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Dover’s Double Connection with 
‘The Land of Oz’

------------------------Fr. Peter Sherred ------------------------

Over the past fifteen years many 
members of Dover families have 

encountered an individual who has offered 
pastoral care and considerable attention 
during very emotional periods of their lives 
accompanied with a far from local accent. 
The Reverend Ken Child, a native 
Australian affectionately known as “The 
Vicar of Oz", has been increasingly in 
demand as a minister for funeral services, 
mostly at Barham crematorium, by Dover 
families who have experienced and 
witnessed his pastoral concern and 
empathy for people when struggling with 
bereavement. When approached by funeral 
directors his immediate imperative is to 
journey from his home in Wingham to visit 
the families concerned and, through his 
Christian commitment sympathy and 
understanding, he has become in such
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demand for these important services that 
families now routinely ask for him 
expressly because of his attentiveness with 
previous family bereavements. As a 
consequence he has built up a significant 
Dover connection. But such connection 
only reinforces one made many decades 
ago when he was ordained a Deacon in 
1952 by the then Archbishop of Sydney the 
Most Reverend Howard Mowll who was 
bom in Dover, was the son of a former 
mayor of Dover and was a member of the 
well-known Mowll/Worsfold families who 
have been active in the Dover Community 
for centuries. Both Howard Mowll and Ken 
Child carved out for themselves significant 
vocations in their ordained roles.

Howard West Kilvinton Mowll was a 
seventh generation Mowll, descended from 
William Mowll who had been granted the 
Freedom of Caen in January 1672, and the 
first bom son of Henry Martyn Mowll as 
well as being one of seven children. His 
family home was at ‘Chaldercot’ Leyburne 
Road in Dover which had been built by his 
grandfather William Rutley Mowll a coal 
merchant, company director and man of 
affairs who had married Sarah Worsfold. 
Their sixth child Henry Martin Mowll, 
Howard's father, married Gertrude Emily 
Worsfold and, with his elder brother 
Edward Worsfold Mowll, founded the 
Castle Street Solicitors Mowll & Mowll (in 
recent years the firm has moved to 
Whitfield) which developed with a number 
of offices in Canterbury and elsewhere. 
Henry Mowll was an Alderman in Dover 
for twelve years, a member of the 
Corporation for twenty years, a Warden of
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St James's church for twenty five years (as 
had been his father) and was Mayor of 
Dover in 1901-2 the latter being Coronation 
Year. It was said he was a person who had 
great faithfulness - to people as well as to 
God. Cowgate cemetery was the final 
destination for many members of the 
Mowll dynasty over the years.

Howard was educated at Dover College 
Junior School before becoming a student at 
King's School Canterbury in 1903 during 
which period as a King's scholar he was 
confirmed by Archbishop Randall 
Davidson in Canterbury cathedral. 
Following schooling he went up to King's 
College Cambridge and in 1912 to Ridley 
Hall where he read theology with a view to 
ordination. He was ordained Deacon in 
Manchester cathedral on 21st September 
1913. On the 1st October that year he sailed 
to Canada and became a tutor/lecturer at 
Wycliffe College Tbronto returning briefly 
to England the following year to be 
ordained priest in Canterbury Cathedral on 
Trinity Sunday by Archbishop Davidson. In 
Canada he built up a solid and good 
reputation such that by 1922 he was 
consecrated in Westminster Abbey as 
Assistant Bishop for the Diocese of 
Szechwan West China. During the next 
twelve years in China he met and married 
Dorothy Anne Martin who was to become 
his companion and friend in his great 
pastoral ministry. In 1934 this son of Dover 
was consecrated Archbishop of Sydney in 
Australia and in 1947 he became Primate of 
Australia. He was present in Westminster 
Abbey at the Coronation Service for the 
Queen and took the opportunity to make a 
day visit to Dover where he was saddened 
by the war damage to the town and 
especially the loss of St James's Church. In 
1957 his wife of so many years died and he 
died in post in 1958 from a coronary at the 
age of 69 after 49 years of ordained 
ministry. Among tributes to him Howard

Mowll of Dover was described as “a man 
who was both good and great" by a 
subsequent Archbishop of Sydney and as “a 
man with a heart of gold, as large as the 
continent of Australia" testimony to which 
was shown by the attendance at his funeral 
where his cathedral was full and over
150,000 people lined the streets to pay 
their respects to this man who came from 
our town on the south coast of Kent.

