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GROOMBRIDGE PLACE GARDENS 
AND THE ENCHANTED FOREST

Reported by Pat Hooper

A  splendid day was had by all at this 
combination of traditional English 

gardens with the unique creativity of the 
Enchanted Forest.

Of course, the magnificent Groombridge 
Place House is not open to the public, 
being under different ownership.

The gardens are based on traditional 
formal gardens so popular in the sixteenth 
century, the style being set by the Italians 
and French with grand designs such as 
Versailles. These were copied on a smaller 
scale by the English landed classes.

Over the years major landscaping was 
carried out by owners such as William 
Camfield who purchased Groombridge 
Place in 1754 and later the Saint family in 
the n ineteen th  and early tw entieth 
century.

With these influences 
the garden took shape as 
“outside rooms" to the 
house, each of the 
various gardens being 
self contained w ithin 
walls or hedging.

The "Drunken Garden" 
consists of jun iper 
shrubs grown into 
strange shapes with an 
appearance of staggering 
drunkenly around the 
pool. In contrast the 
"Oriental Garden" has 
plenty of m ovem ent

with finely shaped leaves of ornamental 
trees and a border garden. The gardens 
have m any peacocks and a favourite 
rendezvous area is the Oriental garden.

Other self contained areas are the 
herbaceous border and "Bowling Alley", 
the "White Rose" garden being a relatively 
new landscaping project being planted in 
1994 amongst several old and mature 
apple trees.

The "Secret Garden" is a lovely retreat and 
the yew hedge was planted as recently as 
1994 although the actual garden is 
documented as the place where, in 1686, 
Philip Packer died whilst sitting reading a 
book.

Away from the formal gardens the 
vineyard that was planted in 1993 (Seyval



Blanc and Schoenberger grapes) 
is thriving well, indeed the first 
vintage was harvested in 1996.

Leaving the vineyard you enter 
the "Enchanted Forest" created 
after much of the forest was 
destroyed in the Great Storm of 
1987. This is a magical haven for 
all young at heart (whether 5 or
105 years old) with such 
creations as "The Mystic Pool" 
creating Celtic images or the 
"Serpents Lair" with its intricate 
ropes creating the serpent 
images.

There is also the wonderful "Wicked" 
dragon and "Dinosaur Valley" with its 
enormous nest and dinosaur eggs. More 
traditional are the Romany caravans and 
an Indian Tepee and totem pole (carved in 
1997 from cedar wood) conjure up the 
thoughts of intrepid travel to those far 
away places.

For the energetic the Swing Walk and 
Dark Walk is a must: This won a 
prestigious design award in 2000.

Underneath the swing walk roam the deer 
and if lucky you may even see the 
unusual Zeedonk (zebra-donkey cross). 
IWice a day the Raptor Centre puts on a 
flying display with birds of prey and 
afterwards the opportunity exists to see 
the wonderful birds close up. The owner 
(Eddie Hare) is a Dovorian.

So on that co-incidental note I conclude 
with the thought that all enjoyed this visit 
to a garden of beauty and a forest that 
places no bounds on one's imagination.


