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A| The London Road (A 
ĉ 1 Community Forum

and the ‘Big Society’
Andy Cooper, Secretary, London Road Com m unity Forum

The London Road C om m unity  
Forum - LRCF, as we are called by 

ju s t about everyone, has b een  
chipping away at undoing the blight 
that affects m ost u rban  areas, for 
several years now. We are a small bu t 
com m itted group from all areas of 
society and across the  political 
spectrum . We have adopted a 
pragmatic attitude towards the things 
about urban decay that get us all angry
- em pty  shops, fly-tipped rubbish, 
shabby neighbourhoods, and so on.

That pragm atism  is basically saying “If 
no-one else cares about the 
environm ent they live in, we do: if the 
Council can't afford to spend m oney 
on it, we will." It's the final straw that 
will b reak  the cam el's back not 
actually being put on that w retched 
anim al's s trained  spine, it's about 
drawing a line in the sand that is 
saying no m ore will blight be ignored, 
and it's about the com m unity taking 
on board a lost sense of pride. A 
cen tu ry  or m ore ago, w ealthy  
V ictorian ph ilan th rop ists invested  
their fortunes in building impressive 
town and city halls in  the nam e of 
civic pride; today, with rather less 
m oney around to afford the grandiose 
ideology of our forebears, our

politicians have resu rrec ted  the 
concept of civic pride and rebranded it 
the 'Big Society'.

It is easy, w ith  the benefit of 
hindsight, to smugly look back a few 
years and say 'Been there, done that, 
got the t-shirt' w hen it comes to the 
concept of the Big Society, bu t London 
Road residen t (and form er LRCF 
Chairman) Terry N unn can do exactly 
that. The apolitical stance to
improving central Dover's collective 
lot stem s from  Terry's ideas of a 
decade ago and has continued under 
the careful wing of current Chairm an 
Jeanette Harper, landlady of Dover's 
iconic White Horse public house at the 
foot of Castle Hill. Cynical eyes will 
look at the shabby state of the London 
Road area and assume, wrongly, that 
nothing is being done about it. The 
tru th  is very distant. How often will 
you hear a local politician trotting out 
the usual bum f about lack of funding 
preven ting  am bitious plans from  
being realised, or th a t the public 
doesn't appreciate all the planning 
that goes on unseen  behind closed 
doors? Both statem ents are usually 
true, of course, b u t another cliche also 
rings true - if you do nothing, nothing 
gets done.
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Under Jeanette's diligent stewardship, 
LRCF has made great progress over the 
last two years. It is now looking at the 
im pending deluge of expensive 
council-supplied services tha t the 
Localism Bill (cu rren tly  in  th& 
Committee Stage of consultation prior 
to becoming law) will force downward 
through District and Parish Council 
levels to become the responsibility of 
those com m unity groups that can take 
on runn ing  them selves. It is an 
uncom fortable tru th  th a t m any 
services society currently takes for 
granted will no longer be affordable, 
and the equally unpalatable effect of 
that will be that areas that do not have 
a strong com m unity group will simply 
lose those services. LRCF is 
determ ined that the area it represents 
will not become just another forgotten 
backw ater of abandoned council 
services; it comes back to that phrase 
in a previous paragraph of drawing a 
line in the sand beyond w hich a 
downward spiral cannot be allowed to 
continue.

LRCF has taken on the m antle of 
guardian in keeping what the area 
already has and building on it. That 
stems from the increasingly politically 
correct concept of 'Buy Local, Shop 
Local' that is championed daily by 
those who would have you vote for 
them  or buy from them, to actively 
working to improve property and land 
w here private landlords and 
landowners cannot afford to. Much has 
b een  m ade in the local Dover 
new spapers this year of the work 
carried out by LRCF volunteers in the

Cherry Tree scrapyard before....
....and after the clear-up

triangle of land betw een the River 
Dour and Barton Path (entrance in 
Cherry Tree Avenue). In case you are 
unaware of what has been  achieved 
the 2.8 acre site that was formerly 
Coppin's car scrapyard has b een  
cleared. 20 years' worth of overgrown 
brambles, fly-tipped rubbish and the 
usual bottles and tin cans thrown there 
by people walking along Barton Path, 
all done w ithout a penny of tax payers' 
m oney being spent on it, and to 
universal acclaim. The site has been  
opened up to take away an eyesore 
and give residents som ething to take 
a pride in. At the tim e of w riting a 
th ird  p lanning  application for 
redevelopm ent of the land  is
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im m inent and the LRCF committee 
are aw aiting the outcom e of the 
decision regarding tha t p lanning 
application to see if the land can be 
acquired for a m ore p erm an en t 
solution to a problem that has blighted 
the area for two decades.

