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Jack Woolford was born in 
Hartlepool, gained a State 

Scholarship to Cambridge and 
graduated with First Class 
Honours in History. After 
spending six years in the Royal 
Artillery during the Second 
World War, he came to Kent 
and Dover where he was an 
Adult Education Tutor in 
History for the Universities of 
Kent and Oxford until he 
retired.

Like many who settle in 
Dover, Jack fell in love with 
the town - its past, present and future. It 
was, therefore, inevitable when the New 
Dover Group was founded in 1964 that he 
joined and later became its chairman. The 
Group soon boasted several hundred 
members. It was formed to act as a 
watchdog over the town's redevelopment, 
taking an active interest in town planning, 
history and archaeology and playing a 
leading role in lobbying for archaeological 
digs off the Market Square to save Roman 
remains from the York Street 
redevelopment. The Group also helped 
organise the 1965 Dover History exhibition 
in the Town Hall and was in the forefront 
o f the campaign for a Dover bypass 
(Jubilee Way).

The New Dover Group was wound up in 
1981, but when a small group suggested 
the formation of a new Dover civic society 
in 1988, Jack was the obvious choice as its 
first Chairman with ideas that enabled it to 
last and thrive. He saw the necessity for a 
social programme that the New Dover 
Group had lacked. On summer outings he

always made a speech 
thanking the organiser setting 
the right tone and standard. 
Jack remained chairman of 
The Dover Society for 10 years 
but continued as Chairman of 
the Society's Planning Sub- 
Committee, which scrutinises 
all planning applications, and 
represented the Society at 
meetings of the town council's 
Town and Environment 
Committee. Jack was made an 
Honorary Freeman of Dover 
in 2010 for service to the town.

He also played an active role in the Kent 
Federation of Amenity Societies and was 
Chairman for many years.

You have heard about Jack's life - his 
academic achievements, his career in 
education and his passion for The Dover 
Society.

But what sort of man was Jack?
As our first Chairman from 1987, over the 
next 10 years, largely due to Jack's efforts, 
the Society became Dover's highly 
respected civic and amenity society - a 
reputation it holds today with almost 500 
members. Jack was also our Planning 
Committee Chairman long after he retired 
as Society Chairman.

Jack was a gentleman of the old school. A 
man of principle with a sense of humour. 
He would not speak at meetings until his 
raised hand caught the eye o f the 
Chairman. He was a master of the English 
language both written and spoken, 
choosing his words carefully and with
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telling effect, often with dry wit.

Classical music was a passion and Jack 
organised a number of successful concerts 
for us.

He loved a drink and always invited 
visitors to 1066 a glass of his home made 
brew - or something even stronger. Around 
his birthday he would 
bring champagne to our 
Executive meeting.
Over the years he was 
always involved in the 
Society's physical 
activities despite his 
disabilities: relining
Lydden Pond, planting 
trees in Lousyberry 
Wood after the 1987 
hurricane, clearing litter 
from the Dour and the 
beach and maintaining 
Cowgate Cemetery well 
into his 80s where he 
always enjoyed a pint at 
the Mogul pub after a

hard morning's work, except on his 
birthday when it was champagne once 
again.

The Dover Society, he said in his latter 
years, kept him alive, but eventually not 
even his passion for The Society and Dover 
could defy anno domini. We shall miss you 
Jack.

Jack's Birthday 2004 - Cowgate Cemetery

Dover Town Council Pays Tribute to Jack Woolford
-------------------- Terry Sutton--------------------

Our former chairman, the late Jack 
Woolford, received a unique tribute at 

this year's annual mayor-making 
ceremony. It was the first time Dover 
Town Council has requested such a tribute 
during an official annual meeting of the 
council.

At the call by the mayor, one of our vice- 
presidents and an Honorary Freeman of 
Dover, Terry Sutton, provided the tribute 
reminding those present at the Town Hall 
that Jack, aged 97 at his death, was the 
town's oldest Honorary Freeman.

“Jack, like many others from the North of 
England, quickly fell in love with our 
town. He did something many strive to do 
but seldom achieve. But thanks to his long 
and honourable service, Jack departed 
Dover a better place than when he arrived 
here 69 years ago. Let us follow Jack's 
example and work for the betterment of 
our town," said Terry.

The mayor, councillors and the guests 
stood in silence in memory of Jack and 
others who had died in the previous 12 
months.


