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The White Hart/Castle Inn
by Joan Liggett

The White Hart Inn, a Grade II listed 
building, was opened in 1790 with 

Maurice Baker as the Licensee. It is 
situated  in D olphin Lane one of 
Dover's oldest thoroughfares but with 
the opening of Russell Street in 1838, 
the Inn is usually described as being 
on the corner of Dolphin Lane and 
Russell Street. The White Hart (an 
archaic nam e for a m ature stag) was 
the personal em blem  of Richard II and 
is the fifth most popular nam e for a 
pub.

The 1861 census records the Licensee 
to be a Mr George Tyler who lived 
there with his wife, three sons, two 
House Servants - sisters aged 13 and 16 
and two boarders. The inn  traded 
under this nam e until August 1891 
w hen the interior was destroyed by 
fire (the Licensee's m other having 
accidently overturned an oil lamp) 
that caused the closure of the building. 
According to an account in The Dover 
Express, a Mr. E. Spain was passing at 
the time the fire started and he not 
only rescued the w om an b u t also 
called the police. Luckily the exterior 
of the building escaped serious 
damage and after restoration it was 
reopened in 1898 as the Castle Inn with 
Oliver Gibbons as Licensee.

At that time the inn  m ust have had a 
steady influx of customers as there 
were m any more labour intensive jobs 
about then, such as engineering,

shipping and agriculture. The 1901 
census records no boarders and only 
one servant - the Licensee being 
H enry  John  Benchley. One m ajor 
local em ployer was the Phoenix 
Brewery in Dolphin Lane off Castle 
Street, which spread over about five 
acres. Of course Dover was also a 
Garrison Town and hom e to m any 
hundreds of soldiers who no doubt 
would have been looking for a pint or 
two!

The 1911 census records the Licensee 
as A. J. Parker who shared the 
premises with his wife, two children, 
his sister (who acted as housekeeper), 
his niece and a Belgian visitor. Dover 
continued  to be hom e to m any 
industrial ventures betw een the wars; 
the Phoenix Brewery itself did not 
cease brewing until 1927 and bottling 
of beer continued until 1950 at the 
Phoenix site. That the Castle Inn  was a 
viable business is reflected by the inn 
being in constant use with no break in 
licensees until WW2 w hen it was 
closed by enem y action in 1942. It 
reopened in 1950 and rem ained a 
popular local' helped no doubt by 
patrons from  the old Southern 
Television studios opposite and those 
regulars from the old Salutation who 
switched to the Castle Inn  w hen their 
pub was demolished in 1963.

Local Dovorians rem em bered  Ron 
Lobeck holding weekly quiz nights
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there, several young ladies 
rem em bered 'H en nights' 
and the popular karaoke 
evenings at the Castle. I was 
also told that Cliff Richard 
and The Shadows used to 
frequen t the Inn  w hilst 
playing at the Grenada and 
there is certainly evidence 
to show that Cliff Richard 
was top of the bill at the 
first stage show on April 25,
1960 after the Grenada was 
renam ed  the ABC. In 
recent years the Inn has 
fallen on hard times with the closure 
of the ABC Cinema, Southern
Television Studios and the 
demolishing of m uch of the local area
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prior to its regeneration. It closed in 
February 2008 but recently reopened 
in November 2010 with Paul McMullan 
as the Licensee.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS Sum m er 2011
We number 447, thanks to all those who have paid their subscriptions and to those who 
have introduced new members. The Society’s work in connection with the Port of Dover 
privatisation has also advertised our existence to a wider number of people.
Finn Christian Stumoen, a much-respected friend of the late Budge Adams died in 
February. He was the last member of the 52nd (Norwegian) Minelaying Flotilla which 
operated out of the port from 1942-5. Tb commemorate their service and their lost comrades 
he gave the conifer in the memorial garden at the end of Pencester where the Union flag 
and the Norwegian National flag are flown side by side. He also donated annually the 
Christmas tree in the Market Square.
We have regrettably lost two founder-members Ken and Delysia Berry who contributed 
much to our Society in its early days. Ken took over from Norman Willis as Treasurer and 
his gentle sense of humour was an antidote to any excess of earnestness at committee 
meetings. Del contributed her musical gifts to events such as the Christmas Feasts.
Apologies are due to the families of Mr Ronald Robertson and Mr Graham Beer whose 
names were omitted from the March list of obituaries.
The good news is that we have a record number of new members who are all most 
welcome:- Mrs J Bishop, Mr & Mrs P Beresford, Mr C Tkylor & Ms S Taylor-Whale, Mr K 
Langsford, Mrs J Cox, Mr J Lambert, Mr J & Mrs D Wiggell, Mr T Porter, Mr P Cairns, Mrs
S Hillen, Mrs P S' Mr D Brivio, Mr P Eyden, The Hon. R Hamilton, Mr W & Mrs S Browning.