Our flagship ‘Empty Shop' project has 
seen a num ber of shops transform ed 
into presentable and tidier frontages 
that remove the sense of despair that 
boarded up properties - especially in 
the quantities that have sprung up 
along London Road - bring with them. 
One property that was inspected in 
2010 had been  turned into a haven for 
drug users and the team  that inspected 
it believed that it would never be 
opened again as a commercially viable 
property, bu t at the eleventh hour it 
was let and is now fully refitted and 
trading again. Some readers will be 
familiar with the scenes of Old Dover 
recreated in vinyl in the huge plate 
glass w indows of the form er 
Sainsbury's building in the High Street. 
This LRCF project com pleted at the 
back end of last sum m er was a

pragmatic solution to finding some use 
for a building that needs more than £1 
million in order to make it suitable for 
trading again. In most cases, LRCF has 
to deal with private landlords in order 
to give the properties a decent facelift. 
Councils spend public m oney and 
public m oney cannot be spent on 
private property. Unless the bull is 
seized by the horns, nothing will ever 
come, in m any cases, of em pty shop 
properties, as landlords cannot afford 
to spend m oney on buildings that will 
never give a re tu rn  on investm ent 
under current economic conditions. 
The LRCF recognises the impasse that 
this causes. It offers a pragm atic 
solution to keeping em pty shop 
properties tidy enough to encourage 
poten tial traders and residents to 
recognise th a t this particu lar 
neighbourhood wants them  to come 
and set up shop or hom e there.

LRCF runs fund raising schem es 
throughout the year; in the sum m er 
m onths this tends to be through our 
used book stall that we set up at most 
of the outdoor events in the district,



32

such as Dover Regatta. We are 
constantly  looking for fu rther 
volunteers to help with the bookstall 
as well as the rubbish clearances that 
we do from time to time, so why not 
join in. LRCF can be contacted through 
the 'Contact Us' tab on our website 
w w w .lon don road .in fo  or ju s t by 
walking into The White Horse in St 
Jam es's Street where, over a pint, the 
landlady will wax lyrical about a 
com m unity group that really is trying

to make a difference in Dover. We all 
know  the difficulties the global 
economy has left us facing, but at local 
level we simply cannot afford to sit 
back and bem oan our lot whilst doing 
nothing about it. With your help, LRCF 
will continue to make a difference for 
years to come. We enjoy support from 
Councillors, Dover District Council 
Officers, the White Cliffs Countryside 
Partnership and even Kent Police. Can 
we add you to our list of supporters?

* * * * *

One of a series of articles 
covering the lives of Dovorians of international renown.

Harriet Quimby
-  the first woman to fly the Channel

by Lorraine Sencicle B.A. (eco n ) h ons

A  few days before Louis Bleriot 
entered  the history books as the 

first person  to cross the English 
Channel in  a heavier-than-air flying 
machine, H ubert Latham  (1883-1914) 
had taken off from France. He flew 8

Harriet Quimby © Giacinta Bradley Koontz

m iles before his engine failed. On the 
m orning of Bleriot's epic flight, 25 
July 1909, as it was windy, Latham's 
advisors le t h im  sleep. Nonetheless, 
there is a statue to Latham near Cap 
Blanc Nez, outside Calais.

Less than  a year later, on 2 June 1910, 
C harles Rolls (1877-1910) m ade a 
re tu rn  flight across the  C hannel. 
Leaving Dover at 6.30pm he was over 
Sangatte, France, at 7.15pm and was 
back in Dover at 8.00pm. Over 3,000 
people w itnessed  the event, after 
w hich he was carried through Dover, 
shoulder high. A m onth  later Charles 
Rolls lost his life in  a flying accident 
at Bournem outh. A bust of h im  can be 
seen on the Seafront.

http://www.londonroad.info

