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One of the early Dover Society 
projects in 1993 was the restoration 

of Lydden pond. This was historically a 
watering hole for carriage horses and 
later steam engines on the route between 
Dover and Canterbury, with a steady 
slope from one end to allow access. Long
time residents claim that problems with 
drying out of the pond started with either 
the duelling of the Lydden Hill 
carriageway in the late 60's or the 
construction of the A2 bypass soon after. 
The pond is consequently now the 
responsibility of Kent Highways 
Department and regarded as a soakaway.
The Society's project aimed to get around 
this classification by building a bund 
about half way across the pond, and then 
lining the end nearest Lydden Hill with 
clay from a building site, plus siting of a 
bench on the lawn nearby and the 
planting a willow tree with the help of

children from the local primary school. 
This worked well for several years but 
recently for unknown reasons the pond 
has started leaking very rapidly after 
filling.
A group of local people, known formally 
as Lydden Environment Group, has now 
taken on restoration of the pond as a 
community project. This started last 
summer with clearing of weeds, painting 
of the railings and bench, and siting of 
flower boxes in conjunction with an 
Open Gardens day organised by Lydden 
parish church. We have held several fund 
raising events - an all day music event 
with local talent, bat and bird box 
building, carol singing, quiz nights at The 
Lydden Bell, and a Christmas craft fair. 
We hope to have raised enough funds to 
complete the restoration by the summer. 
By then the pond should have dried out 
completely. The plan is to install a butyl



liner and underlay in the previously clay- 
lined part of the pond and plant reeds 
and other indigenous water plants to 
encourage wildlife.

One positive side effect of this project 
has been a greatly increased sense of 
community in a village that has no 
central focus like a shop and has a 
strange triangular layout.

We are hoping to put on several events 
over the summer months, which will be 
great fun in themselves as well as 
fundraisers for the pond project and 
other ideas we have in the pipeline.

LATEST EVENT NEWS
24th APRIL 7.30pm VILLAGE HALL 
Lydden's Got T&lent, talent show and 
photo competition

12th MAY (TBC) 7.30pm LYDDEN BELL 
Quiz Night at the Lydden Bell
(tel 01304 830296 to confirm)

5th JUNE AROUND THE VILLAGE 
Garage Safari - this will be like a boot 
fair but held in a few members garages or 
gardens, no charge to buyers.

7th AUGUST 3pm-llpm 
VILLAGE HALL 
Music Event

Any Dover Society members who would 
like more information can email 
raynewsam@btinternet.com or tel: 01304 
820713. The quiz nights are £5 including 
a supper, other prices are yet to be 
decided but on previous history will be 
free entrance, we like to make money 
from raffles, sales, teas etc.

PAINT & DECOR
D over 8 4 - 8 6  Lo n d o n  Ro a d  
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DECOR DISCOUNT
W almer 2 8  T he Strand 

0 1 3 0 4  3 7 4 1 0 4

HELP AND ADVICE WITH ALL YOUR 
DECORATING PROBLEMS

FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS

1,0 00 ’S OF TINTED COLOURS IN 
Leyland and Dulux

M o n  - Fri 8  - 5  Sat 9  - 4  
D eal Branch also  open 

Sun 1 0  - 1 2

% The Pines Garden & 
|  St Margaret’s Museum

Beach Road, St Margaret’s Bay
Tel: 01304 851737

MUSEUM
AND
TEAROOMS:
Re-opens
April

GARDEN:
Open Daily & Weekends 
throughout the year. 
10.00am to 5.00pm. 
Closed on Christmas Day

Dover Society 
Newsletter Binders
are now available at £4.50 each

Contact the editor at
8 Cherry Tree Avenue 

Dover, CT16 2NL 
Tel: 01304 213668 

Email: Alan.leel947@ntlworld.com
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