
13

APTtLL M EK l'Il lO
The Minister o f Parliament 

for Dover & Deal
A talk by Charlie Elphicke MP reported by Terry Sutton

Following trad ition  
The Dover Society 

invited the M em ber of 
Parliam ent to speak at 
our an n u a l general 
m eeting  about life
d u rin g  h is  firs t y e a r 
in  the  H ouse of
Commons.

Charlie Elphicke, MP 
for Dover and Deal and 
a m em ber of the 
society, was our
speaker on M onday,
April 18th w hen he told us he has 
discovered working in the House of 
C om m ons was m uch  h a rd e r and
exhausting than  he had expected. He 
had expected it to be a lot easier than  
his previous job b u t found m uch of 
the work, often from  8.30 in  the 
m orning until 11 at night, som etim es 
em otionally very draining.

Mr Elphicke, in a w itty and chatty 
talk, spoke of his elation at being 
elected the MP for Dover, a town 
know n throughout the world.

He added that he was working hard  to 
get a new  hospital for Dover, to 
prevent the port being sold off and to 
obtain m ore jobs for the district and

m ore m oney injected 
into the environm ent.

He believed  progress 
was being m ade on the 
hospital front and his 
aim  was to have a new  
hospital for Dover in 
th ree  years tim e. 
A nother aim  was to 
attract m ore tourists to 
the district and to get 
th em  to spend m ore 
tim e and  m oney  in  
Dover. “Everyone has 

heard  of Dover," he added.

Revealing an aspect of his earlier life 
Mr Elphicke said he came from a 
family w here his parents split up w ith 
the result he hardly ever saw his 
father. “I th ink  I had a right to know 
m y father m ore than  I did,” said the 
MP who has brought in a 10 M inute 
Bill designed to help children from 
broken hom es to keep in touch w ith 
both  parents.

Answering a series of questions, he 
pu t forw ard the  view  th a t the 
coalition governm ent would not allow 
a referendum  on the EU, although 
personally he thought there should be 
one.

Charlie Elphicke


