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Peter Dudley Marsh PHF - R I P
Peter Sherred

As you are no doubt aware Peter Marsh 
a Vice President of the Society died on 

21st February. His Funeral Mass was held 
on 12th March 2014 at a packed St Mary's 
church Lydden at which the celebrant was 
Fr Paul Christian who gave a homily. The 
Very Reverend Dr John  Simpson OBE, 
form er D ean of Canterbury Cathedral and 
I gave tributes. Dean Simpson focussed on 
Peter's work for the Cathedral and its 
renovation in particular the replacem ent 
of stonework w ith stone from France. He 
com m ented on the high regard w ith which 
Peter was held by all who knew  him. I was 
asked to focus on other aspects of his life.

So, Peter has departed from us and, as a 
consequence, our lives will be em pty in 
the areas he had brightened for us. It has 
been  said the value of a m an should be 
seen in  w hat he gives and not in  w hat he 
is able to receive. He gave m uch to his 
profession, to Canterbury Cathedral, to the 
Diocese generally, to the town and port, to 
the societies he was associated w ith such 
as The Dover Society, w here he was a Vice 
President, the Royal Institute of British 
A rchitects - he was C hairm an of the 
Canterbury b ranch and the Rotary Club of 
Dover.

Peter's life is, I suggest, all that exemplified 
service and one that set high m oral and 
ethical standards to w hich we should all 
aspire. In  sum m ary Peter was living proof 
of ju st how fine a person can be. He was a 
conscientious architect, a loving husband 
to both  his wives, June and Valerie, who 
sadly bo th  predeceased him  and a devoted 
parent. Characteristics of the life he lived 
m ight be considered I suggest as follows: 
he was sincere, faithful, loyal, hum orous
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and the truest of true gentlem en. Indeed a 
regular dapper chap.

He exuded charm  and was a consum m ate 
professional who seem ed to bring the best 
out of people he encountered. With his 
sense of hum our he enjoyed good ban ter 
and  com bined th is  w ith  a gentle 
dem eanour. Typical of this was how he 
wore his status as a Freem an of the City of 
London. After nearly  40 years of Rotary 
service he was, belatedly in m y view, 
recognised w ith the award of a Paul H arris 
Fellowship, the highest honour a club can 
award to one of its members.

For his children Richard, Anne, Jonathan  
and H enry and their families you were 
blessed to have had Peter as a father and 
role model. Such are the hallm arks of a 
good m an. We will all miss him.


