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Jerem y Cope

You m ay notice tha t this article is 
ren am ed  from  R egeneration, a 

m ore accurate reflection of the conten t 
and the Society's aim  to m ake the best 
of Dover's existing attributes - and we 
do have a very  great m any. I was lucky 
to visit C harlton House and see the 
h igh  standard  of res to ra tio n  being  
carried out there  - it was an outstanding 
example of w hat can be done and of the 
enorm ous potential of this town.

In m y last report I wrote of Pat Sherratt 
leading the fight to get im plem entation  
of Section 215 of the 1990 Planning Act 
w hich  enab les local au th o ritie s  to 
oblige p roperty  ow ners to m ain tain  the 
outside of the ir prem ises. I should pay 
trib u te  to D over Town C ouncil for 
putting  up the m oney  so tha t a start is 
now  being made. W ithout tha t funding 
there  would be little prospect of action.

Litter and antisocial behaviour rem ain  
a real problem  and we continue to 
press for a zero tolerance approach by 
the D istrict Council w ith im m ediate 
fines for any breaches. But we m ust 
also pay  trib u te  to those  w ho 
v o lun ta rily  collect rubb ish  off the  
streets. The Council do respond  to 
com plain ts repo rted  to th em  and I 
w ould urge m em bers to phone w ith any 
problem s.

Our aim  to establish a safe walkway 
betw een  the Castle, Bleriot's M em orial 
and Langdon Cliffs has progressed to 
the extent tha t w ith the support of Kent

C ounty Council C ountryside Access 
Team, N ational Trust and  local 
ram blers' groups we hope to pu t in  a 
bid for funding to Natural England. This 
is, of course, subject to sorting out the 
snags in  th e  b idd ing  process - 
gov ern m en ts  seem  d e te rm in ed  to 
m ake things difficult for groups such as 
ours to have access to funding and 
that's ju s t the helpful sources.

Continuing w ith the subject of funding, 
ano ther aim  was to see w hat we could 
do about the repair of Connaught Park 
Pond, p resen tly  in  a very sad state. I 
had  a conversa tion  w ith  H eritage 
Lottery Fund representatives to see if 
funds w ere available, bu t the conditions 
dem anded and the heavy w orkload tha t 
would be involved for a lim ited  num ber 
of v o lu n tee rs  (a lready  very  b u sy  
people) m ade our sub-com m ittee very 
hesitant. Fortunately it sounds as if the 
District Council has found the m oney 
to sort out the pond, hence a large sigh 
of relief.

Alan Lee continues to battle  w ith Kent 
Highways on street trees - so im portan t 
for any urban  environm ent. We are told 
tha t the total absence of funds prevents 
replanting, b u t as one m em ber noted  
“they  have the m oney  to cut them  
down". If an area w ants trees rep lan ted  
Kent Highways will do so provided they  
are paid (and they  are not cheap), bu t 
the areas tha t need  trees m ost to soften 
the tow nscape are often those least able 
to raise the m oney. Plus ca change!