The Most Reverend Howard Mowll had a 
considerable influence upon the course of 
Reverend Ken Child's life. Ken was bom in 
1927 when Howard Mowll was already 
Assistant Bishop in China but twenty five 
years later it was he who laid hands on a 
twenty five year old Ken ordaining him 
Deacon. Howard Mowll had given Ken the 
opportunity of restoring the most run
down parish in Sydney called Erskineville 
which was situated only a mile from the 
city centre and where the Rectory was a 
condemned building and the congregation 
in Holy Trinity church numbered just 
seven people! It was on the brink of 
closure. Within nine months by means of 
an active pastoral ministry, which is a 
hallmark of Ken's vocation, the 
congregation was close to one hundred 
achieved by house to house visiting, 
organised open air services, films and the 
formation of a children's choir and youth 
group. As a reward for his efforts, after his 
priesting in November 1952, he was 
inducted by Howard Mowll as the Rector of 
Erskineville and four years later this was 
merged with a neighbouring parish of 
Redfem with Ken in charge. The Rectory 
was demolished and a new house was built 
to replace it and in due time Ken was made 
Area Dean for ten similar inner city 
parishes. In the 1960s Ken broadened his 
ministry into the workplace when, with the 
help of members of the South Sydney 
Rotary Club and the Vehicle Builders 
Union, he set up a pilot scheme of
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Industrial Chaplaincy with the British 
Motor Corporation Plant in his parish. Ken 
was made the first Director of the Inter- 
Church Trade and Industry Mission 
training many clergy and lay workers (over 
300) for this ministry. His work was 
recognised by his Rotary Club when it 
awarded him a Paul Harris Fellowship, the 
highest award a Rotary Club can give to an 
individual.

Between 1968 and the late 1980's Ken was 
active in further parish ministry, (where 
one thousand two hundred people 
attended one of his inductions), unusually 
returning for a second period as Rector at 
Erskineville before a couple of Country 
parishes after which he was advised to give 
up full time ministry on health grounds. 
For a decade he and his second wife Jenny, 
to whom he has been married for over 
thirty years following the death of his first 
wife, having purchased a farm 
experienced, rural life and as his health 
improved he assisted in local parishes 
forming two choirs to encourage the 
growth of church music in the large 
community north of Sydney. Ken was an 
accomplished musician himself and the 
holder of the Archbishops' Certificate in 
Church Music. Following a “trip of a 
lifetime" to Europe including a visit to 
Canterbury Cathedral, which was a 
defining moment for them, Ken and Jenny 
emigrated to the UK with their Irish Setter 
"T&ra" and settled in Wingham from where 
they both enjoy assisting in the cathedral. 
Jenny has written and published a number 
of small books on aspects of cathedral life 
while Ken has been licensed to officiate 
within the Diocese of Canterbury helping 
out in interregnums and was especially 
invited by a former Archdeacon to officiate 
at funerals particularly for cremations.

influenced by his early years in Dover and 
the example of his father, Henry Mowll, 
among others. He left the town and these 
shores and settled eventually in Australia, 
via Canada and China en route, whereas 
Ken Child's ministry has so far covered 
sixty two years and he has settled in 
England after decades in Australia where 
his life was so heavily influenced and 
directed by Howard Mowll. Thus Dover's 
influence has come back to Dover in the 
ministry and example of Ken Child who at 
the time of writing is approaching his 
eighty seventh year showing no sign of 
diminishing his commitment to his 
vocation and his great pastoral ministry 
among the people of Dover and others. The 
wheel, it could be said, has come full circle 
in that Sydney claimed a son of Dover and 
Dover benefits from a son of Sydney whose 
hallmarks in times of challenge include the 
vitally important visit and the personal 
touch - such is the importance of “The 
Vicar of Oz" in these days of detachment 
and disinterest in certain elements of the 
institution of the church. Long may his 
vocation last!

Howard Mowll's ministry covered forty 
five years and was almost certainly Archbishop Mowll


