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First of all I am  deeply sorry tha t I 
have to prepare this report as Jack 

continues to have a hea lth  problem  
and I am  sure all m em bers wish him  
a speedy recovery and re tu rn  to the 
Dover Society fold.

Since the  last ed ition  of the  
New sletter the Planning Com m ittee 
has b ee n  active. We have m ade 
detailed com m ents in respect to five 
planning applications, the Planning 
dept at Dover District Council have 
taken into account our com m ents 
w ith two refusals (back-garden infill) 
and  one app lica tion  im posing 
restrictions.

The W hitfield U rban Extension (1 
and la )  has taken  m uch tim e in 
assessing the supporting docum ent­
ation (possibly over 10,000 pages) b u t 
we have m ade com m ents w ith regard 
to th is som ew hat controversial 
developm ent and the m ain  ones are 
sum m arised below.

The developm ent will go ahead as 
con tained  in  the  C ouncils Local 
D evelopm ent Fram ew ork docum ent. 
However, it m ust be recognised this 
developm ent will raise issues outside 
the developm ent area, in  particular 
the issue of retail in  Dover if, as 
proposed, a “District Retail Centre" is 
part of the developm ent. This m ay

create m ore em pty  houses in  Dover; 
there is a need  to ensure an  em pty  
hom es strategy runs parallel w ith the 
Whitfield developm ent and exercise 
Section 215, w hich would bring back 
into use m any  derelict buildings that 
are curren tly  eyesores, shows tha t it 
is actually  cheaper to renovate a 
building th an  to build  a new  one.

T he su p p o rtin g  p ic to ria l d esign  
code d o cu m en ta tio n  show s m any  
examples from  Poundbury in Dorset, 
w hich was the inspiration of HRH 
Prince Charles, being developed on 
D uchy of Cornwall land.

If the aspiration by DDC is for a 
sim ilar “village" concept it is doubtful 
that the proposed density  p lanned  at 
W hitfield would deliver this type of 
quality developm ent.

T here will need  to be job creation in  
Dover to justify  the creation of so 
m an y  new  hom es o therw ise the 
hom es becom e a dorm itory for o ther 
towns or even worse a second hom e 
w hich has seen local com m unities, 
particu la rly  in  the  West Country, 
suffer from  the lack of local spend. 
Supporting infrastructure (T ransport/ 
Schools etc) m ust be in place before 
h ouses are occupied  and  correc t 
p hasing  of the  d eve lopm en t is 
crucial. W ith very slow delivery of
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Dover regeneration  we are concerned 
tha t there will be greater “p lann ing” 
tim e to the W hitfield developm ent at 
the detrim ent to tim e being spent on 
delivering  th e  D over schem es, 
resu ltin g  in  fu r th e r delay  to the 
reg en era tio n  th a t Dover so badly  
needs.

Since starting  th is rep o rt the 
disturbing an nouncem en t of 2,400

jobs being  lost at Pfizers m ust 
question the need  for such a build 
unless, we hope, that these jobs are 
saved.

The highly com plex Localism Bill is 
con tinually  be ing  eva lua ted  in  
re sp ec t to rev ised  p lan n in g  
procedures and is reported  on page 
fourteen by  Alan Lee.

The Dover Society Websites
[old] www.doversociety.org & 

[new] www.doversociety.org.uk
In 2010 there were over 20,000 visits to our website, in 2002 it was only 110. 
The con ten t has now grow n to a level th a t requires a new  m ore 
sophisticated ability to handle the data. It will take a year to achieve the 
switch over, m eanw hile both  sites will be accessible. The new  website has a 
powerful search facility and the content will be m ore visible to the search 
engines.

The Dover Festival 
www. doverfestival. info
This event, held every four years, leads to an increase in 
m edia attention that gives other local events a boost. Bigger 
and be tte r events are p lanned  for 2012 w ith the com m ittee 
working hard to m arket Dover and enrich the lives of the com m unity. The 
Q ueen's Jubilee and the London Olympics are the m ajor events bu t Charles 
Dickens and his m any connections w ith Dover could provide a them e.

Popular Items on the Website
The Daughters o f Dover b y  Lorraine Sencicle
Includes details of some of the 88 Dover's around the World.
Dover History Scrapbook by  Kathleen Hollingsbee
Full of interesting local item s from  old new spapers and other records.

A ny comments/feedback on our websites 
e-mail doversociety@hotmail.com

http://www.doversociety.org
http://www.doversociety.org.uk
mailto:doversociety@hotmail.com

