Report from Chris Taft, Publicity Secretary

On Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st May
2009 the Western Heights Preservation
Society (WHPS) welcomed over 1000
visitors to the Drop Redoubt as part of the
Western Heights open weekend. The
weekend was a huge success with many
more people visiting the other attractions
organised as part of the weekend. As well
as the Drop Redoubt the Grand Shaft was
open to visitors and on both days there
were stalls, demonstrations and displays
taking place across parts of the site.
Historical re-enactors gave visitors a feel
for what life might have been like when
the Heights had a garrison in the 19th
century. On the Sunday re-enactors
created a feel for what might have been
when they acted out a typical 19th
century skirmish with British and French
soldiers involved in musket fire and hand-
to-hand combat. The sight, smell and most
significantly the sound of battle was
apparent to all and wonderfully organised.

It gave a real impression of what might
have been had Napoleon's forces ever
attempted to capture the Drop Redoubt.

Visitors not able to drive to the Heights
and not keen on the walk up the hill were
able to take advantage of the free bus
service, provided by a wonderfully
restored vintage bus from the East Kent
Road Car Heritage Trust.

The weather was very kind to the event
and many visitors spent a number of
hours exploring the site and taking
advantage of the refreshments on offer.
On display for the first time was the
replica breech loaded gun, typical of the
sort of weapon that would have been in
place on the Heights. The gun was made
by the Society with money raised through
the Heritage Lottery Fund and was
delivered to site shortly before the open
weekend. The next focus for the Society is
raising the money to have a wooden



carriage made. This
will then enable
the society to have
the gun properly
displayed next
year.

The WHPS is

grateful to all the

volunteers who

helped on the day

and in the many

weeks leading up to

the event. A huge

amount of work

goes into making

the site ready to

welcome visitors and it remains an
ongoing task on top of the many other
work-day projects the Society gets
involved with throughout the year.

These types of events are only possible
with the support of volunteers and
members, to all of whom the Society is
very grateful. More people are always
welcome to help on a number of levels
throughout the year and anyone
interested in getting involved s
encouraged to contact the Society or to

turn up at one ofthe open days advertised
on the WHPS website: www.dover-
western-heights.org.

The Society is also grateful to English
Heritage for allowing it to open the Drop
Redoubt and to Dover District Council and
Dover Tbwn Council for support and
funding and to all who exhibited and
supported the event.

In 2010 the WHPS will be celebrating its
10th anniversary and we are making plans
to mark this milestone. The plans for an
open weekend in early June are
underway and other events are under
consideration. The Society also hopes to
complete its application to become a
registered charity that it has been
considering for some time. This will put
the Group on stronger footing to move
forward in the years to come.

As ever the Society is keen to hear from
people who want to get involved or who
have questions about the Heights and its
history. If you are interested then please
get in touch via the website at:
www.dover-western-heights. org
or write to:
WHPS, PO Box 366, DEAL, Kent CT14 9XY



