership Jeremy Cope

I regret to say that Ray Newsam has resigned 
as Chairman. Ray showed commitment and 

a passion for the river but feels he must move 
on. We will miss him but we have to find a 
new Chair and find a group of three or four 
volunteers who are prepared to attend 
meetings, work on plans to develop the river 
and worst of all deal with the paperwork. The 
change in the relationship between the 
Environment Agency and groups such as ours 
means that, as in so many local matters, it is 
now up to voluntary groups to take things 
forward if they want to change things for the 
better. We are responsible for getting the river 
up to EU water standards. Funding has

changed and needs a drive to attract money to 
the Dour for our projects.

Since Ray's last report things have stalled, 
somewhat apart from the Dour Volunteers 
who, under the guidance of White Cliffs 
Country Partnership, clear the river of litter. 
They continue to do an excellent job attracting 
much commendation from passers-by.

I hope to be able to deal with progress on 
potential fish passes and other opportunities 
when I next report but it does call for 
volunteers prepared to make the necessary 
commitment.


