
Report from Chris Taft, Publicity Secretary

On Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st May 
2009 the W estern Heights Preservation 
Society (WHPS) w elcom ed over 1000 
visitors to the Drop Redoubt as part of the 
W estern H eights open  w eekend. The 
w eekend was a huge success w ith m any 
m ore people visiting the other attractions 
organised as part of the weekend. As well 
as the Drop Redoubt the Grand Shaft was 
open to visitors and on bo th  days there 
were stalls, dem onstrations and displays 
taking place across parts  of the  site. 
Historical re-enactors gave visitors a feel 
for w hat life m ight have b een  like w hen 
the Heights had a garrison in  the 19th 
cen tu ry . On the  Sunday re-enactors 
created a feel for w hat m ight have been  
w hen  th ey  acted  ou t a typ ical 19th 
cen tury  skirm ish w ith British and French 
soldiers involved in  m usket fire and hand- 
to-hand combat. The sight, sm ell and m ost 
sign ifican tly  the  sound of b a ttle  was 
apparen t to all and wonderfully organised.

It gave a real im pression of w hat m ight 
have been  had  Napoleon's forces ever 
attem pted  to capture the Drop Redoubt.

Visitors not able to drive to the Heights 
and not keen  on the walk up the hill were 
able to take advantage of the free bus 
service, provided  by  a w onderfu lly  
restored vintage bus from the East Kent 
Road Car Heritage Trust.

The w eather was very k ind to the event 
and m any visitors spent a num ber of 
hours exploring the  site and  taking 
advantage of the refreshm ents on offer. 
On display for the first tim e was the 
replica breech  loaded gun, typical of the 
sort of w eapon tha t would have been  in 
place on the Heights. The gun was m ade 
by  the Society w ith m oney raised through 
the  H eritage Lottery  F und and  was 
delivered to site shortly before the open 
weekend. The next focus for the Society is 
raising the m oney  to have a w ooden



carriage made. This 
will th e n  enable 
the society to have 
the gun properly  
displayed next 
year.

tu rn  up at one of the open days advertised 
on the  WHPS w ebsite: www.dover-
we stern-heights. org.

The Society is also grateful to English 
Heritage for allowing it to open the Drop 
Redoubt and to Dover D istrict Council and 
Dover Tbwn Council for support and 
funding and to all who exhibited and 
supported the event.

In 2010 the WHPS will be celebrating its 
10th anniversary and we are m aking plans 
to m ark this m ilestone. The plans for an 
open  w eekend  in  early  Ju n e  are 
underw ay and other events are under 
consideration. The Society also hopes to 
com plete its application  to becom e a 
reg istered  charity  th a t it has b ee n  
considering for some time. This will pu t 
the Group on stronger footing to move 
forward in  the years to come.

The WHPS is 
grateful to all the 
vo lun teers who 
helped on the day 
and in  the m any 
weeks leading up to 
the event. A huge 
am oun t of w ork 
goes into m aking 
the site ready  to 
w elcom e visitors and  it rem ains an 
ongoing task on top of the m any other 
w ork-day projects the  Society gets 
involved w ith throughout the year.

These types of events are only possible 
w ith  th e  support of v o lun teers  and  
m em bers, to all of w hom  the Society is 
very grateful. More people are always 
welcom e to help on a num ber of levels 
th roughou t the  y ea r and  anyone 
in te re s te d  in  getting  involved is 
encouraged to contact the Society or to

As ever the Society is keen  to hear from 
people who w ant to get involved or who 
have questions about the Heights and its 
history. If you are in terested  then  please 
get in  touch via the website at:

www. do ver-western-heights. org 
or w rite to:

WHPS, PO Box 366, DEAL, Kent CT14 9XY


