
12

The work of the PLANNING Sub-Committee

Report by 
PATRICK SHERRATT

Well, n ev e r a dull m o m e n t as so 
m an y  p lan n in g  issues descen d  

u p o n  D over Ju s t u n v e iled  is th e  new  
St Ja m e s 's  (DTIZ) sc h e m e  th a t  
encom passes sm alle r re ta il u n its  th a n  
th e  orig inal ASDA project. We have 
m ade co m m en ts  w ith  regard  to th is 
schem e, in  p a rticu la r th e  quality  of 
th e  b u ild  to b e  delivered  as w ell as 
landscaping . I th in k  all w ill be  p leased  
to see th e  DTIZ schem e m ove forw ard 
w ith  th e  rem oval of th e  n u m b e r one 
eyesore in  Dover.

Good new s, at last, th e  B uckland Mill 
d ev e lo p m en t is starting . T his is a 
m u ch  overdue schem e th a t has  sadly  
se e n  th e  d e te r io ra tio n  o f a 
m a g n if ic e n t b u ild in g  w h ils t it 
rem a in ed  em pty .

O n th e  h o riz o n  is th e  h ig h ly  
c o n tro v e rs ia l W este rn  H e ig h ts  
Schem e an d  w e all aw ait m ore  detail, 
as w hilst w e m u st p ro tec t our h eritage  
w e m u s t n o t close  th e  doo r to 
reg en era tio n  o p p o rtu n itie s  in  an  ever 
changing  w orld  and  m u s t en su re  th a t 
if  an y  d ev e lo p m en t is p e rm itte d  th a t 
it en h an ces  ou r rich  heritage.

O ur C hair an d  Vice C hair have w ith  
th e  a ss is tan ce  o f som e P la n n in g  
C om m ittee  m em b ers  eva lua ted  the  
"D raft N ational P lann ing  Fram ew ork" 
an d  th e  “Local G ov ern m en t R esource

Review  - Proposals for B usiness Rates 
Retention".

Full details o f ou r re sponse  can be 
found  on  our D over Society w ebsite. 
O ur genera l feeling  w ith  th e  rev ised  
p la n n in g  c o n su lta tio n  w as th a t  it 
c o n c e n tra te s  v e ry  m u c h  on  "new  
build" an d  fails to resolve a m ajo r 
p ro b lem  in  D over w ith  reg a rd  to 
b ring ing  em p ty  build ings in to  use. 
T he n ew  p lan n in g  proposals on ly  give 
f in a n c ia l in c e n tiv e s  to local 
au th o rities  for "new  build". We w ould  
like to see sec tion  215 (see below ) as a 
m a n d a to ry  e n fo rc e m e n t b y  local 
au thorities.

T h e  b u s in e s s  ra te s  re te n tio n  
p ro p o sa ls  a re  w h a t m a n y  local 
au th o rities  have  sought for som e tim e  
in  th a t such  ra te s  shou ld  com e d irect 
in to  th e  loca l a u th o r ity  a n d  n o t 
cen tra l g o v e rn m en t coffers. T his is 
se e n  as a n  in c e n tiv e  to ex p an d  
b u s in e sse s . C o m m u n itie s  h o w ev e r 
w ith  a low  level b u sin ess  base  could  
b e  d isadvan taged  and  w e have d raw n 
a tten tio n  to th is  po ten tia l problem .

T his b rings m e on  to m y  favourite  
p lan n in g  subject "Section 215 of th e  
Tow n an d  C o u n try  P la n n in g  Act 
1990". T his is a tool local au tho rities  
are able to use  an d  in  th e  in tro d u c tio n  
to th e  act it sta tes "If it appears th a t
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th e  am en ity  of p a rt o f th e ir  a rea  is 
b e in g  a d v e rse ly  a ffec ted  b y  th e  
cond ition  o f neighbouring  lan d  and  
bu ild ings th e y  m ay  serve no tice  on 
th e  o w ner req u irin g  th a t th e  s itua tion  
be  rem edied".

O ur local au th o rity  (D over D istrict 
C ouncil) has  reg re ttab ly  n o t u sed  th is  
m e th o d  o f en fo rcem en t to im prove 
th e  tow n o f Dover. H aving ra ised  th is  
on  m an y  occasions over th e  la s t four 
years  w ith  DDC it is s ta ted  to be  too 
costly  - in  p a rticu la r legal costs. I have 
recen tly  v isited  one local au th o rity  
(H astin g s) w h ic h  sin ce  2000 h as  
served  500 such  notices; th e y  sta rted  
w ith  c o n se rv a tio n  a r e a s / l is te d  
bu ild ings an d  tow n cen tre  an d  in  10 
years now  cover a w ider area. T he 
v isual im p ro v em en t to th e ir  tow n  is 
in c red ib le  an d  is re fle c ted  in  th e  
overall s tre e t scene. O ver 90% of 
no tices served  are ac tioned  w ith o u t 
an y  legal redress. O f th e  rem ain in g  
10% H astings has n o t lost one case 
w h en  co u rt ac tion  has  b e e n  req u ired

an d  all lega l costs h av e  
recovered  th ro u g h  th e  court.

b e e n

G ov ern m en t gu idelines m en tio n  the  
u se  o f S ec tio n  215 to a ss is t in  
reg en era tio n  an d  as a tow n councillo r 
o f D over Town C ouncil (DTC) I am  
seeking  DTC to p ress DDC to s ta rt 
using  Section 215 in  o rder to en h an ce  
th e  quality  o f ou r tow n. R egeneration  
is n o t ju s t  th e  sh in y  n ew  b u ild  b u t 
en su rin g  th a t existing bu ild ings are 
also of a h igh  standard .

H astin g s  also e n su re s  th a t  w h e n  
no tices are served  th e  ow ners are 
"nam ed  an d  shamed". Like D over th ey  
have p ro p e rty  ow ners w ho have a 
portfolio  o f p ro p ertie s  th a t are o ften  
all in  a sim ilar cond ition  and  stric t 
ac tion  over one p ro p erty  spurs the  
p ro p e r ty  o w n er to im p ro v e  o th e r  
eyesore ones.

We have g iven m em b ers  assistance on  
p la n n in g  m a tte rs  an d  ag a in  o u r 
assistance is giving un b iased  view s 
an d  p o in ts  ind iv iduals in  th e  righ t 

d irec tion  as o u tlined  in  
th e  A ugust m agazine. 
Since th e  last m agazine 
co m m en ts  have  b e e n  
m ade in  re sp ec t o f n in e  
p lan n in g  applications.
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