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The Short-Sea Route: Dover - Calais
by Terry Sutton

Wh e n  D over-born Jo h n  H en d y  w as 
ta k en  on  h is first tr ip  on  a D over 

fe rry  to F rance h e  w as aged seven. 
"From  th a t tim e I have b e e n  hooked  on 
th e  sh ips th a t p ly  th e  D over Strait," says 
Jo h n , n o w  aged  61 a n d  liv in g  in  
re tire m e n t on  R om ney M arsh.

T h e  a u th o r  w as e d u c a te d  a t R iver 
p rim a ry  school, th e n  a t C astlem oun t 
an d  D over G ram m ar School for Boys. 
Before em bark ing  on  a te ach in g  ca reer 
h e  w orked  a t th e  docks for th e  AA an d  
th e n  as a h u m b le  tick e t co llector for 
D over H arb o u r Board.

T h e  fo rm e r  sc h o o lm a s te r 's  d ee p  
in te re s t in  th e  ferries sailing  ou t o f 
D over is obvious in  a n ew  book: "The 
Short-Sea Route: D over - Calais (£18-50: 
F erry  P ublications).

T h is 130-page hardback , illu stra ted  w ith  
a b o u t 200 p ic tu re s , is p a c k e d  w ith  
in fo rm atio n  abou t th e  h is to ry  o f th e  
tw in  po rts  an d  th e  scores o f sh ips th a t 
h av e  re g u la rly  p lie d  b e tw e e n  th e m  
since th e  90-ton Rob Roy sa iled  in  1818.

H is w ell-researched  b ook  u n rav e ls  th e  
com plicated  sto ry  o f th e  various tak e­
overs, m ergers, an d  n am e  changes o f 
th e  various fe rry  opera to rs th a t confuse 
so m a n y  w ho w rite  abou t th e  subject, 
inc lud ing  th e  au th o r o f th is  review .

J o h n  H en d y 's  exam ination  o f th e  ea rly  
days o f steam , dating  b ack  to 1816,

d em o n stra te s  how  D over sh ipow ners 
o n ce  d o m in a te d  b u s in e s s  o n  th e  
C hannel an d  how  th e  arrival o f th e  
ra ilw ay s a t th e  po rts , a t Dover, 
F o lkestone, C alais an d  B oulogne, 
im p ac ted  on  th e  trade.

T his is illu stra ted  w ith  th e  lis t o f ferries 
show ing th e  dates o f in troduc tion , th e  
b u ild e rs , to n n ag e , a n d  m o s t 
in te res tin g ly  w h a t ev en tu a lly  h a p p e n e d  
to th em . M any o f th e  la te r  fe rries w ere 
sold to Spanish  or G reek  in te re s ts  b u t 
even  m ore w en t to th e  scrap  yards, a 
sad  end ing  for som e m ag n ificen t sh ips 
th a t  co n ju re  u p  so m a n y  h a p p y  
m em ories.

T he a u th o r  also w rites  ab o u t th o se  
no isy  h o verc ra ft th a t proved, for m any , 
an  in sp ira tio n  in  th e  la te  1960s an d  
th e ir  rep la c e m e n t b y  T ksm anian-built 
Seacats. H e pu lls  no  p u n ch e s  in  h is  
so rrow  ab o u t th e  po lic ies o f Ja m e s  
Sherw ood's Sea C on tainers th a t resu lted  
in  'the  p ro trac ted  fall from  grace' o f th is  
m ode o f C h an n el tran sp o rt.

I ca n  re c o m m e n d  th is  im p re ss iv e  
p u b lic a tio n  to all w ith  th e  slig h test 
in te re s t  in  D o v er's  m o s t im p o r ta n t 
in d u s try  an d  I suggest it is a m u s t for 
an y  w ho have w orked  for, or on, those  
fleets o f fe rries  sailing from  ou r port.

T he Book is on  sale a t D over M useum  
an d  local bookshops.


