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I am always amazed at the energy of our 
chairman, Derek Leach. From his 
computer there rolls off what appears to 
be a never-ending series of books, and he 
still has time for his voluntary work as 
chairman of River Parish Council and 
keeping us in order as chairman of The 
Dover Society.

His latest book, Streets of Dover (£12.99), 
is a real joy for anyone who loves Dover. 
The 160-page publication, packed with 
150 illustrations of which some are in 
colour, tells the history of our town from 
the Roman era right up to modern times 
with the long-awaited redevelopment of 
the St James' investment zone.

However, that is only the prelude to what, 
to me, is the most interesting feature of 
the book. Derek, after much research,

explains to readers in alphabetical order 
how hundreds of roads, streets and 
avenues in the town obtained their 
names. For me, who as a reporter had to 
know the geographical position of named 
Dover streets, the whereabouts and 
explanation of many new thoroughfares is 
extremely useful.

Scores of the named highways are no 
more, lost with the expansion of the town 
and especially the dock area. Tb read this 
book is like taking a tour through much of 
long-forgotten Dover.

For instance, I guess you didn't know 
where Barwick's Alley was. It was a 
'notorious rookery' off the High Street 
where the former Salvation Army citadel 
now stands. It was condemned as unfit for 
hum an habitation in 1875 and demolished 
a few years later. That is just one of the 
many locations that have disappeared.

It is possible, if readers know their history, 
to work out when streets were brought 
into use by their names. Several of those 
in the Tbwer Hamlets area were named 
after Conservative politicians who were in 
power, or had just retired, during the 
construction of the houses.

Derek tells me that only 600 copies of this 
latest publication were printed so, if you 
haven't already obtained one, you had 
better hurry along to the bookshop, or buy 
a copy direct from Derek. The contents 
will give you hours of enjoyable reading.

* Streets of Dover, and a free copy of 
Derek's book Caring for Dover's Poor, are 
available at W H Smith, British Bookshops, 
Dover Museum and Tyler's of Deal.
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