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The work of the

PLANNING
Sub-Committee

Report by JACK WOOLFORD, Chairman

Patricia and Pat Sharrett rep resen ted  Schools, a new  E-On Power Station, NHS
the Society at the AGM and Spring H ealthy Living Centres and a U niversity

Conference of the Kent Federation of for the Creative Arts, 40,000 new  jobs,
A m enity Societies at Chatham  on Sat May 16,000 hom es and a 50,000 increase in
16. I sum m arise the ir enthusiastic report. population ...

The recen t collapse of the Civic Trust into 
liquidation due to overam bitious projects 
w ith inadequate financial resources was 
explained. T hen  followed an account of 
the virtual explosion of support for a new  
national-but-grass-roots organization, 
from the National Trust, English Heritage, 
the Council for the Protection of Rural 
England, the Royal Institu te of British 
Architects, and m ore than  five hundred  
A m enity  Societies (like the  Dover 
Society). O ther notable supporters are 
Cliff Rhys-Jones, the daughter of Lord 
D uncan Sandys (founder of the Civic 
Trust) and the Prince of Wales.

On "The Regeneration of Kent", Cllr Alex 
King, depu ty  leader o f K ent C ounty 
Council, contrasted the Kent of 25 years 
ago, w hen  there was so m uch Industry, 
w ith tha t of 25 years time. He said society 
depended on com m unities w here people 
w anted to be and we ran  the risk of a lost 
g enera tion  if we do no t create job 
opportunities and training now.

Robin Cooper, Director of regeneration  
and developm ent for Medway, focused on 
new  riverside houses, shops and  five 
hotels. He said Chatham  would be second 
only to Bluewater as a shopping centre, 
w ith big pedestrian  areas and a new  bus 
station. Also p lanned were an Innovation 
C entre, Sure Start C entres, A cadem y

C laudette Forbes, KCC D irector of 
Econom ic D evelopm ent, gave an address: 
nothing we have not heard  before and 
frankly, seem ed a waste of time.

As for Dover, we noted  unsurprisedly  that 
the 4th draft of the Business Plan is 
indicative only and tha t Kent Highway 
Services will, on schedule, repain t the 
bridge in  Bridge Street bu t if Dover Tbwn 
Council w ants it earlier it will have to pay! 
Father Sherred 's C olem an Trust 
Com m em orative Bench can front Maison 
Dieu House b u t only on the rem oval of an 
existing bench.

More seriously, we w ere deep ly  
im pressed by  the speed of M orrison's 
take-over and rebuilding of the old B&Q 
store as contrasted w ith the delays to 
ASDA and St. Jam es, Crescent Housing 
and  B uckland Mill, the  hosp ital 
rep lacem ent and the Bleriot celebration, 
etc. Also impressive, though noisy and 
disruptive, was the erection of the giant 
TV in the M arket Square - not a harbinger, 
we m ust hope.

We have given supplem entary  support to 
the Woolhouses' of 105 Maison Dieu Road 
in  the ir appeal to the O m budsm an against 
Dover District Council's consent to the 
erection of a house over looking the back 
garden of 106.


