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Dover in the Second World War
By Terry Sutton MBE and Derek Leach OBE

Reviewed by Alan Lee

A t last a book that tells the full 
detail o f what the townspeople 

had to endure in the Second World 
War. It covers the period from 1938 to 
1945 when VJ Day was celebrated in 
the Market Square. The bonfire was so 
fierce that it burnt a hole in the 
tarmac. Another on the seafront 
caused considerable damage when 
anything combustible was burnt 
including the wooden seats.

The authors have managed to 
uncover details o f plans never 
previously published. They reveal 
that houses along the seafront were to 
be demolished; to give the defenders 
guns a clear field o f fire against any 
invaders. In addition, the plans for 
thousands o f people to be evacuated 
onboard special trains 800 at a time. 
Those remaining moving into caves 
and shelters so that the defenders in 
Dover Castle and at the Western 
Heights could fire unhindered on any 
invaders that made it to the town.

Memories o f Dovorians who survived 
the bombing and the shelling have 
been faithfully captured in this book. 
This has added a personal and human 
touch that gives the reader an insight 
into what it was like to have been 
under constant attack.

This book is well illustrated with a 
great many old photographs that have

never been previously published.

In hardback, these two authors have 
again produced an extremely well 
researched and written book. This 
would make an excellent Christmas 
present.

Obtainable from:
Local bookshops - recommended 
retail price £18.99.
From the authors:
Tferry Sutton 01304 820122 
Derek Leach 01304 823926 
Dover Society members can obtain 
the book, from the authors only, at a 
discounted price o f £15.00.
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