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morning and were filled with dock workers 
drinking coffee and rum. The Pub directly 
opposite the dock gates was called the ‘New 
York Stores', probably because most ships 
bound for New York left from London.

Some men, as soon as they got their pay, 
deposited most of it behind the bar and 
asked the landlord to tell them when the 
money ran out. The Red Ensign Club was 
also in Dock Street and was a very popular 
venue with seamen and dockers coming 
and going all day long. The whole place 
was a constant hive of activity, with trucks, 
barrows, trolleys, carts everywhere and 
taxis dropping off passengers and picking

up new ones. There was strict security on 
the high dock gates where a pass was 
needed to get in or out.

On a nostalgic visit to Dockland in the 
nineteen eighties, I walked along the river 
from Tbwer Hill, through Wapping, to the 
place where I remembered the dock 
entrance to be. TUrning the comer I had a 
shock to see the gates had disappeared and 
there were no recognisable landmarks, 
apart from the pubs. Preparations were 
under way to start the construction of the 
Dockland Light Railway and the Canary 
Wharf development. Now little remains of 
the dockland I remember.
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In connection with the White Cliffs 
Walking Festival we joined a tour of 

Deal's Blue Plaque "frail and congratulate 
the Deal Society for their energy in 
continuing to record the fame of many 
former residents. The circular plaques 
that we saw commemorated people 
rather than events and we were grateful 
to the vice-chairman of the Deal Society 
who led a very interesting walk.

In spite of the summer break we have 
recruited new members, some of whom 
joined as a result of our outings, thanks to 
“the Pats" whose hard work demonstrates 
that the Dover Society is such a 
worthwhile organisation.

We therefore welcome (in order of 
joining):- Mr F Field, Mr J & Mrs J 
Duggan, Mrs P Barber, Mr D & Mrs C 
Donnelly, Mr I Keyser, Mrs S-J Hart & Mr 
R Hart, Miss S Beer and Mr D & Mrs J 
Kay. We now number 471.

Due to late notification Mr Keith Wells 
from Sandwich was omitted from last 
year's obituaries.

At 479 our membership number is higher 
than it has ever been, thanks to those who 
have introduced new members and to 
those who have paid their subscriptions 
on time.

A record number are now paying their 
subscriptions by standing order which is 
excellent from both the members' and the 
Society's viewpoint because it avoids the 
need for reminders, saves money on 
postage and provides us with an income 
which can be safely anticipated.

Our welcome new members in order of 
joining (or re-joining) are:- MrD& Mrs P 
Carter, Ms C Hawkins, Mr K Vincent, Mr 
B & Mrs C Walters, Mr JL & Mrs FL Sykes, 
Mr H & Mrs L Tbh, Mr L Brooks, Mrs M 
Harcourt-Ronaldson, Mr P & Mrs A 
Castle, Mrs J Bygrave and Mr W Fawcus.


