
research looking at the guests who 
over the years stayed at the Royal 
Pavilion, which gained its “Royal" 
prefix following a visit in 1855 by 
Queen Victoria w hen she was 
inspecting troops at Shorncliffe.
Folkestone newspapers each week 
listed guests staying at the Pavilion 
and other Folkestone hotels, and 
these showed that members of the 
European financial Rothschild family 
were regular guests. Charlotte 
Rothschild wrote many letters from 
the Pavilion about fellow guests 
including how much luggage they 
had.
Other notable guests, many of whom

had just crossed the Channel from 
Boulogne to Folkestone, included 
Charles Dickens, William Makepeace 
Thackeray, the Punch cartoonist John 
Leach, Prince Albert, the Duke of 
Wellington, the King of Sardinia 
(1855) as well as a num ber of princes 
and counts. Dickens in one of his 
books wrote about the Royal Pavilion 
but disguised it as Pavilionstone.

Miss Parkinson said it was a great pity 
that the Royal Pavilion was 
demolished and, she understood, that 
at one stage the holiday camp pioneer 
Billy Butlin wanted to buy it. “It's a 
pity he didn't," com m ented Miss 
Parkinson.

2nd Tfolk
Mayor’s Eye View

A talk by Right Worshipful the Town Mayor of Dover 
Councillor Mrs Susan Jones reported by Alan Lee

In her talk to the Dover 
Society, her 198th 

engagement, the Mayor 
Councillor Susan Jones 
detailed the history, 
responsibilities and 
present day duties of the 
Town Mayor.

instituted in the 13th 
century, 1495, and 1572. 
The Mayor's seal has 
always been different 
from that of the town.

The Mayoral seal used 
today is the forth 
different design and 
shows St. Martin sharing 
his cloak with a beggar at 
the gates of Amiens. Previous seals, 
all with a similar theme, were

The first recorded use of 
the title Mayor in Dover 
can be traced to a charter 
dated 1257. The mayor 
was acknowledged as the 
first citizen, had a council 
to assist him and was the 
custodian of the peace 

and a magistrate. Over the years the 
Mayor has held some interesting and



unusual powers. In TUdor times he 
could regulate the size of loaves, seize 
any that were the wrong size and 
pillory the baker. By the 17th century 
the Mayor was also the chairman of 
the council, chief magistrate, coroner, 
clerk of the market, keeper of the gaol, 
creator of freemen and admiral of the 
port. He could compel people into 
service and deal with dyers suspected 
of using logwood in dying and it was 
not until 1836 that his power to pass 
the death sentence was removed.

The council became an elected body 
with the municipal corporations Act 
of 1835. This gave every registered 
occupier of rated premises a vote.

At this time the office of Mayor was 
only open to m en of means as all 
expenses of office were paid for by 
him including the Tbwn Clerk's salary 
and any souvenirs he presented.

By the Victorian era he was relieved 
of m any of his singular 
responsibilities and took on the more 
traditional roles of a chairman.

During the first half of the 20th 
century the role of Mayor slowly 
changed so that wealth and power 
were no longer the prim e 
requirement. By 1960 Dover had its 
first lady mayor, and since then  
another ten, all still are officially 
addressed as Mister Mayor.

In 1974 with the creation of the 
District Council Dover as a Cinque 
Port and town lost its uniqueness. It 
was to be twenty-two years before 
Dover had a town council again.

The other office the mayor holds at 
present is Speaker of the 
Confederation of Cinque Ports. This 
non-elected post passes each year 
around the Head Ports only, from 
west to east. The title of this post 
dates from the 12th century and is 
older than its only other counterpart 
Speaker of the House of Commons.

Tbday the role of mayor acts as a focal 
point and a link for the town, its 
citizens and various local bodies. The 
authority of the Mayor and the town 
are recognised by the mace, chains, 
robes and other regalia of office. This 
also forms a connection between the 
past and the present.

Mrs Jones gave the audience her 
reasons why she was proud to have 
been chosen as Mayor, and then went 
on to describe some of the many 
engagements she had carried out. 
Some were very formal such as on 
Remembrance Sunday, the dedication 
of a further 22 names on the war 
memorial and her installation as 
Speaker of the Cinque Ports. More 
unusual for her was riding the 
dodgems with the Mayor of Margate, at 
their carnival, and racing the Mayoress 
on space hoppers at the launch of the 
Girl Guides Centenary Celebrations.

Summing up her role Mrs Jones said 
that there was no room for armchair 
critics. Nevertheless there are many 
groups and individuals who are 
ready and willing to help in the 
regeneration of Dover with the Mayor 
acting as the catalyst in bringing them  
all together.


