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The Royal Pavilion at Folkestone

A talk by Ruth Parkinson reported by Terry Sutton
disappointed to hear about her 
research on the Royal Pavilion.
She told us the Royal Pavilion Hotel 
was a 400-bedroom establishm ent 
built near the harbour, on reclaimed 
land. She related how, when she first 
moved to Folkestone, she discovered a 
door at the back of the Burstin which 
made her investigate further. She was 
given the run of the hotel and made 
m any finds in the cellars and 
elsewhere. Much of the Royal Pavilion 
was demolished to make way for the 
Burstin although, she said, sections of 
the old hotel were still "crudely 
attached."
Her investigations around the cellars 
and other parts of the Burstin 
persuaded her to undertake some

Secrets buried under the Grand 
Burstin hotel at Folkestone were 

revealed in words and screened 
photographs by artist Ruth Parkinson 
at our public meeting at St Mary's 
Parish Centre in November.

Miss Parkinson was listed to speak on 
the Lord Warden Hotel at Dover and 
the Royal Pavilion at Folkestone but 
our chairman Derek Leach explained 
that a problem had arisen about the 
talk on the Lord Warden Hotel, which 
m any of us felt was a pity. It is 
understood this problem arose 
because the owners of the old Lord 
Warden Hotel demanded a fee to 
allow Miss Parkinson to tour the 
building, now known as Southern 
House. However, we were not



research looking at the guests who 
over the years stayed at the Royal 
Pavilion, which gained its “Royal" 
prefix following a visit in 1855 by 
Queen Victoria w hen she was 
inspecting troops at Shorncliffe.
Folkestone newspapers each week 
listed guests staying at the Pavilion 
and other Folkestone hotels, and 
these showed that members of the 
European financial Rothschild family 
were regular guests. Charlotte 
Rothschild wrote many letters from 
the Pavilion about fellow guests 
including how much luggage they 
had.
Other notable guests, many of whom

had just crossed the Channel from 
Boulogne to Folkestone, included 
Charles Dickens, William Makepeace 
Thackeray, the Punch cartoonist John 
Leach, Prince Albert, the Duke of 
Wellington, the King of Sardinia 
(1855) as well as a num ber of princes 
and counts. Dickens in one of his 
books wrote about the Royal Pavilion 
but disguised it as Pavilionstone.

Miss Parkinson said it was a great pity 
that the Royal Pavilion was 
demolished and, she understood, that 
at one stage the holiday camp pioneer 
Billy Butlin wanted to buy it. “It's a 
pity he didn't," com m ented Miss 
Parkinson.

2nd Tfolk
Mayor’s Eye View

A talk by Right Worshipful the Town Mayor of Dover 
Councillor Mrs Susan Jones reported by Alan Lee

In her talk to the Dover 
Society, her 198th 

engagement, the Mayor 
Councillor Susan Jones 
detailed the history, 
responsibilities and 
present day duties of the 
Town Mayor.

instituted in the 13th 
century, 1495, and 1572. 
The Mayor's seal has 
always been different 
from that of the town.

The Mayoral seal used 
today is the forth 
different design and 
shows St. Martin sharing 
his cloak with a beggar at 
the gates of Amiens. Previous seals, 
all with a similar theme, were

The first recorded use of 
the title Mayor in Dover 
can be traced to a charter 
dated 1257. The mayor 
was acknowledged as the 
first citizen, had a council 
to assist him and was the 
custodian of the peace 

and a magistrate. Over the years the 
Mayor has held some interesting and


